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Right To Play – Who, Where and Why? 
Who are Right To Play? 
Right To Play is not for profit organisation that uses sport to enhance the daily lives and development of over half a million children all over the world. We enlist the help of Athlete Ambassadors, local teachers and trainers, charities and volunteers such as yourself to promote the values inherent in sport - respect, teamwork, co-operation and fair play. 

Our programmes teach children and young people key leadership skills, focusing specifically on emotional, physical and social development and wellbeing. This in turn helps them cope with challenges such as gender discrimination, poverty and HIV/AIDS. Sustainability and local ownership underpin our efforts as we work to give future leaders of change the opportunities they so desperately deserve. 

Where do we do it? 
We work with roughly 720,000 children a year in 24 countries across Africa, Asia and the Middle East. Our programmes vary from context to context according to need. In most of Africa, for example, we use ‘Live Safe Play Safe’ to help raise awareness on HIV/AIDS. In the Middle East, ‘Youth as Leader’ is commonly used to empower adolescents susceptible to sectarian recruitment and violence. 

For a full list of our programmes, please visit the ‘Where we Work’ pages on our website. 

Why do our programmes work? 
We are often asked about the impact of our programmes and whether sport can really make a difference to children’s every day lives. To show why we do what we do and give an insight into our positive impact in hundreds of communities across the world, we hope you’ll take a minute to read the following case studies. 
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Right To Play Uganda 

Uganda faces huge challenges in 2010. It is still blighted by civil war between the government and Lord’s Resistance Army and lies 157th on the Human Development Index with 31% of the population living below the poverty line. Children in Uganda live in difficult situations and frequently lack access to proper education, health and care. Discrimination on the basis of gender and disability is all too common, with social taboos and stigmas around sexual education and HIV/AIDS dominating much of social and political life. 

Measles and Malaria cause widespread suffering across much of Africa and Uganda is no exception. In support of a three-day National Immunization Campaign at the Kawaala community health centre in rural Uganda (2007), Right To Play partnered with the Uganda Ministry of Health and the World Health Organization to maximize the number of children reached. By the end of day one more than 700 children had been immunized, compared to a nearby immunization post that reached only 34 children. 

What contributed to this 20-fold difference? Right To Play trained ‘Coaches’ (community leaders and teachers) from local community organizations and spent two weeks leading up to the campaign engaging children in educational games about measles and the importance of immunization. In addition, these children were given information postcards to take home and were taught that they could help control measles in Uganda if they mobilized their families, friends and neighbours to receive immunization. 

Pre-emptive education and community mobilisation efforts worked to great effect and in total, more than 1,500 children were accompanied by their parents to be immunized against measles at the Kawaala community health centre during the three day campaign. 

Right To Play Lebanon 
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Lebanon is a country recovering from years of war within its borders. Generations of Lebanese children have suffered in a series of internal and external conflicts since 1975 that have left over 300,000 Lebanese citizens displaced. Added to this, the number of Palestinian refugees seeking refuge in Lebanon has grown to more than 400,000 over the past 58 years. 

IDPs and refugees living in Lebanon experience fear, violence and prolonged uncertainty about their future. The children of the IDP and refugee populations have little emotional support and few outlets to cope with loneliness, boredom and stress. Opposing political groups use increasingly sophisticated techniques fuel sectarian violence and isolate frustrated youth from their communities. This represents a grave threat to durable peace and sustainable development, as cultures and cycles of violence are perpetuated. Refugees in Lebanon are prohibited from working in most trades and do not have access to government health, educational facilities or social services. This has resulted in high unemployment rates, a sense of hopelessness and a lack of control over their livelihoods and future. 

Right To Play programs are implemented in partnership with the government and United Nations in refugee communities and schools. They enhance children's physical, social and psychological development and nurture social cooperation, respect, teamwork, patience, empathy and fair-play. In partnership with the UN, we are providing the space, coaches and equipment for refugee children to undertake Sport for Development programming that has the potential to dramatically improve their lives. As in our other projects, we involve parents, elders and community members in sport and play activities to establish healthy bonds between children and adults and elicit stakeholder support. Through partnerships with various organisations we have also successfully negotiated private play spaces for women and girls. 

Our work in Lebanon has faced significant challenges as a result of the war in the summer of 2006 and the war in Nahr al Bared refugee camp in the summer of 2007. Despite these hardships, Right To Play in Lebanon made tremendous strides last year: 

• 30 Community Volunteers were trained in the Red Ball Child Play program and led daily activities for approximately 5,500 children in 100 centres for Internally Displaced People during the summer war of 2006; 

• 1140 youth, teachers and Local Coaches and Community volunteers are now trained in Red Ball Child Play and Early Child Play modules; 

• 1500 teachers from partner schools and Local Coaches from partner organizations lead activities for approximately 27,000 children in centres, schools and pre-schools. 

Our efforts have significantly enhanced the quality of life and learning available to thousands of children and young people in Lebanon. Feedback from partners in and outside government suggests the prospects for peace and development across the region have improved as a result. Our goal in 2010 is to implement our ‘Youth as Leader’ programme more fully. It gives youth an opportunity for practical leadership experience that allows them to take ownership over Sport for Development processes and wider social development. This develops a sense of pride, confidence and belonging whilst nurturing leadership skills and positive attitudes towards development and change. 

‘Young people in Lebanon are always frustrated. They are subject to the violence of war and difficult economic situations that disintegrate family ties. 


Right To Play helps parents and the school to educate children on all levels; alleviating pressure on young people overburdened with family and school responsibilities, and renewing faith in education and the surrounding world. Inside every one of us, there is a child who loves to play.’ 


Ms. Bashira Edgheim, Principal of a school participating in Right To Play programming in Beirut, Lebanon. 








‘Even if the problem of children orphaned by AIDS begins with the family, we are all equally responsible for the lives of these children. Government and non-governmental organizations need to work towards creating a brighter and safer world for children that live in unsafe circumstances’ 


"If you have self-confidence and believe in yourself, you can achieve anything. You can do or become anything you want. Everything is possible." 


Haile Gebrselassie, Right To Play Ambassador, two-time Gold Medallist and Marathon World Record Holder, speaking to children on our projects in Ethiopia.











