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A MESSAGE“Key successes over the course of the year included starting 10 new projects, putting into place a more effective,
decentralized organizational structure and improving our program resources and delivery model to increase the
capacity of Right To Play Coaches and further enhance program quality.”

A Message from the Chair of the International Board of Directors and the President and CEO

In 2006 Right To Play made important strides
towards our most important goals – bringing
the power of sport and play to even more 
children in need and ensuring that our impact
on health, development and peace is deep 
and lasting. Key successes over the course of
the year included starting 10 new projects, 
putting into place a more effective, decentral-
ized organizational structure and improving
our program resources and delivery model to
increase the capacity of Right To Coaches and
further enhance program quality.

Project Expansion Deepens our Commitment
in Asia and the Middle East. 
In 2006 we leveraged our experience and
partnerships in the occupied Palestinian territory
to open new projects that reach Palestinian
refugees in both Lebanon and Jordan. We also
focused on expanding our presence in Asia to
reach communities devastated by the Tsunami
in Thailand, Indonesia and Sri Lanka.  

A new project was also started in Liberia. This
project is a testament to the sustainability of
Right To Play. Liberians trained as Coaches in
our refugee projects in Guinea were finally 

repatriated after years of civil war. These
Coaches returned home committed to bringing 
the positive impact of Right To Play to their
communities. Right To Play established a project 

in the capital of Monrovia to support these
Coaches, train new ones, and build new 
partnerships to reach children traumatized by
war and living in extreme poverty.  
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Johann Koss joins Right To Play 
programs on a visit to Uganda.
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Together, these new initiatives brought our
total reach to 48 projects in 22 countries in
2006. In 2007, we look forward to starting
projects in The People’s Republic of China 
and deepening and expanding our impact
with seven new projects in current countries 
of operation.

Focus on Impact Drives Decentralization and
Improved Resource Development
New project expansion is only one side of our
success model. In 2006 a top priority was 
further leveraging our programs to maximize
our impact in four key areas of focus: (1) Basic
Education and Child Development; (2) Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention; (3) Conflict
Resolution and Peace Education; and (4)
Community Development and Participation.

To this end, 2006 saw the launch of a major
new initiative to review and improve all of 
our program resources and enhance training
and ongoing support for our local Coaches.
These Coaches are the heart and soul of 
Right To Play – it is their skills and dedication
to their communities that make Right To Play’s
work possible.

In addition, we continued to drive organiza-
tional decentralization to shift field operation
responsibilities from Headquarters to Regional
and Country Offices. By moving decision
making closer to the projects and hiring local
staff with local knowledge and networks, 
we are able to more effectively manage 
project implementation and expansion, 
support excellence and drive sustainability. 

Today we have Regional Offices in Accra,
Ghana; Kampala, Uganda; Bangkok,
Thailand and Beirut, Lebanon. Each office is
lead by a Regional Director and is supported
by a network of Country Offices. By the end
of 2006 we had eight Country Managers in
place with plans to hire 10 more in Q1 2007.   

Olympic Profile Drives Fundraising Success
and Coach Motivation
The generosity of speed skaters Joey Cheek,
Clara Hughes and Yang Yang A. at the
Olympic Games in Torino spurred an incredible
boost in awareness and fundraising that 
contributed to a 38% increase in total revenues
over 2005. The momentum created in Torino
is an example of the valuable and strategic
contribution of athletes and the international
sports community to Right To Play. 

More than just supporting fundraising and
awareness, the inspiration these athletes bring
to our Coaches and the children with whom
we work was highlighted in Torino. When
Joey Cheek donated his prize money in sup-
port of Darfur refugees in our Chad project,
the news reached and motivated our volunteer
Coaches and gave them an incredible sense
of pride and purpose to continue their work.  

In the pages ahead, you will read in more
detail about Right To Play, our global opera-
tions and impact. In particular, we hope you
will read the incredible success stories from
our international projects. These stories bring
to life the positive impact Right To Play is 
having everyday on children and communities.
They are a tribute to our Coaches, partners,
staff, international volunteers, athletes, funders
and friends, who together make this all 
possible. Thank you to the whole Right To
Play team. 

JOHANN OLAV KOSS
President and CEO

SILKEN LAUMANN
Chair, International Board of Directors

I want to take this opportunity to celebrate

and honour the contribution Silken Laumann

has made to Right To Play. Silken was one 

of our first Athlete Ambassadors and has 

provided strategic guidance and leadership

as Chairman of our International Board of

Directors. After six years in this role Silken 

is stepping down as Chair though she will

remain an active member of the Board 

and the Right To Play team. We welcome 

in-coming Chair, Bob Myers, former Chairman

of Green Shield Canada and internationally

respected consultant to the not-for-profit sector.  

JOHANN
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Right To Play At a Glance

Right To Play uses specially-designed sport and
play programs to improve health, build life
skills, and foster peace for children and 
communities affected by war, poverty and 
disease. Working in both the humanitarian
and development contexts, Right To Play has
projects in more than 20 countries in Africa,
Asia and the Middle East. 

Right To Play is a global-scale implementer of
Sport for Development and Peace programs
and takes an active role in driving research
and policy development in this area and in
supporting children’s rights.

Right To Play focuses in four strategic areas: 

1. Basic Education and Child Development:
Right To Play’s sport and play programs foster
the healthy physical, cognitive, social and
emotional development of children, and are a
child-friendly way to teach important values
and life skills. 

2. Health Promotion and Disease Prevention: 
Right To Play sport and play programs are
used to educate and mobilize communities
around national health and disease prevention
priorities, including HIV and AIDS, malaria
and immunization. Our regular activities 
provide knowledge, and help to build skills
and attitudes that contribute to sustained
behaviour change. 

3. Conflict Resolution and Peace Education: 
Right To Play programs are used as tools for
teaching conflict resolution and peace building
skills. Regular activities also encourage and
facilitate the normalization, rehabilitation and
reintegration of children affected by war.

4. Community Development and Participation:
Right To Play builds local capacity by training
community volunteers as ‘Coach Leaders’ to
run our programs. These men and women
become positive role models for children, train
other community volunteers, and learn leader-
ship and job skills that create the foundation
for community development. To ensure the 
sustainability of our work and strengthen local
infrastructure, projects are run in partnership
with community based organizations. Our 
programs are managed by local staff and 
are supported by international volunteers. 

The principles of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child underpin everything we do and
we ensure that our programs benefit the most
marginalized children including girls, street
children, former child combatants, refugees
and children affected by HIV and AIDS. 

Right To Play’s Team of Athlete Ambassadors
Right To Play is supported by an international
team of top athletes from more than 40 
countries. These athletes inspire children, are 
role models for healthy lifestyle choices and 
help raise awareness and funding for Right To
Play projects.
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ATA GLANCERight To Play uses specially-designed sport and play programs to improve health, build life skills, and foster 
peace for children and communities affected by war, poverty and disease. 



GLOBAL REACH

occupied Palestinian territory
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In 2006 Right To Play had operations in:
Azerbaijan, Benin, Chad, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Indonesia, Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Mali,
Mozambique, Pakistan, occupied Palestinian
territory, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda, United
Arab Emirates, and Zambia. 

Right To Play is headquartered in Toronto,
Canada, with four Regional Offices in Accra,
Ghana (West and Francophone Africa
Region), Kampala, Uganda (East and Southern
Africa Region), Bangkok, Thailand (Asia
Region) and Beirut, Lebanon (Middle East
Region). 

Right To Play also has fundraising offices in
Canada, Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland,
the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom,
and the United States of America (see pages
27-33 for more information).  

HEADQUARTERS: Toronto, Canada

NATIONAL OFFICES: Canada,  
UK, USA, Netherlands, 
Norway, Switzerland, UAE

REGIONAL FIELD OFFICES: Kampala
(Uganda), Bangkok (Thailand),
Accra (Ghana), Beirut (Lebanon)

FIELD PROJECTS: Azerbaijan, 
Benin, Chad, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Indonesia, Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia,
Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan, 
occupied Palestinian territory,
Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda,
United Arab Emirates, Zambia.
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Coach/Teacher Trainer 
(30)

Coach/Teacher 
(300)

CHILDREN 
(7,500)
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PROGRAMS
Right To Play Programs

Working with our partners, funders and the
local communities, Right To Play tailors every
program to meet identified community needs.
Each program has specific beneficiaries and
defined short- and long-term goals. To design
each program we draw upon our specially-
designed sport and play-based resources 
(see page 7), as well as the expertise of our 
program development, field operations,
research, monitoring and evaluation, policy
and country office teams. 

To ensure quality implementation of our 
programs Right To Play has developed a 
delivery model that is focused on local capacity
building and is easily adapted whether we are
working directly with communities, through
schools or through partner organizations.
Right To Play’s delivery model functions as a
triangular model and involves a small number
of Project Coordinators (PCs) at the top level,
and at each successive level, a person in a
higher position is responsible for skills and
leadership training and progression and 
passing on the games and their learning 
outcomes to those at the level beneath.

The delivery model has been designed to 
position Right To Play to:
1. Reach a large number of children
2. Emphasize regular activities 
3. Ensure quality programs 
4. Monitor participation

The ultimate goal of Right To Play programming
is to foster behaviour change. Changing
behaviour, however, is a complex process. It
involves more than simply building knowledge
and awareness. It includes acquiring skills to
adopt and maintain behaviours and changing
attitudes (such as self-esteem and confidence,
hope and optimism, empathy, compassion,
and motivation). Behaviour change also
requires supportive environments – role models,
family, coaches, teachers, and peers play a
key role in adopting new behaviours. 

Through the repetitive sport and play activities
in Right To Play’s programs, children and 
youth find a supportive environment and have
opportunities to practice skills, knowledge, 
and attitudes that can contribute to behaviour
change. 
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Through the repetitive sport and play activities in Right To Play’s programs, children and youth find a supportive environment
and have opportunities to practice skills, knowledge, and attitudes that can contribute to behaviour change. 
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RIGHT TO PLAY PROGRAM DELIVERY MODEL

PHASE 1
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RED BALL CHILD PLAY (RBCP)
Red Ball Child Play promotes intellectual, 
physical, emotional and social development
in children and aims at the healthy growth of
the whole child. As well, RBCP starts children
on a lifetime path of participating in physical
activity, making healthy choices, enjoying 
satisfying relationships with others and 
contributing positively to their community. 
The five coloured balls of RBCP correspond
with the five areas in which a child must
grow: red for mind, black for body, yellow
for spirit, blue for peace, and green for
health. The resource contains over 150
games and activities.  

FOCUS: Holistic Child Development
TARGET: Ages 6 - 12  

EARLY CHILD PLAY
Early Child Play promotes holistic develop-
ment of the young child using parallel 
and cooperative play activities. Early Child
Play concentrates on building confidence 
in the youngest age group and building
physical dexterity and cooperation in the
older group. Early Child Play uses the same
five coloured balls and areas of development
as the RBCP resource. The resource contains
over 60 physical games and activities.

FOCUS: Holistic Early Childhood Development 
(Primarily physical development)

TARGET: Ages 2 - 3 and 4 - 5  

LIVE SAFE PLAY SAFE (LSPS)
Live Safe Play Safe contributes to the prevention
of HIV by engaging children and youth in
play and sport-based games and activities
that encourage them to adopt and maintain
healthy behaviours. LSPS games and activities
build knowledge of HIV and AIDS, promote
life skills for adopting and maintaining health
behaviours, such as negotiation, resisting
peer pressure, and reducing stigma around
HIV and AIDS, and promote healthy attitudes
and values such as respect, inclusion and
cooperation. The resource has over 100
games and activities designed for children
and youth.

FOCUS: HIV and AIDS Education 
and Prevention

TARGET: Ages 6 - 9; 10 - 14 and 15 - 19  

TEAM UP 
Team Up uses sport and play based games
to engage children and youth in peace-
building activities and developing tools and
skills for positive conflict prevention. The
resource aims to develop social integration
and solidarity in communities, provide 
non-violent means for preventing and/or
resolving conflict, and address the vulnerabil-
ity of children and girls in armed conflict
areas. The Team Up resource aims to 
develop future leaders who are good role
models who can resolve conflicts using
peaceful and creative means. The resource
has over 85 games and activities.

FOCUS: Peace Building and Conflict 
Prevention

TARGET: Ages 6 - 12 and 13 - 18

RESOURCESRight To Play’s Sport and Play-Based Resources

IN THE PAGES AHEAD you will read stories
from our field operations in Africa, Asia and
the Middle East. These stories bring to life 
the positive impact of our work and highlight
the commitment and strength of the Coaches, 
children and communities that we work with.

�

IN THE PAGES AHEAD you will read stories
from our field operations in Africa, Asia and
the Middle East. These stories bring to life 
the positive impact of our work and highlight
the commitment and strength of the Coaches, 
children and communities that we work with.



AFRICA 
C

oo
pe

ra
tio

n HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION

UGANDA: Sport and Play Send Immunization Post’s Results Sky High  

“During the last immunization campaign Kawaala had the lowest turn out of children but Right To Play games and
committed Coaches made it register the highest turn out in Kampala this year. The people in the community have a
good record towards Right To Play so they trusted us with their children.” 

YUSUFU MBAZIIRA
Right To Play Master Coach and Chairman of Lubya Youth Manpower Development Agency 
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On the first day of the three-day National
Immunization Campaign* at the Kawaala
Health Centre in Kasubi Parish so many 
residents came out to have their children
immunized against measles that 
additional vaccines needed to be
transported in from nearby
posts. By the end of the first
day, more than 700 children
had been immunized, while
a nearby post had reached
only 34 children. 

What contributed to this
20-fold difference?
Right To Play-trained
Coaches from the local 
community organization 
LYMPDA (Lubya Youth
Manpower Development Agency)
spent two weeks leading up to the 
campaign engaging children in 
educational games about measles. In 
addition, these children were given information
postcards to take home and were taught that 

they could help control measles in Uganda 
if they mobilized their families, friends and
neighbours to come out and get immunized. 

The campaign was so successful that
a representative from the Ministry

of Health visited to learn why
this particular post was
receiving so much attention.
In total, more than 1,500
children were immunized
at the Kasubi Parish booth.

“The community’s high turn out is the best 
evidence that sport and play are important
tools in the campaign against killer diseases
and for healthy behaviour change.”

ADRIENNE MACDONALD
Right To Play Uganda

*Right To Play partnered with the Ministry of Health and
the World Health Organization throughout the campaign.

I M PA C T :
Right To Play’s success 

in engaging children and
youth in games that delivered
important information about

immunization resulted in
more than 1,500 children
being immunized against

measles during the 
three-day campaign.
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She may be soft spoken but when she speaks
everyone listens. Mama Salima is 
a Right To Play Coach, Master
Trainer, Division Leader and
Task Team Training
Coordinator.

After fleeing the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Mama Salima
became the first female
Right To Play Coach in
the Nyarugusu refugee
camp. Mama Salima
saw it as an opportunity
to further her education.
“What made me join Right
To Play was that I was
already doing activities with
children in the camp, but 
I had not been trained,” she said.
“So, the idea was that I could increase my
knowledge and improve 
the activities.”

Mama Salima is optimistic about the positive
impact on girls – even as repatriation

increases. In traditional Congolese
culture, girls are not given the

opportunity participate in
sport activities. “It will be

good for girls because
those that would prevent
them, namely their 
parents, have accepted
sport and play in the
camp and so when they 
return to the Democratic
Republic of Congo, they
should still be free to

continue.”

“What makes me the most
happy is the way this will

change the world of the children,”
said Mama. 

INCLUSION: FEMALE EMPOWERMENT 

TANZANIA: Building Leaders and Empowering Women 
Through Sport 

Leadership“Leadership is one of the things I learned as a Coach that I couldn’t have
learned otherwise.” 

MAMA SALIMA
Right To Play Coach 

I M PA C T :
Today Nyarugusu refugee camp 
has 26 active female Coaches 
who promote the inclusion of 
thousands of girls and women 

through community discussions and
awareness campaigns. Like hundreds 

of Right To Play female Coaches 
around the world, they are helping 

to empower girls, break down 
gender barriers, and teach life 

and leadership skills.

Coach Mama Salima is a role model for girls in 
the community.
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LIBERIA: Sport and Play Help A Generation Move Beyond War

After 14 years of civil war, Liberians are trying
to put the past behind them. With the help of
Right To Play, community coaches are using
sport and play programs to teach conflict 
resolution skills and further peace building 
initiatives. These programs are also
spreading joy and hope, helping
children to overcome trauma,
and rebuilding community
connections. 

Coach Timothy who
works in Barnersville
Estate in Monrovia, one
of Right To Play Liberia’s
priority communities,
was first involved with
Right To Play in Jimmy
Bagboo Refugee Camp in
Sierra Leone. His training
there helped him gain confi-
dence and leadership skills to
play an active role in the lives of
the children of his community. He also
learned to cope with the stress of his 
situation and be positive about his future.  

“I know children are looking up to me, so 
I have to always show them the best example
of optimism, respect and integrity,” he said.
“Participation in Right To Play’s games helped
improve the cooperation and communication

between boys and girls and they feel
comfortable playing with each

other. Using Right To Play’s
activities I can pass on peace

messages. I can see a 
difference in the way the
children are socializing.” 

Eleven year old Samson, has been actively
participating in Right To Play’s programs since
his return to Liberia. 

“I used to be scared and only think about 
the war but I know that things are alright
here and I have hope for my country. I am
happy about my life now. When I play with
Coach Timothy, I forget all my problems 
and I am happy.” 
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AFRICA “I used to be scared and only think about the war but I know
that things are alright here and I have hope for my country. 
I am happy about my life now.” 

SAMSON*
11 years old

I M PA C T :  
Coach Timothy is one of 

hundreds of Coaches now 
helping the children of Liberia

normalize after 14 years of civil
war. Together these Coaches are
teaching conflict resolution skills,
life skills, rebuilding community

connections and helping 
children to experience joy 

and hope again. 

Sport and play bring joy and hope to children traumatized by war.

* In accordance with our Child Protection Policy the real 
names of children have not been used. 
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On the outskirts of Mozambique’s capital
city, there is a community that makes its 
living off the city’s garbage dump. For the
community’s children this dump is
also their playground; but
one that puts their health
and well-being at risk. 

Eighteen-year-old
Coach Justin Cuna
used to spend 
his days in the
garbage dump
too. But, since
being trained by
Right To Play to 
run activities that
nurture healthy, 
holistic child develop-
ment, he has taken on
the responsibility of running
sport and play activities in his
community twice a week. Today, he reaches
an estimated 150 children and youth 
each month.   

“I can say the children love to play games.
This is a new opportunity for us, to be
together, enjoy playing football. It is good for
our health and it helps develop our minds.” 

JUSTIN CUNA
Right To Play Coach

COACH PROFILE: BASIC EDUCATION
AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

MOZAMBIQUE: One 
Dedicated Coach Impacts 
a Community of Children 

As part of an intensive one-week training, 
40 Right To Play Coaches visited the Coptic
Hope Centre, an HIV and AIDS treatment 
facility that emphasizes a holistic approach, 
integrating free clinical care with counseling. 
The Coaches were given the opportunity to speak
with and learn from doctors, nurses and patients. 

“This learning opportunity was essential for
our Coaches who will be holding regu-

lar discussions with children and
youth about HIV and AIDS 

as part of ‘Live Safe, Play Safe”,
said Laura Notton, Right To 
Play Zambia. ‘Live Safe, Play
Safe’ is Right To Play’s health
education program that 
uses sport and play to carry 
information and prevention
messages about HIV and AIDS. 

While at the Hope Center, the
Coaches learned about prevention,

fighting stigma and the importance 
of Voluntary Counseling and Testing

(VCT). The staff was so persuasive that
many Coaches agreed they were more likely 
to go for VCT and to advocate for VCT in their
communities.  

“The visit to the Coptic Clinic made me think.
Afterwards, I went with a group of friends 
for VCT. It’s important that people know 
their status.” 

KENNY SIAME
Chairperson of Chawama Kids Development Sport

and Right To Play Coach

Coaches also heard powerful testimony from
an HIV-positive member of the Centre’s support
group through which patients encourage and
advise each other. Coaches were able to ask
questions and there was a lively debate about
what it’s like to live with HIV and AIDS in
Zambia.

“Right To Play Coaches need to be confident
advocates of HIV prevention and AIDS 
education. This field visit was an essential
part of their skills-building training. I am 
positive this experience has made them more 
knowledgeable and compassionate Coaches.” 

LAURA NOTTON
Right To Play Zambia

Clinic medical director, Dr. Mohib, spoke
to the Coaches and praised them
for their work with young 
people. He expressed his
hope that they would 
now feel able to go 
out and counter 
misinformation about
HIV and AIDS and 
educate young people.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND DISEASE PREVENTION

ZAMBIA: Right To Play Coaches Trained by Leaders in HIV Prevention

I M PA C T :  
Through the work of only 

one Coach, an estimated 150
youth are aware of the inherent

risk to their health and are
changing their behaviour. At the

same time, these children are
building new skills through play,

finding joy and friendships
and learning life lessons from 

a positive role model.  
I M PA C T :  

Today these 40 Coaches run 
the ’Live Save, Play Safe’ program 
with more than 2,000 children and

youth from three communities. 
Through these programs Zambian  

children are learning, from a trusted
and knowledgeable role model, 
essential information about HIV 

prevention and AIDS, stigma and 
the importance of Voluntary 

Counseling and Testing. 

Integrity
Coach Justin uses play to 
improve health and education 
in his community.
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MALI: Helping Children of War Reembrace Life and Hope 

Amadore started attending activities at the
Caritas Mali’s Community Centre in Bamako
when the Ivory Coast’s political situation forced
him to leave his country. At first, he didn’t
want to participate in any of the activities
offered. He felt no sense of belonging with 
the children from other countries who shared
nothing in common with him, or what he
had been through.

Little-by-little he started 
participating in Right To Play
games and became more
comfortable with himself,
and with others. While 
he was having fun and
interacting with other
youth, there was one
thing he did not realize:
that he was learning  

and growing. The 16-year-old who was silent,
withdrawn and worried, slowly became 
helpful to his Coaches and the other children.
Sport and play helped him open up to others,
gain self-confidence and seek help from new,
positive role models – his Coaches – when 
he needed it. 

According to his Coaches at the
Community Centre, Amadore

“helps to develop a spirit 
of play everyday.” He 
has learned important 
life skills through sport
and play and has 
discovered something
beautiful through it: 
who he truly is. 

I M PA C T :
Amadore is just one of the

thousands of children 
traumatized by war that
Right To Play is helping.

Through our programs and
through the support of 

our Coaches, these children
are able to begin to move

forward and develop 
new skills and hope for 

the future.   
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AFRICA “The games at the Centre help the children to think and the discussions help them realize what they have learned.
They help prepare them to return to their lives and their families.” 

AMADORE*
16 years old

Children like Amadore, who are deeply affected by war,
find hope and build skills through sport and play. 

* In accordance with our Child Protection Policy the real names of children have not been used. 
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Right To Play is working in cooperation with
local health authorities and international 
partners to control and prevent five infectious
diseases prevalent amongst the migrant and
Thai populations along the southern edge of 
the Thai-Burma border. 

Health Volunteers, selected from the local
Burmese and Thai communities, were trained
by the Ministry of Public Health, the Office of
Vector-Borne Disease Control, the American
Refugee Committee, and Right To Play to use
games to spread fundamental health messages 
to children. This collaborative effort helped 

develop the technical
skills of these
Volunteers, improve
primary health care
in their villages and
reduce the spread 
of disease.

HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION 

THAILAND: Migrant Health Volunteers Lead Health Education Games 

ASIA “The volunteer Coaches are enthusiastic and the children respond really well to the games and the health messages. 
We are on the way to achieving our goal of a sustainable reduction of the infectious disease burden in this area.”

NINA VALENTIC
Right To Play Deputy Regional Manager, Asia 
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Games teach children and youth how to reduce the spread of infectious diseases.

I M PA C T :
Migrant children, youth 

and adults have difficulty 
accessing public health services.

Training Health Volunteers in the com-
munity to use games to teach health

messages and promote 
disease prevention has resulted in 
a decrease in infectious diseases 
among the children and youth 
living along the Thai-Burma 

border.
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INCLUSION OF GIRLS AND PEACE EDUCATION 

PAKISTAN: Sport and Play Opens Up New Opportunities for 
Girls and Teaches Lessons of Peace 
In Pakistan, Right To Play, with our local partner,
the Insan Foundation, provides programs to
Afghan refugee schools and Pakistani children
to promote peaceful co-existence and
opportunities for girls.

With the introduction of sport
and play activities in their 
curriculum, children now
attend school regularly.
Children learn best when
they are having fun. They 
are energized and more 
conscious of the need to take
care of their bodies. 

“It is a popular notion that
games and sports are a good way
to pass the time.  However, sports and
games have greater inherent value: they
teach life skills that benefit people, especially
those who have fled their countries to save
their own lives.” 

FROZAN FROZ
Right To Play Coach

Focus on Girls
Because girls are often excluded from mainstream
Afghan and Pakistani life, our top priority is to

involve female children. Today, 70% of the
children participating in the Right 

To Play programs in Pakistan are
girls. At first, the girls played in

seclusion from boys. However,
as the confidence of the girls
grew and the trust of the com-
munity was earned, Right To
Play Coaches 
introduced the idea of girls
and boys playing together. 

Focus on Peace
Afghan society is divided into

many tribes, and animosity is often
carried from generation to generation.

In order to teach conflict resolution and to
enable the children an opportunity to play in 
a cooperative manner, Coaches form teams 
that include children from different tribes.  

Right To Play Coach Frozan Froz of Pakistan’s
Quetta refugee camp is convinced that these
children, who once fought with one another,
will change the fate of Afghanistan and
become ambassadors of peace. 

“The children are becoming more peaceful.
They play with children of tribes once 
considered enemies. They congratulate each
other after a game, instead of fighting.”   

I M PA C T :
In Pakistan, sport and 

play programs are helping
girls overcome traditional

gender barriers and teaching
all children respect, 

tolerance and conflict 
resolution skills.

“Boys are able to see how strong and confident the girls are when playing, 
which translates into other areas of their lives. In this program, I see great 
empowerment of women.” 

FARAH MALIK
Right To Play Coach

Sport and play give girls new opportunities to develop
self-esteem and leadership skills.
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After working with Right To Play for three
years, Community leaders in the Ban Don
Yang refugee camp in Thailand were eager to
take over complete responsibility for programs.
But at the same time as phasing out Right To
Play volunteers, resettlement of some refugees
began. Many of those being resettled were
Right To Play-trained Coaches and Teachers in
the Primary Schools.

Refugees staying behind were convinced of 
the programs’ benefits and the need to sustain
them. But with all the uncertainty around 
resettlement, the key question remained how 
to train new Trainers and Coaches in a short
period of time.  

Fortunately the camp leadership is strong with 
a system in place for identifying individuals 
with good leadership and coaching potential.  
Right To Play worked closely with the two
Master Trainers in the camp (one who is being
resettled) to prepare hand-over documents, 

hire and train new
Coaches and staff to
assume leadership
positions. Today 
community ownership of
the sports and play programs
is complete.

“With only two months to train the new
Coaches, we were a bit unsure if they would
be ready to oversee the program. But the
foundation already laid was strong, and the
Trainers and Coaches staying behind have 
the skills and motivation to make it work.
After working with the new team on the
organization of an important community
event and witnessing how the programs are
continuing in the schools, we are confident
the leadership is strong and Right To Play
programs are in capable hands.”  

KAT POWELL
Right To Play Thailand

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABIL ITY 

THAILAND: Community Leaders Pull Together
to Ensure Sport and Play Programs Continue

I M PA C T :
Today a team of community 

leaders, teachers and Coaches 
manage and implement Right 
To Play programs. They reach

approximately 1,500 youth and 
children in the camp every week, 
helping create opportunities for 

children to learn, grow and 
develop healthy lifestyles. 

“Camp teachers report children are more engaged in their school work and less 
likely to act out with negative behavior. Coaches increasingly see the joy the programs bring to the lives of the 
children and the life skills they gain.”  

KAT POWELL
Right To Play Thailand
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”Right To Play scheduled activities to organize the children and help them experience a ‘home away from home’.” 

WAFAA ISSA
Right To Play Project Coordinator, Lebanon
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CONFL ICT  REL IEF  

LEBANON: Sport and Play Helps Children Come Through Conflict  

By the time war broke out in Lebanon in July
2006, Right To Play’s new Lebanon team 
had, in only four short months, trained 140
Coaches from 50 local NGOs to run programs
for Palestine refugee children. Although 
the war meant the cancellation of regular
activities, Right To Play Coaches refused to
be deterred. 

Right To Play Lebanon immediately
helped in the coordination 
of relief work. Community
volunteers formed a psycho-
social committee to help
refugees. While social
workers held “speak up”
sessions for adults and
another group organized
creative activities for 
children, Right To Play
ran training workshops for
32 new Coaches and, most
importantly, organized sport
and play activities for more
than 5,000 Palestinian and
Lebanese children displaced 
by the war.

“War is not only about death and destruction.
It impacts the living when they witness death and
evacuate their homes abruptly and risk being
bombed on their journey toward survival,” said
Wafaa Issa, Right To Play Project Coordinator 
in Lebanon. ”Right To Play scheduled activities to
organize the children and help them 
experience a ‘home away from home’.” 

The play activities organized were a critical
element in efforts to reduce the emotional 
and psychological effects of the war on the
children. As a result Right To Play has gained
the respect not only of the local community but
also of other NGOs and partners in Lebanon.
Partnerships have now been solidified with
local agencies including an agreement to 
work with UNICEF Lebanon.

I M PA C T :
Organized activities gave the

children the opportunity to
experience normalcy, hope

and even joy. They were able
to both share and temporarily

put aside their fears. These
activities also helped to 

reduce stress and anxiety by
reconnecting and reinforcing

social support networks. 
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Inclusion
Girls participate in 
organized sport 
and play activities for 
the first time.

In February 2006 Right To Play began a 
pilot project with six to nine year old  
Palestine refugee children in 12 United Nations
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) schools in
Jordan. The main objectives were 
to activate the power of sport and play to 
promote the inclusion of girls in sport, provide
positive role models, and empower communities
to offer girls new opportunities to learn skills
and develop confidence in a safe environment. 

In Hay Nazzal Girls School, a tiny rented
school with a play yard the size of a modest
living room, where there was previously no
physical education for girls, Right To Play
Project Manager Danna Molly Weiss witnessed
girls playing for the first time and a female
teacher leading activities also for the first time. 

“I found 30 little girls from 
Mrs. Samira Al Sofy’s girls’ class
in neat rows in the schoolyard
preparing to run their first race,”
said Danna. “They watched Mrs.
Samira demonstrate the relay as if they
were seeing a man walk on the surface 
of the moon for the first time. Their faces 
registered shock, curiosity and amusement. 
It was clear that some of them had literally
never played, and certainly none of them 
had ever seen their beloved Mrs. Samira
demonstrate how to run a race.” To celebrate
Mother’s Day in Jordan, Right To Play and 
Hay Nazzal Girls School held a Play Day 
for mothers and their daughters. More than 
70 mothers came and played and laughed
with their girls, teachers, and the Right To 
Play Jordan Team.

In Zarqa
Elementary

Girls School,
where Project

Coordinator Saria
Hussein conducted a

follow-up visit and
watched as 40 girls raced

laughing with their teacher across the concrete
yard to play a game that taught traffic safety,
she asked teacher Mrs. Fatima Allbhaisi if she
noticed a difference now that her students 
participate in the sport and play activities on 
a regular basis. “After the Right To Play class, 
I always observe happiness in the girls’ eyes
that I’ve never seen before,” said Mrs. Fatima. 

INCLUSION: PART IC IPAT ION OF GIRLS

JORDAN: Girls Running the First Race of Their Lives

I M PA C T :
Through Right To Play’s specially

designed sport and play programs,
women and girls in Jordan are 

building confidence and learning 
leadership skills. Right To Play began
by training 45 teachers who reach
3,000 children. Since then many 

communities throughout Jordan have
embraced our programs. By the end 
of 2007, we are expecting to reach
13,000 children in more than 40

UNRWA schools in Jordan. 



2 0  R I G H T  T O  P L AY  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 6

MIDDLE EAST 
C

oo
pe

ra
tio

n
“Children are now experiencing less violence when they play outside the centre. They used to play games that
involved much violence between them, but now we see them playing Right To Play games from the centre.”

A TEACHER
Al Jalazoun refugee camp, occupied Palestinian territory

CONFL ICT  RESOLUTION 

OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY:
Reducing Violence Through Games

With almost a century of ongoing conflict in the
Middle East, children are exposed to hostility
and aggression on a daily basis. In
the Al Jalazoun refugee camp,
Ramallah, occupied
Palestinian territory, 
children reflect scenes
from their daily life, 
as a result expressions
of violence are being
seen in the games the
children play, such
as a game called
Arab wa Yahood
(Arabs and Jews)
where children divide
themselves into two
groups and pretend to
be soldiers and fighters.
Sometimes the children
become passionate enough
to actually throw stones at
each other. 

Right To Play is helping to reduce violence by
engaging children and youth in activities that
develop tools and skills for positive interaction, 

develop social integration and solidarity, and
provide non-violent coping mechanisms.

Through these activities children also
learn team work, cooperation 

and respect. 

Teachers in the schools
report that children are
now less aggressive
with each other, and
they have learned 
to respect their
teachers, leaders
and elders as well. 

One teacher who
runs the sport and

play activities on 
a daily basis in a 

children’s centre in the 
Al Jalazoun refugee camp

said, “Children are now
experiencing less violence when

they play outside the centre. They
used to play games that involved much 
violence between them, but now we see them
playing Right To Play games from the centre.”

I M PA C T :
Right To Play’s conflict resolution

program, and other programs that 
promote the holistic development of 

children, are run on a daily basis for
220 children in the children’s centre

inside the Al Jalazoun Refugee Camp.
In total, in the occupied Palestinian 
territory, Right To Play’s 960 trained

Coaches reach over 40,000 children.
Right To Play aims to develop future
leaders who are good role models 

and who can resolve conflicts 
using creative means.

Children are playing together more peacefully and
learning that there are alternatives to the violence
around them.
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“By running the sport and play activities I am able to help, and give these
children opportunities for the future. What I wish is that these children will
be able to live in peace and freedom and will be accepted in society.”

SANA’A AL SADI
Right To Play Coach, Lebanon

When she lost her eyesight in a car accident at
the age of 11, Sana’a Al Sadi didn’t yet know
about the discrimination and stigmatization
that people with disabilities face. However,
today Sana’a is a role model for others,
showing that people with disabilities
are capable and can be active
leaders in their communities. 

To promote the inclusion 
of all children, Sana’a 
runs regular Right To Play 
activities for children with
visual and developmental
impairments at the
Ghassan Kanafani
Cultural Association in the
Ein El Helweh Palestine
refugee camp in Lebanon.
When asked how the specially
designed sport and play 
programs are helping to 
promote inclusion, Sana’a noted:

“The sport and play programme is very 
important for children psychologically, 
socially, behaviorally, and physically. This
programme helps children to play safely, 

to participate, and to have an 
opportunity to make choices 

and their own decisions. 
By running the sport and

play activities, I am able 
to help and give these
children opportunities
for the future. What 
I wish is that these 
children will be able 
to live in peace and 
freedom and will be

accepted in society.”

COACH PROFILE :  INCLUSION OF CHILDREN WITH A DISABIL ITY

LEBANON: Special Coach Brings Power of Sport and Play
to All Children

I M PA C T :
Sana’a Al Sadi is only one of

hundreds of Right To Play
Coaches that reach thousands 

of children with disabilities across
the Middle East, Africa and Asia.

These often neglected children 
are now experiencing joy and
finding new opportunities to
learn, grow and connect.  

Coach Sana’a leads children, who might otherwise be
excluded from play, in Right To Play activities.



TORINO
Right To Play, originally Olympic Aid, began 
as the legacy project of the 1994 Winter
Olympic Games in Lillehammer to raise money
for people in war-torn countries and areas 
of distress. Since then, Right To Play has 
maintained its unique status as a recognized
organization by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) and has leveraged subsequent
Games as a platform to: raise awareness and
funds for Right To Play projects; connect with
athletes; and conduct policy initiatives around
Sport for Development.

Connecting with Athletes
In Torino, Right To Play partnered with
Samsung to create a booth in the Athlete
Village where athletes could come to learn
more about Right To Play. Staff and volunteers
were on hand to answer questions and 
collect Olympic memorabilia for the Right 
To Play on-line fundraising auction. Stories
highlighting support from current Right To Play
Athlete Ambassadors were featured. During
the 10 days of the Games, the booth was 
visited by more than 1,000 people and more
than 100 signed athlete memorabilia items
were collected for the auction. 

Communicating Right To Play’s Message to
the World
Right To Play stole the headlines and became 
a familiar name in the news when American
speed skater Joey Cheek announced he would
donate his Olympic gold and silver medal
bonus money. This familiarity was further 
augmented when speed skaters Clara Hughes
(Canada) and Yang Yang A. (China) also
donated money after their medal wins.  

Right To Play’s corporate partners, including
Johnson & Johnson, Samsung and Lenovo,
added to the momentum through press releases,
press events and significant donations.

With more than 500 print and broadcast 
stories issued about Right To Play from the
Games that reached more 720 million people
around the world, and web traffic that nearly
tripled to over one million page views that month,
the organization’s global brand awareness 
is the highest it has ever been, helping to 
open doors to new funding and partnership
opportunities and raising global understanding
about the impact of Sport for Development. 

Sport for Development and Peace
International Working Group (SDP IWG)
At the opening of the 2006 Winter Paralympic
Games the SDP IWG Executive Committee,
with the support of corporate partner Johnson
& Johnson and in close partnership with the
International Paralympic Committee, met in
Torino to discuss the issues of importance in
international development, sport and peace,
and approve a preliminary report Sport 
for Development and Peace: From Practice 
to Policy, which examined the Sport for
Development and Peace activities of 13 national
governments. The meeting generated in-depth
discussion of the report’s key findings, and
emphasized the importance of positioning
sport as a low-cost, high-impact tool to advance
attainment of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). For more information on the
SDP IWG, please see page 24. 

TORINO 2006: Right To Play at the Winter Olympic Games 

Canadian speed skater Clara Hughes helped 
raise over $400,000 for Right To Play

TORINO 
HIGHLIGHTS

Thanks to the support of
the IOC and the Torino
Organizing Committee
for the Olympic Games

(TOROC): 

• More than $1 million 
was raised from 
athletes in on-site 
initiatives and on-line 
donations 

• More than 720 million 
people read, heard 
or listened to news 
through over 500 
stories about Right To 
Play and the impact of 
Sport for Development
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Joey Cheek
Joey generously donated USD 40,000 to 
Right To Play – his full $25,000 bonus from 
the US Olympic Committee for his gold medal 
and $15,000 for his silver. His generosity and
continued commitment brought significant
awareness to Right To Play throughout 2006,
and was highlighted with a visit to Right To
Play’s programs in Zambia in April 2006.  

“I always felt like if I ever did 
something big like this, I wanted 
to be prepared to give something
back. I have a pretty unique 
opportunity here so I’m going to
take advantage of it while I can.” 

Clara Hughes
Having seen a documentary about Right To
Play that morning, Clara checked the balance
in her bank account and decided that if she
medaled she would donate $10,000 from 
her personal savings to Right To Play and 
challenge Canadians to give what they could.
During a subsequent visit to Right To Play’s 
program in Ethiopia, Clara was able to see
how sport and play is not only being used to
teach health lessons and life skills, but also
bringing hope to children in some of the most
disadvantaged places in the world. 

“What I witnessed with the Right To
Play programs in Ethiopia is clear
evidence of what sport and play are
doing. It was a joyful environment.
What a gift, what an incredible gift.
Hope is such an important thing.
There is despair and hard times, but
there is also hope. Right To Play is
giving this sense of hope.” 

Yang Yang A.
Yang Yang A., who in 2002 became the first
athlete from China to win a bronze medal at 
a Winter Olympic Games, also donated her
prize money to Right To Play. She later joined
Clara Hughes in Ethiopia. 

“I know how much sport has given
to me in my life – it has taught me
respect, leadership, confidence and
compassion. I believe very strongly
in the work that Right To Play is
doing and I want to help to share
the power of sport to make a 
difference in the lives of children 
in the most disadvantaged areas 
of the world.” 

Yang Yang A. joins Right To Play in Ethiopia. 

Joey Cheek (right) and Right To Play President Johann
Olav Koss in Torino.
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International Working Group (SDP IWG) was
established in 2004 to formulate and promote
the adoption of policy recommendations for the
integration of Sport for Development and Peace
into the national and international development
strategies of national governments. Right To
Play is the Secretariat of the SDP IWG. 

The year 2006 saw a significant expansion of
activities of the SDP IWG. The Government of
Austria became a funder of the initiative. The
SDP IWG Secretariat and the International
Paralympic Committee hosted a successful
meeting at the 2006 Torino Winter Paralympic
Games, and the subsequent SDP IWG
Preliminary Report “Sport for Development:
From Practice to Policy” was launched by
Austria’s State Secretary for Sport and the UN
Office on Sport for Development and Peace.
Furthermore, for the first time in the history of the
International AIDS Conference, the SDP IWG
Secretariat, together with other stakeholders,
hosted a panel discussion on the contribution of
sport to HIV prevention.

The SDP IWG Secretariat developed the SDP
IWG Strategic Plan 2006-8, a comprehensive
strategy to guide the priorities over the next two
years. This strategy comprises four main pillars
of activity, namely: building the evidence base;
expanding outreach and engagement; developing
a communications toolkit; and policy development.

Building the Evidence Base
To fulfill its commitment to gather and synthesize
the available evidence in support of Sport for
Development and Peace while facilitating
longer term efforts to fill evidence gaps, the
SDP IWG Secretariat commissioned five 
literature reviews examining the evidence 
of sport’s impact in relation to:
• Health and prevention of disease
• Gender equity – empowerment of girls 

and women;
• Inclusion and well-being of people with 

disabilities; 
• Child and youth development and education;

and
• Social cohesion and peace-building.

Expanding Outreach And Engagement
To increase the number of governments
engaged in the SDP IWG policy dialogue 
and improve the regional representation on 
the SDP IWG, the Secretariat has been 
pursuing an outreach strategy through its 
international scan, liaison with inter-govern-
mental organizations, and participation in 
key inter-governmental meetings, international
conferences and policy consultations.  

Developing a Communication Toolkit
In June 2006, the Secretariat, in partnership
with the Austrian State Secretary for Sport 
and the UN Office on Sport for Development
and Peace, launched the SDP IWG preliminary
report – Sport for Development and Peace:
From Practice to Policy, at the EU Youth
Leadership Summit in Vienna, Austria. This report
was the first step towards creating a communica-
tions toolkit to support advocates in promoting the
use of Sport for Development and Peace. 

Policy Development 
The SDP IWG prepared a draft policy frame-
work that would become the basis of the SDP
IWG final report to be launched in 2008. The
Secretariat has been collecting policy documents
from 35 countries for analysis to support policy
development. Once this international scan 
and literature reviews are complete, the
Secretariat will begin the development of the
policy recommendations. 

Sport for Development and Peace International Working Group 
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The SDP IWG is supported by funding from the Department of Canadian Heritage, the 
Royal Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation, the Sport Division of Austria’s Federal Chancellery and Right To Play. In 2006, 
SDP IWG received financial support from Johnson & Johnson, which became its first private-
sector partner in Sport for Development.



OUR ATHLETES  “The trip really opened my eyes to the hardships the children of Sierra Leone face, and how much joy Right To Play
programs bring them on a daily basis. Sport really is a good way for them to have fun and learn important facts
about their bodies and fighting diseases like HIV and AIDS.”

LAURYN WILLIAMS
Track and Field, USA
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Right To Play’s Athlete Ambassadors are the
organization’s greatest asset in spreading the
word about how the power of sport can make
children healthier and happier.  Ambassadors
generate media coverage for Right To Play
programs, contribute to fundraising events 
and sports memorabilia auctions, visit the 
children who participate in programs, 
and inspire the public to contribute to the
organization.

While the Winter Olympic Games shone the
biggest spotlight on Right To Play’s international
athlete program during 2006, much went on
behind the scenes to increase the number of
awareness and fundraising opportunities for
our Athlete Ambassadors around the globe.

The organizational decentralization process
that continued throughout the year also 
included Right To Play’s athlete program, with 
Regional Offices creating stronger ties to 

athletes in the field, and engaging the athletes
in local events throughout the region. New
events, like the Youth Assembly at the 
United Nations in New York and the London
Corporate Games in the UK, provided 
opportunities for Ambassadors living in or
traveling through those countries to bring
attention to the positive impact of Sport for
Development. In 2006 more than 90 new 
athletes signed up to the Right To Play team.

To see a complete list of our Athlete Ambassadors
please visit our website at www.righttoplay.com.

Right To Play’s Athlete Ambassador Program

Athlete Ambassadors like (left) Roar Ljokelsoy (ski jumping, Norway) and (right) Gao Hong (football, China), play an important role supporting Right To Play’s fundraising and awareness 
initiatives and inspiring children and Coaches. Gao Hong was so inspired she has joined the Right To Play team full-time to support the launch of Right To Play projects in China.
































