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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A MESSAGE FROM JOHANN OLAV KOSS, Founder, President and CEO

In 2007, Right To Play made great strides in our 
mission to improve the lives of children by using the
power of sport and play for development, health
and peace. Our commitment is to ensure that our
impact is significant yet sustainable. Key successes
over the course of the year included deepening our
affect within the communities where we currently
operate, expanding the reach of our programs by
embedding them in national education curriculum,
the financial growth of our National Offices and
compiling a comprehensive set of recommendations
to governments concerning the integration of Sport
for Development into national policies. 

Building Local Capacity Contributes to Deepening Our Impact
Throughout 2007 we witnessed the tangible benefits of the decentralization
process we began last year. Through building capacity at local level, we have
deepened our impact and created stronger partnerships, gained better understanding
of local interests and engaged more effectively in long-term planning directly 
in the communities in which we operate. Having local staff also gives us the ability
to adapt our delivery model to suit the cultural and social needs of each community.
Building local relationships and gaining community support is critical for the long-
term sustainability of our projects. Right To Play has also developed key relationships
with governments in many of the countries where we work; we have been invited
to attend approximately 75 government consultations over the past year.

Expanding Our Reach and Integration in Local School Curriculum
We continue to refine and enhance our monitoring and evaluation systems, and
can report that in 2007 we have reached more than 525,500 children weekly
with regular sport and play activity in 23 countries. In addition, we have been
able to reach more children through our summer camps, sport festivals and other
special events. By the end of 2007, we had almost 13,000 active Coaches 
delivering these programs. 

Another critical development in expanding the reach of our programs is the
increasing integration of our resources into national education curricula. In 2007,
we began working with Ministries of Education in Benin and Uganda, and we 
completed the curriculum in physical education, health and school sports in Dubai.
The significance of this is two fold: the quality and impact of our programs is being
recognized on a large scale and government educational policy around the world
is being influenced by the power of sport and play.

Renewed Mandate for the Sport for Development and Peace
International Working Group
Aside from these successes in the field, I would also like to highlight the work of
Right To Play as the Secretariat to the Sport for Development and Peace International
Working Group (SDP IWG), which will launch its recommendations in August 2008. 
In December 2007, the SDP IWG held its third Ministerial Meeting in Accra,
Ghana. The meeting brought together an impressive 43 governments and more
than 20 ministers from Asia, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the Americas to
discuss policy recommendations that would help national governments integrate
sport into their development frameworks. 

The Ghana meeting concluded with a Call for Action outlining several key 
recommendations to national governments as well as the continuation of the
International Working Group with a new mandate to 2015 to coexist with the 
UN Millennium Development Goals. The SDP IWG will present its final report 
during a Ministerial Meeting at the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 

Global Partnerships Generate Awareness for Right To Play
In 2007, Right To Play signed a four-year agreement with adidas. The partnership
kicked off with the launch of the Red Ball Movement, a campaign that sold thousands
of Right To Play/adidas mini balls across Europe and North America, Latin America
and Asia. The annual campaign is positioned to generate global awareness for Right
To Play. Proceeds from the sale of the balls are allocated directly to our programs. 

Right To Play also continued to work closely with global partner Johnson & Johnson
in 2007. Through the support of the Johnson & Johnson Family Health Initiative in
China, we piloted programs in schools to much success in the Beijing and Tianjin
districts. We will continue to work closely with Johnson & Johnson in the lead-up to
and during the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 

In the pages ahead, you will learn more about Right To Play and our operations
around the world. In particular, we hope you will read the extraordinary stories
and personal accounts coming from the children and Coaches. These stories put a
face on our work and help bring to life the positive impact Right To Play is having
every day on communities. The stories pay tribute to our Coaches, partners, staff,
Board members, international volunteers, athletes, funders and friends, who together
make all of this possible. 

My sincere gratitude and appreciation to the entire Right To Play team the world over. 

JOHANN OLAV KOSS
President and CEO

PHOTO: Gerhard Born, Ringier AG
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Welcome to Bob Myers, incoming Chair of Right To Play’s International Board of Directors
I want to take this opportunity to welcome Bob Myers, our new Chair of the International Board of Directors. Bob has already 
made a significant contribution to Right To Play as a valued member of our Board since 2005. Bob has held positions with 
international, national, provincial and local not-for-profit organizations around the world and is a respected consultant to the 
sector. Throughout his career, he has been a pioneer, a teacher and a leader. We are looking forward to Bob’s guidance 
and the valuable insight he can offer Right To Play. 

UPDATE ON GOVERNANCE 2007. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Right To Play International is governed by a Board of Directors who is responsible
for supervising the management of the organization and ensuring that its affairs
are being conducted in a manner that achieves Right To Play International’s
objectives. 

In March 2007, Silken Laumann stepped down as Chair of the Board of Right
To Play International after six years of dedicated service, and was succeeded 
by Bob Myers, former Chair of Green Shield Canada and an internationally
respected consultant to the not-for-profit sector. The organization is incredibly
grateful to Silken for her leadership and continued role on the Board, and 
welcomes Bob into this important role. 

The committees of the Board include a Finance and Audit Committee, a
Development Committee and a Corporate Governance Committee, and since
December 2007, a Program Committee. The mandate of the newly formed
Program Committee includes oversight of: strategic and operational planning 
of programmatic initiatives; new program development and implementation;
monitoring program relevance, integration, and measurement; and gathering
external knowledge relevant to the organization’s programs.

The Board of Directors met five times in 2007, twice in person and three times
telephonically, with average attendance being 76 per cent. The June Board of
Directors and Annual Meeting was held in London, England and hosted by
Right To Play partner Chelsea Football Club (F.C.). The December meeting was
held in Toronto. In addition, each committee, with the exception of the new
Program Committee, met between four-to-seven times during the year.

A major focus for the Board over the course of 2007 was the development of 
a long-term strategic plan, which was undertaken by management with the
assistance of Monitor and New Profit Inc. and overseen by a special Planning
Task Force of the Board of Directors. The strategic plan was approved by the
Board on December 12, 2007 and included key strategic decisions for the
organization over the next five years.

INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2007
Robert J. Myers (Chair) 
Johann Olav Koss (Secretary), President and CEO, Right To Play International
Jim Leech (Treasurer), President and CEO, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan

HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein, Wife of HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of UAE, and Ruler of 

Dubai (Until September 2007)
Geoff Beattie, President, The Woodbridge Company Ltd.

(Until March 2007)
Charmaine Crooks, Olympian, President/Founder of NGU Consultants
Jean Pierre Cuoni, Chairman of the Board of EFG International

(Since March 2007)
Kate Duhamel, Independent Filmmaker, Alley Oop Films

(Since December 2007)
Silken Laumann (Past Chair), Olympian, Inspirational Speaker, Writer, 

Child Advocate
Carl Liederman, Partner, Head of European Corporate, Arnold & Porter LLP 

(Since December 2007)
Meridee A. Moore, Senior Managing Member and Chief Investment Officer, 

Watershed Asset Management L.L.C. 
Steve Pagliuca, Managing Director, Bain Capital, LLC
W. Dexter Paine III, Partner, Paine & Partners, LLC

(Until December 2007)
Will Reynolds, Executive Partner, New Profit Inc.

(Since March 2007)
T. A. Ganda (Tommy) Sithole, Director, International Cooperation and 

Development, International Olympic Committee (IOC)
Johan van der Werf, Advisor to AEGON Executive Board



RIGHT TO PLAY

Right To Play is an international humanitarian organization that uses sport and
play programs to improve health, develop life skills, and foster peace for children
and communities in some of the most disadvantaged areas of the world.

Working in both the humanitarian and development context, Right To Play trains
local community leaders as Coaches to deliver programs in more than 
20 countries affected by war, poverty, and disease in Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child guides our work. 
Right To Play programs target the most marginalized children including girls, 
the disabled, children affected by HIV and AIDS, street children, former child 
combatants, and refugees.

Right To Play is supported by an international team of top athletes from over 
40 countries. As role models, these athletes inspire children, raise awareness 
and promote opportunities for funding for Right To Play projects.

Right To Play builds local capacity in four strategic areas: 

1. Basic Education and Child Development:
Right To Play’s sport and play programs foster the physical, cognitive and
social development of children to teach important values and life skills. 

2. Health Promotion and Disease Prevention: 
Right To Play sport and play programs are used to educate and mobilize
communities around national health and disease prevention priorities, 
including HIV and AIDS, malaria and immunization. 

3. Conflict Resolution and Peace Education: 
Right To Play programs are used as tools for teaching conflict resolution 
and peace building skills. Participation in regular activities encourages 
and facilitates the healing of communities and the reintegration of 
children affected by war. 

4. Community Development:
In order to create change and have a sustainable impact, Right To Play
works in partnership with local organizations to build community 
infrastructure through the engagement of local staff and local and 
international volunteers. 

4

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

at aGlance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

LEFT: Right To Play’s Early Childhood 
Education program in the occupied 
Palestinian territory
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WHERE WE WORK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

HEADQUARTERS

NATIONAL OFFICES

REGIONAL OFFICES

PROJECT LOCATIONS 

Currently, Right To Play has projects in 23 countries: Azerbaijan, Benin, Chad, China, Ethiopia, Ghana, Indonesia,
Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan, occupied Palestinian territory, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, 
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, and Zambia. 

Headquarters: 
Based in Toronto, Canada, Right To Play
Headquarters is home to the Executive Team
who manage the entire organization and
provide centralized support functions in 
business development and communications,
field operations, program monitoring and 
evaluation, finance, human resources,
research, and policy initiatives.

National Offices: 
The National Offices raise funds, build
awareness for Right To Play programs 
and advocate for Sport for Development.
Our National Offices are located in:
Canada, China, the Netherlands, Norway,
Switzerland, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), the United Kingdom (UK), and 
the United States of America (USA).

Regional Offices: 
Regional Offices are responsible for project
implementation within their regions as well
as managing local country offices within
their region. Right To Play has Regional
Offices in: Accra, Ghana (West and
Francophone Africa Region); Kampala,
Uganda (East and Southern Africa Region);
Bangkok, Thailand (Asia Region); Beirut,
Lebanon (Middle East and North Africa
Region). 

Global Reach



Right To Play sport and play programs teach the importance of healthy child
development and help build stronger communities. The programs help mobilize
communities around key health issues in a fun and social way to support national
health objectives and campaigns. Right To Play’s programs also help children
develop tools and skills for positive, non-violent interaction and social integration,
and teach solidarity. Through these activities, children also learn team work, 
cooperation and respect. 

Working with local communities, implementing partners, and funders, Right To
Play tailors every program to meet identified community needs. To create each
program we draw upon the expertise of our Program Monitoring and Evaluation
department to lead the development of our sport and play resources (training
manuals, workbooks and games). Right To Play’s expert educators and experienced
trainers develop interactive training workshops for adults as well as games and
activities for children with specific learning objectives in mind. Each component
of the program, whether it be a workshop session, a warm-up activity, or a sport-
based game, is designed to have an impact on the areas that have been
identified by the community for learning and behaviour change. 

Right To Play strives to achieve outcomes that: 

• Promote experiential learning and holistic development using sport and play 
games and activities;

• Emphasize the Reflect-Connect-Apply learning strategy, which encourages 
participants to examine their experiences, relate those experiences to what 
they already know and apply the learning in their daily lives; and

• Promote inclusion of children who may be marginalized for reasons of 
gender, religion, ability, ethnicity, disability or social background.

To ensure quality implementation of our programs, Right To Play has developed a
delivery model that is focused on local capacity building and is easily adapted
whether we are working directly with communities, through schools or through
partner organizations. Right To Play’s delivery model functions as a triangular
model that involves each level acting as mentors and teachers to the level below.
For example, the model shows Project Coordinators (PCs) at the top, who are
responsible for skills and leadership training of the Supervisors at the next level.
The training includes ensuring that Supervisors understand the games and their
learning outcomes. 

The ultimate goal of Right To Play programming is to foster behaviour change.
Changing behaviour, however, is a complex process. It involves more than simply
building knowledge and awareness. It includes acquiring skills to adopt and
maintain behaviours and change attitudes (such as self-esteem and confidence,
hope and optimism, empathy, compassion, and motivation). Behaviour change
also requires supportive environments -- role models, family, Coaches, teachers,
and peers play a key role in adopting new behaviours. 

Through the repetitive sport and play activities in Right To Play’s programs, children
and youth find a supportive environment and have opportunities to practice skills,
knowledge, and attitudes that can contribute to behaviour change. 

Program Development

RIGHT TO PLAY 
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The delivery model has been designed to position 
Right To Play to:

1. Reach a large number of children
2. Emphasize regular activities 
3. Ensure quality programs
4. Monitor participation

PC

Supervisor 
(3) 

Coach/
Teacher Trainer 

(30)

Coach/Teacher 
(300)

Children 
(7,500)

Programs



Right To Play’s Most Widely Implemented Resources
Red Ball Child Play
Red Ball Child Play promotes intellectual, physical, emotional and social development in children.
As well, Red Ball Child Play starts children on a lifetime path of participating in physical activity,
making healthy choices, enjoying satisfying relationships with others and contributing positively to their
community. The five coloured balls of Red Ball Child Play correspond with the five areas in which a
child must grow: red for mind, black for body, yellow for spirit, blue for peace, and green for health.
The resource contains more than 150 games and activities.

Focus: Holistic Child Development
Target: Ages 6 – 12  

Live Safe Play Safe
Live Safe Play Safe contributes to the prevention of HIV and AIDS by engaging children and youth in
play and sport-based games and activities that focus on helping them adopt and maintain healthy
behaviours. Live Safe Play Safe games and activities build knowledge of HIV and AIDS, promote life skills
for adopting and maintaining healthy behaviours, such as negotiation, resisting peer pressure, and
reducing stigma around HIV and AIDS. The games promote healthy attitudes and values, such as respect,
inclusion and cooperation. The resource has more than100 games and activities designed for children
and youth.

Focus: HIV and AIDS Education and Prevention
Target: Ages 6 – 9; 10 – 14 and 15 – 19  

Early Child Play
Early Child Play promotes holistic development of the young child using parallel and cooperative 
play activities. Early Child Play concentrates on building confidence in the youngest age group and
building physical dexterity and cooperation in the older group. Early Child Play uses the same five
coloured balls and areas of development as the Red Ball Child Play resource. The resource contains
more than 60 physical games and activities. 

Focus: Holistic Early Childhood Development (primarily physical development)
Target: Ages 2 – 3 and 4 – 5  

Youth as Leader
The Youth as Leader resource promotes the development of leadership skills and attitudes through play
and sport-based games and activities. The purpose of the resource is to engage youth in meaningful
activities and to develop within them a sense of efficacy, pride, confidence and belonging. Activities
in this resource aim to develop knowledge, leadership skills and positive attitudes. 

Focus: Participatory Leadership
Target: Ages 13 – 20+

RIGHT TO PLAY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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TOP: A Right To Play workshop takes place in Banda Aceh, Indonesia 

BOTTOM: Coaches in the occupied Palestinian territory lead 
preschool children in program activities Resources
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Right To Play works in partnership with national governments,
community-based organizations and other non-governmental
organizations to eliminate barriers to education. Right To Play
works to provide all children and youth – regardless of gender or
ability – with access to programs that help establish a foundation
for ongoing personal growth and development.  

Among the benefits directly linked to increased access to education
that Right To Play has witnessed is greater participation of the
child in his or her community. With the support of Right To Play,
young people are trained as Coaches and Trainers (local 
volunteers that play an integral role in teaching children) and
become positive role models within their communities. Another
benefit is greater access to economic opportunities. Upon becoming
trained, these young people acquire valuable transferable 
skills that increase their opportunities within the local job market.
Finally, Right To Play’s programs provide a forum to share 
important educational messages with children, youth and other
members of the community, which can contribute toward the
reduction of stigma-based discrimination.  

RWANDA: BASIC EDUCATION
Sport for Development enhances children’s attendance
in Rwanda
In 2006, Right To Play and UNICEF Rwanda embarked upon a
partnership to implement a Sport for Development program in 52
child-friendly primary schools and 15 special centres throughout
the country. 

With the serious gap that exists in Rwanda’s formal educational
system, too few children were participating in regular sport and
play activities. Right To Play partnered with UNICEF to contribute

toward the overall development of sport and play programs in
these schools. Right To Play understood that teachers play a 
crucial role in influencing the learning outcomes of a child, therefore,
Right To Play worked with the primary school teachers to integrate
activities into the physical education programs.  

A field visit conducted by Right To Play in September 2007 
indicated that children in 91 per cent of child-friendly schools
were enjoying the games from Right To Play’s holistic child 
development resource and that 68 per cent of the teachers
involved were motivated, and enjoyed using Right To Play’s sport
and play programs.

Teachers involved have noted that pupils are more alert in class
and attendance is higher, with more children wanting to register in
a school that offers Right To Play sport and play activities. 

National education authorities have witnessed these changes and
are interested in incorporating Right To Play’s program resources
in national school curricula. Meanwhile, more stakeholders are
contributing to the realization of a better and healthier life for the
Rwandese children. 

Through Right To Play’s partnership with UNICEF, 55 schools 
and special centres across Rwanda are now using sport and 
play activities as part of their curriculum. Approximately 49,300 
children are registered as participating in Right To Play activities,
which includes 24,600 girls and 560 children living with 
disabilities.

Sport and play programs foster the physical, cognitive and 
social development of children to teach important values and life skills11 STRATEGIC AREA: BASIC EDUCATION AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT

�Since the 
introduction of
Right To Play
activities, the
number of 

children who are 
late for school 
has dropped 
significantly.

Children who used
to spend a lot of
time alone seem 
to integrate more

easily into 
larger groups, 

discrimination
towards children
with disabilities

has decreased and
orphans seem more

open to others 
and more joyful.�

DIRECTORS AT KIRWA 
AND KABAYA SCHOOLS

Rwanda
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RIGHT: A Tanzanian boy plays 

during a Play Day
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Right To Play works in areas of the world where diseases such 
as AIDS, malaria, rubella, tuberculosis and a range of water-born
and parasitic diseases are common. Understanding the nature of
these diseases and how to prevent their spread through the
adoption of healthy lifestyle behaviours is one of the areas that
Right To Play’s programs address.

To inform and mobilize communities around national health 
initiatives, Right To Play uses sport and play activities that engage 
children, youth and adults in participatory health promotion, 
such as washing one’s hands, and disease prevention, such as
sleeping under a mosquito net to prevent contracting malaria.
Through this interactive and community-driven initiative, children
and youth learn critical health messages, which they then share
with their families and other community members. 

Sport and play programs are used to educate and mobilize communities
around national health and disease prevention priorities, including 
HIV and AIDS, malaria and immunization 

22 STRATEGIC AREA: HEALTH PROMOTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION

�Volunteer work
is a challenge, 

but the best 
part of it is 

when I realize 
that I am 

able to make a 
difference.��  

BAPTISTA 
SALVADOR MAMBO

Mozambique
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RIGHT: Coaches in Mozambique
lead Right To Play activities
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MOZAMBIQUE: DISEASE PREVENTION
For the love of children
Baptista Salvador Mambo is a 22-year-old Coach who has been
working with Right To Play since 2005, and teaches sport and
play activities at Santa Isabel, a local kindergarten school in
Mozambique. 

“When my father and brother died of AIDS, I decided to start
talking openly about the disease and wanted to do something. 
As a big lover of sports, Right To Play was the right organization
for me to work with as a volunteer. There, I was given the opportunity
to work with children and share my knowledge. I feel privileged 
to be given the chance to do what I like most; that is to talk about
health and hygiene, to teach children practical skills on how to
prevent the spread of HIV and AIDS, and to reduce associated
stigma and discrimination through the games.”

Using Right To Play educational programs, Baptista educates and
mobilizes people around national health and disease prevention 
priorities, including HIV and AIDS, malaria and cholera – diseases
that contribute toward the high death rate in Mozambique.  

Baptista’s enthusiastic approach to delivering health messaging
through sport and play activities has resulted in the steady
increase in enrollment at the kindergarten where he works.
Initially the kindergarten had only 80 children registered, but 
as interest in Right To Play programs grew, parents enrolled 
their children in Santa Isabel, and attendance increased to 
more than 200 children. 

SUDAN: HEALTH PROMOTION
Youth gather to tackle mounting garbage in 
Juba, Sudan
For refugees living in Lologo Outreach Camp, which hosts refugee
returnees and refugees from Ethiopia, sport and play has helped
to create awareness around the importance of maintaining a
healthy environment. A week-long sanitation campaign, which
included health-based awareness and educational activities, saw
Right To Play mobilize children to join Juba residents to make the
“Clean Up the City Campaign” a success. 

“Maintaining hygiene after this general clean-up demands a 
positive change of attitude towards our environment, and no
doubt that is what Right To Play has been working toward since
they came to the camp,” said Coach Abraham Ojulu. 

Right To Play Coaches and project Supervisors encouraged children
and members of the Lologo Outreach Camp, which is located
approximately six kilometres outside of Juba, to participate in the
awareness campaign, and tackle the growing piles of garbage
posing a risk to the community’s health and well-being. To facilitate
the removal of garbage, Right To Play loaned rakes, spades,
gloves, dust masks, wheel barrows and a truck to help remove
and transport the waste to specified points for disposal. 

More than 1,000 children and youth participated in the week-long
campaign to combat the growing garbage problem in Juba while
learning important health and hygiene lessons from Coaches. 
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�It is beyond any other kind of education to mobilize communities in this playful manner.
We did not plead with anyone to participate [in the cleaning up of garbage]. 

Rather, the enthusiasm shown by Right To Play Coaches and the children has drawn 
everyone to assist.� 

OMAN ONYONGO
LOLOGO OUTREACH CAMP MANAGER

Sudan 



Many of the children and youth with which Right To Play works have
witnessed or, in some instances, been directly engaged in acts of
violence and conflict. As a result of their exposure many children
are in need of assistance that will enable them to peacefully resolve
conflict and begin a process of reintegration within their families
and communities. Right To Play’s programs strive to create safe 
environments for these vulnerable children. The use of sport and
play activities offers them the opportunity to work through their past,
and begin to trust themselves and others again. 

LEBANON: PEACE EDUCATION
Acceptance replaces aggression
When local and international humanitarian organizations deliver
much needed relief aid to the displaced, Right To Play delivers joy
through Sport for Development. As a low-cost, high-impact tool 
that contributes toward the healthy physical, social and emotional
development of children and youth, Sport for Development offered
the youth displaced by the onset of war in May 2007 with an 
alternative outlet for dealing with aggression.  

The war, which erupted in Nahr 
al-Bared refugee camp in north
Lebanon, resulted in the displacement
of approximately 35,000 people, 
nearly two-thirds of whom were forced 
to take refuge in the neighbouring
Beddawi refugee camp.   

Right To Play Project Coordinators
focused on the source of the youth’s
anger to help them better understand it.
Working with youth aged 14 – 17 in
their school classes, Right To Play held
60-minute sessions of organized sport and
play activities that focused on conflict resolution and peace building
as well as healthy emotional expression and development to help the
youth identify and resolve their feelings of fear, anger and frustration.

The youth were encouraged to explore their feelings, which they did
through a game called “Musical Hoops”, an activity the Coaches

modified to teach inclusion and to enable discussion
around their conflict situation. When done, the youth
were brought together to reflect on the game and to
relate it to their current situations.  

As the Project Coordinators encouraged discussion,
the youth began to reflect on the game’s similarities to
their current living conditions, which allowed them to
see how they might apply what they learned to how
they behave and live within the crowded conditions of
the camp.  

Programs are used as tools for teaching conflict resolution and 
peace building skills33 STRATEGIC AREA: CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND PEACE EDUCATION

�Games unite 
people together.
Through games,

children get 
health education,
skills and devel-
opment. The most
important thing
is that children
get to know each
other.They build 
a foundation of
peace. Even when

they go back 
to their own

country, they will
still be friends.� 

MZALIWA SALIMA
Tanzania
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LEFT: Children in the occupied Palestinian territory
participate in Right To Play games 

BELOW: A local Coach in Lebanon leads girls in a game

RIGHT: Lebanese boys take a break from games
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In everything we do, we look for a way that is sustainable. Where
there were international volunteers who once filled the positions of
Project Coordinators, Project Managers, Country Managers, Trainers
and Coaches, we now promote more and more local individuals to
fill these important roles. The engagement of local communities and
schools is what ensures our sustainability. By providing the necessary
training to those who also believe that sport is a powerful tool for
positive change, we have established acceptance in the communities
and have developed partnerships for change.

GHANA: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The Seven Shining Stars of Burma Camp
The Seven Shining Stars, all of whom are physical education teachers
and Right To Play Coaches, were nominated to participate in a 
workshop in April because of their passion for their work. The 
purpose of the workshop was to introduce them to Right To Play’s
revised curriculum, which uses
games and activities as tools to
improve health, build life skills and
foster peace among children in 
disadvantaged communities. The
Seven Stars proved their capacity
to master Right To Play’s games
and activities within a short period
of time, and are now implementing
them in their schools. Post-workshop
visits by the Right To Play project
team to each of the Coach’s
schools showed that the children
are playing the games every week
and are not only enjoying them,
but are learning valuable lessons.

“The children are always enthusiastic when the physical education
period approaches. If I fail to turn up, I’m in trouble [with the children],
and have to make up for the periods I miss,” said William Ayeetey
of the Burma Camp Basic School. The goal is to have a positive
impact on the lives of the children they reach so that they become
happier, healthier and educated children. 

Samuel Laryea, a teacher with 37 Military Basic School, and another
Coach who attended the training, agreed that the children with whom
he interacts are now more confident and focus better in the classroom
during their lessons. 

“The reserved children have become more active and are quickly
picking up with their class work. Children are now tolerant of 
their friends, and do not patronize one another,” said William,
regarding the children’s positive attitudes.

Right To Play works with local organizations to build community 
infrastructure through the engagement of local staff and volunteers4

�Children 
participate in
class more by 
contributing 

to discussions and
asking questions.
Through discus-
sions, children
are now more

knowledgeable, and
appreciate and
accept the views 
of others. Boys
and girls are 
no longer shy 

to be seen 
mingling with 
one another.

The children are
more confident
than before they
started playing
Right To Play

games.�
ERIC KUMA-BAKU

WAJIR BASIC SCHOOL
Ghana
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RIGHT: An Ethiopian Coach 
debriefs after a game 

RIGHT: The Seven Shining Stars 
in Ghana received awards for 

community involvement
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For Right To Play, inclusion means ensuring that sport and play
activities can be delivered in ways that promote the effective 
inclusion of all children regardless of race, gender, disability and
religion. For this reason, Right To Play activities are created to
address broad development areas and are effective tools for
reducing isolation, exclusion, loneliness, fear, poor self-esteem
and feelings of powerlessness. Right To Play works on the belief
that through games and sports, attitudes towards those children
who are marginalized will change. 

OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY (oPt): DISABILITY
Hearing impaired children thrive on participating 
in sports
At the Palestinian Red Crescent Society hearing impaired school in
Nablus, children are lined up in a row, eager to begin their 
physical education class. The school has been using Right To Play
resources since November 2006 after its teachers received training
on how to adapt the sport and play activities to meet the different
needs of their students.

“Children with hearing impairments don’t favour ordinary songs and
activities. But, they are very happy with the physical activities in 
particular,” said Mrs. Kifah, head of the hearing impaired school.

One of Right To Play’s two guiding principles is the inclusion of all 
children and youth, regardless of race, gender, disability and religion

GUIDING PRINCIPLE: INCLUSION

�I have learned 
a skill, and that
is that disability
is not inability.
Children with 

different 
disabilities can
come together, 

interact, receive
education and
find themselves

fitting into  
communities
more easily.�

COACH
UGANDA NATIONAL

ASSOCIATION 
OF THE BLIND

Uganda

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

BELOW: A local Ethiopian Coach leads children 
in warm up activity
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The children’s physical education teacher carefully explained and
demonstrated the games and exercises in sign language. She
talked about Red Ball Child Play, one of Right To Play’s resources
that focuses on holistic development, and “Red Mind Ball” games
within the resource that aim to develop memory and concentration
skills. After that, she asked questions about the importance of 
concentration and how the children might use memory skills in
their daily life.

“Children with hearing impairments have great inner energy.
Therefore, they enjoy physical games and activities to discharge
that energy. We draw on activities to teach children positive 
concepts and values in an interesting way to help them to 
understand easily,” added Mrs. Kifah.

MOZAMBIQUE: INCLUSION OF GIRLS
Sport and play activities create opportunity for girls 
at Muchangulene Primary School
The girls of Muchangulene Primary School in Maelane, situated
on the outskirts of the Mozambican capital city Maputo, now
have the opportunity to participate in sport and play activitity
just like the boys. Wona Sanana, an organization that trains 
primary school teachers, decided to complement their existing
physical education program with Right To Play’s activities.

While boys were participating in physical education classes or
play periods, the girls at Muchangulene Primary School would 
be expected to clean the school yard. Contributing toward their
exclusion from regular sport and play activity was the lack of
training the teachers had in physical education. Through the 
promotion of inclusion by Right To Play programs, girls now 
participate in the sport and play activities.

As a result, “The children have improved a lot in their tests. They
pay more attention during classes and the absenteeism rate has
reduced. Children are having more fun at school. The girls who
used to run away from classes because they had to work at
school and back home are now the best students,” said Gabriel
Alberto Chongo, a teacher at Muchangulene Primary School.

He added, “I am proud to witness the change and development
in these children. Organizing these activities has helped me to
learn a lot from the children as well. It is an amazing experience
for an adult to be able to learn from children. I got the chance to
know my students better and I also help them with family issues.
Play and games have connected us and children feel free and 
comfortable to talk to me about the problems that they encounter
in their daily lives.”

ETHIOPIA: DISABILITY
Right To Play Ethiopia receives “Disability
Award”
In December 2007, Right To Play Ethiopia received an
award from United Nations, Ministry of Labour and
Social Affairs, and the Ethiopian Federation for People
Living with Disabilities for being the best international
non-governmental organization (INGO) in the area 
of disability. The award was received following an
evaluation carried out by a team of seven members
from the Embassy of Sweden, UNICEF and the Ministry
of Labour and Social Affairs who visited different
areas of Ethiopia and evaluated the impacts of work
carried out by different INGOs based on achievements
in disability-related areas, program implementation,
and feasibility and sustainability of the project.

People with disabilities represent a significantly vulnerable and 
disadvantaged population in Ethiopia. According to a 2003
Handicap International report, there are 4.5 million people living
with disabilities in Ethiopia. Polio, trachoma, landmines and other
causes have left many individuals with disabilities and at risk of
being marginalized within communities. Children and youth living
with disabilities are very rarely given the opportunity to attend
school, participate in sport activities or join 
the workforce, which often leads to a life 
on the street and the reliance upon others
for compassion and survival.

Since its inception in 2005, Right To Play
Ethiopia has made significant progress in
mainstreaming and integrating children
with disabilities in their programming.
Through its numerous efforts in raising the
profile of people living with disabilities, a
strong foundation based on the guiding
principles of inclusion and sustainability has
been built. Emphasis was given to girls with
disabilities to reduce their vulnerabilities in
the communities. 

Right To Play Ethiopia, in its project locations,
ensures participation of all children in 
regular sport and play activities. It focuses
on building capacity of youth living with
disabilities by training them in Right To Play
resources to become Coaches and role
models for children.  17

�I used to be a teacher and   
whenever we would have 

physical education classes, 
the blind children were 
isolated because we did not   
have many activities for  

them.As a result, they would  
often be left out. But, when 

I trained in Right To Play 
activities I found out that

there are games in which they 
can also be involved.�

COACH
UGANDA NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE BLIND

Uganda

BELOW: Teachers lead children in an
activity at the Red Crescent Society

hearing impaired school in Nablus, oPt



Right To Play works in partnership with community-based organizations
to run our programs. We work with professionals from the region
to ensure compatibility with local customs, and systems. This
ensures that Right To Play can effectively incorporate sport and
play programs with the support of community members, local 
volunteers and staff who are trained in Right To Play’s resources 
so that programming can be sustained at the local level.

INDONESIA: SUSTAINABILITY
Teachers, volunteers and community workers experience
the value of sport and play
Three years after the Indian Ocean tsunami, communities are
keen to provide their children with opportunities to learn and
play. More than ever, these community leaders understand the
value of promoting holistic child development and providing all
children with the opportunity to participate in educational and 
fun activities.  

In December 2007, 120 teachers, social workers and community
volunteers took first steps toward becoming Right To Play Red Ball
Child Play Coaches by attending training on the east and west
coasts of Aceh, Indonesia.  

The focus of Right To Play’s program in Indonesia is holistic child
and youth development within a child protection framework.
Focusing on vulnerable children, Right To Play works in the 
east and west coast regions of Aceh and the city Banda Aceh.
Providing outreach activities that ensure children, who would 
otherwise not have the chance to participate in structured play,
can learn and develop while having fun, the program also
enables youth and community leaders to learn and develop 
new skills.  

Resi, a social worker for the non-governmental organization
(NGO) Yayasan Mulia Hati explained, “I never realized until 
now how effective it could be to learn through play. Now that
I have taken part in the Red Ball Child Play workshop, I have 
discovered a whole new approach to education.” Her colleague
Arfis added, “I am happy to have been trained by Right To Play. 
I am now better equipped to help children feel good and to help
them learn through sport and play activities.”

"We have a 
problem with 

sanitation in our
communities.

But, after leading
the children

through Right To
Play games and
activities on the
importance of

hygiene, children
are now able to

serve as advocates
of environmental

cleanliness. 
This awareness
will eventually
translate into 
sustainable 

practices in the
communities."
MR. FRANCIS OPOKU

DIRECTOR OF ACTION CHILD
MOBILIZATION (ACM)

Ghana
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Cooperation Hope Integrity
Hope Integrity Leadership

Dedication Respect

BELOW: Ethiopian school girls at play

RIGHT: Coaches in Indonesia learn 
Right To Play games at a 

training seminar

As one of Right To Play’s guiding principles, all of our programs 
are implemented with sustainability in mind
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ATHLETE AMBASSADOR PROGRAM

�We were over-
whelmed by their
[the athletes�] 

welcoming 
presence and

greatly admired
them playing 

with the 
children wherever

they went. 
They boosted our 
morale in our

respective 
communities. 
We wish to see
more of such 

visitors in our
project areas.�
WILLIAM SUMOWULO 

COACH TRAINER
West Point, Liberia
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BELOW: 2007 Athlete Forum in Liberia

Right To Play’s Athlete Ambassador program continues to grow,
with more than 300 athletes from 50 countries now supporting
Right To Play. In 2007, Right To Play’s Athlete Ambassadors 
worked tirelessly to spread the positive message about how sport
and play improve the lives of children and to dedicate time and
support towards fundraising activities for Right To Play programs.

In order to show Athlete Ambassadors first-hand the impact Right 
To Play’s programs have on children and communities, each year 
Right To Play hosts an International Athlete Forum. This year’s Forum
consisted of a four-day visit to Right To Play’s Liberia projects. The
towns visited were the Township of West Point, Clara Town, Chicken
Soup Factory and Kakata. The Forum brought together athletes 
who will be competing in the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, 
which serves as an important venue to generate awareness for
Right To Play programs and demonstrate our leadership in Sport 
for Development.  

Landing in Liberia
The athletes included Kei Kamara, football (USA), Mo Farah, athletics
(UK), James McIlroy, athletics (UK), Whitney Ping, table tennis
(USA), Adam van Koeverden, sprint kayak (Canada) and Chiel
Warners, decathlon (Netherlands). For many of the Athlete
Ambassadors it was their first visit to a Right To Play project and to
see Sport for Development in action in a country that has suffered
greatly through years of civil war. Out of the group, Kei Kamara
had a special connection to the children of Liberia because he had
grown up through the civil war years in neighbouring Sierra Leone,
a country with a similar history of conflict. Kei moved to the US
from Sierra Leone at age 16, and while in Liberia he was reminded
of how he looked up to his brothers and played football to stay out
of trouble. Kei was deeply moved by the visit and the potential for
change in the country.

As role models, our athletes inspire children, raise awareness and 
promote opportunities for funding Right To Play projects



The athletes witnessed how Right To Play projects in Liberia focus 
on teaching health, life skills and conflict resolution. Children are
actively engaged in games that promote tolerance and peace, and
Live Safe Play Safe games that teach HIV and AIDS prevention 
and awareness. Through the implementation of Sport for Development
initiatives, Right To Play Liberia aims to convey key life skills and 
messages to children through sport and play, to contribute toward
the reduction of HIV and AIDS and other infectious diseases by using
sport as a vehicle for information sharing and to contribute toward
post-war peace and the construction of cohesive communities.

Learning the Games
One of the games in which the athletes took part was “Wash Your Hands”, where children stood in a circle
and sang about the importance of washing their hands as a strategy to ensure good hygiene and to prevent
the spread of viruses that cause illnesses like colds and flu. Following the game the Coach led a group discussion
that allowed the children to relate the game’s key message about cleanliness to their own lives, and provide
them with the opportunity to talk about hygiene. Olympian (2004) Whitney Ping said, “It is amazing. Coming
to Liberia completely re-energized me. As a sports fan, I never have witnessed anything so exciting, and as a
human being, I have never been so touched.”

As advocates for Sport for Development, the group travelled throughout the city visiting schools in West Point
and Clara Town to lead smaller groups of children in activity, and to share with them how they have benefited
from sport. Local Coach Mohammed Kemokai led the group in activities before having the Athlete
Ambassadors join in a friendly game of football as part of a mini sport clinic. 

One of the outcomes of the Forum was that the group of athletes left Liberia better educated about the specific
impacts Right To Play has on children and youth in Liberia. The Athlete Ambassadors hope to bolster Right To
Play awareness and fundraising efforts leading up to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.

James McIlroy, one of the Olympic hopefuls in athletics for the UK said, “The trip was one of the single most
rewarding experiences I've had to date. It was powerful to see Right To Play operate first hand and to witness
the impact on so many children in Liberia. I will do anything I can to help spread the message about the great
work Right To Play is doing around the world.”

�We need to make a better Africa for the children 
of tomorrow, and I can see that this is something 
Right To Play is trying to do. My advice to kids 
from home (Africa) is to always keep working 
hard; the opportunities might not be there right 

now, but  the love is there.�
KEI KAMARA
Football (USA)

ABOVE: Athlete Ambassador Kei Kamara
presents a local Coach with Right To Play

ball in Liberia

RIGHT: Athlete Ambassador Mo Farah 
in Liberia
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One of Right To Play’s main policy initiatives has been acting as Secretariat for
the Sport for Development and Peace International Working Group (SDP IWG) for
the past four years. Established in 2004, SDP IWG is a four-year policy initiative
that works to create and promote the adoption of policy recommendations for 
the integration of sport and physical activity into national and international 
development priorities. 

The work of the SDP IWG will culminate this year in the presentation of a 
comprehensive set of policy recommendations to national governments at the
Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 

Building the Evidence Base and Influencing Policy
To ensure that the policy recommendations to national governments are rooted 
in solid evidence, experience, and practical realities, the SDP IWG Secretariat
commissioned literature reviews to document the impact of sport in five thematic
areas: health and prevention of disease, gender equity, inclusion of persons 
with disabilities, child and youth development and education, and conflict 
prevention and peace-building.   

In addition, the Secretariat interviewed representatives of 34 governments, 
from all regions of the world, to gain insight into their diverse approaches to 
policy in support of Sport for Development and Peace. This information will 
soon be released in a publication entitled, “Sport for Development and Peace:
Governments in Action”.

Bringing Governments Together 
Throughout 2007, the Secretariat helped to secure a spot for Sport for
Development and Peace on the meeting agendas of the European Union, the
Sports Council of the Americas, the Commonwealth Ministers of Sport, Asian
Forum on Sports Innovation, and African Union Youth Ministers. However, the
highlight of the year was in December when Right To Play, as Secretariat to
the SDP IWG, co-hosted with the Government of Ghana, a ministerial meeting 
in Accra, Ghana. The meeting brought together an unprecedented number 
of representatives from 43 nations to discuss ways to harness the power of 
sport to advance national and international development priorities. Ministers 
were joined by representatives from the United Nations Development Programme, 
UN-Habitat, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and the Office 
of the United Nations Special Adviser on Sport for Development and Peace, as
well as some inter-governmental bodies (African Union, European Commission,
Supreme Council for Sport in Africa) and many non-governmental organizations.

Participants discussed key policy 
recommendations aimed at helping 
national governments to integrate sport 
into their national and international 
development frameworks and policies, 
and identified ways to accelerate inter-
governmental outreach and engagement 
in the lead-up to the release of the 
SDP IWG’s Final Report at the Beijing
2008 Olympic Games. The Ghana 
meetings resulted in the adoption of the
Accra Call for Action, a document of 
government commitment in support of 
using sport as a tool for development 
and peace. 

Spreading the Word  
Several key communications tools were
developed to engage governments 
in promoting the power of Sport for
Development and Peace in 2007.  

A quarterly newsletter – SDP IWG News –
was introduced to showcase new and
exciting national government initiatives and
to feature stories from around the globe
that focus on diverse development goals.

In addition, the publication “From the Field:
Sport for Development and Peace in Action”,
was launched in November and highlights
the impacts and lessons learned from 31
Sport for Development and Peace projects
and programs from around the world. 

Sport for Development and Peace International Working Group
The following 

governments were 
present in Accra, Ghana:

Angola
Austria

Azerbaijan
Benin

Burundi
Canada

Cape Verde
Chad
China 

Colombia
Costa Rica
El Salvador

Ethiopia
Ghana

Guatemala
India

Jordan
Kenya

Lebanon
Malawi

Mali
Malaysia
Namibia

Netherlands
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Palau

Palestinian National Authority
Papua New Guinea

Peru
Rwanda

Sierra Leone
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sudan

Switzerland
Tanzania
Uganda

United Kingdom
Zambia

Zimbabwe 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
RIGHT: Children in Ghana demonstrate 

the power of Sport for Development

FAR RIGHT: Johann Olav Koss with Hon. O.B.
Amoah, Deputy Minster of Education, Science

and Sport and Hon. Elizabeth Ohene, Minister
of State, both of Ghana, at the SDP IWG

Executive Committee meeting in December

RIGHT TO PLAY POLICY



Happy Healthy Child pilot 
project launched
With a third of the world’s population living in China, what happens
in the country – socially, politically, economically and environmentally
– has global consequences. Despite its wealth as a country, there
are large disparities in China, particularly between the more industrial
eastern provinces and the rural central and western provinces
where there are many vulnerable communities and children in 
need. Right To Play believes it is important to be present and
engaged in these areas to help improve the lives of children and
build the foundation for positive social change. 

For these reasons, in 2007 Right To Play made the decision to be
present in China and, funded by the Johnson & Johnson Family
Health Initiative, launched pilot projects in the Beijing and Tianjin 
districts. 

The goal of the pilot project was to introduce Happy Healthy Child,
one of Right To Play’s holistic child development resources, in pilot
schools to assess its value for both teachers and children. Right To
Play would train, follow-up with, and certify teachers in the use 
of the resource; gather early indications of progress towards the
desired learning outcomes; and, customize and revise the resource
using teacher feedback on their actual experiences with the resource.

Right To Play’s observations of children’s behaviour over the course
of the year showed that those games that taught children about 
relationships and social development were the most popular. When
playing these games, children tended to show higher levels of 
cooperation and teamwork. They liked the
nature of the activities that allowed them to
experience how to help each other and to
interact with their peers with respect.  

Feedback from Teachers: 
“Through learning and playing these games,
children not only learned and obtained a lot
of knowledge; they were also inspired by the
games. It softens the conflicts and makes it
easier for children to build relationships. Children start to solve 
problems without help. They become more and more understanding,
trusting, brave and courageous. As a result, tense situations in class
or on campus have been reduced.”

Developing new school curricula
for health and physical education
With the generous 
support of the Office 
of Her Royal Highness
Princess Haya Bint Al
Hussein, Right To Play
implemented the Special
Initiative Project pilot 
in Dubai that would
establish the foundation
for building healthy, 
productive adult lives 
for students in the
United Arab Emirates.
Designed to allow for
the development of new
curricula for health and
physical education in
schools from kindergarten to grade 12, as well as enhancing
the teaching skills of health and physical education teachers,
the Initiative aimed to increase school principals’ support for
health and physical education and provide opportunities for
talented students to excel in their sports. The Initiative made after
school recreational activities available for students, while at the
same time increased parent and community awareness about
the importance of physical activities for better health.
Princess Haya Initiative for the Development of
Health, Physical Education and School Sports
In February, the second phase of the Initiative was launched and
named “Princess Haya Initiative for the Development of Health,
Physical Education and School Sports”, which recognized its
expanded scope that would meet the objectives of the recently
announced United Arab Emirates federal government’s sport
strategy in schools.
By year end, the Physical Education Manual had been refined
in cooperation with the Sport for Development Committee 
and activities broadened to include an additional 10 schools.
All grade 6 to 12 health and physical education teachers had
come together to discuss the curriculum and expand their 
knowledge on health, fitness and the integration of life skills. The
curriculum was also launched with grades 1 to 5 in Dubai with
a five-day teacher workshop that presented the new curriculum,
sample lesson plans and relevant instructional practices.

2SPECIAL INIATIVE SPECIAL INITIATIVES 2007
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�I will tell my parents all the   
health knowledge I learned from

the games. The games not only made 
me happy, but also taught me a lot.� 

CHINESE CHILD

ChinaDubai. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SPECIAL INITIATIVES 2007

ABOVE: Chinese boys 
playing a Right To Play
cooperation game

ABOVE: HRH Princess Haya Bint 
Al Hussein and husband HH Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister 
of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai



The Canadian National Office had another successful and 
gratifying year in 2007 as Right To Play’s message continued 
to resonate strongly across the country. The support Right To Play

received from schools, universities, the corporate sector, our exceptional team
of Athlete Ambassadors, the Canadian government and individual donors of 
all ages was an inspiration throughout.  

Athletes Inspire 
Canadian Athlete Ambassadors and sports teams embraced Right To Play on a
number of levels. In May, winter Olympians and Athlete Ambassadors Hayley
Wickenheiser, Kristina Groves, Arne Dankers and Jenn Heil visited children 
in Right To Play projects in Rwanda. Prior to their departure, they issued a
$100,000 Rwanda Challenge, asking Canadians to donate $1 for every 
kilometre they would collectively travel on the round trip. Their fundraising goal
was exceeded when Calgary businessman Brett Wilson hosted a garden party
to celebrate his 50th birthday, asking that donations be made to Right To Play
in lieu of gifts. The celebration raised an incredible $115,000, led by Brett’s
personal $50,000 contribution. 

Also in 2007, National Hockey League (NHL) players Andrew Ference and
Steve Montador visited Right To Play projects in Tanzania – a trip that was
chronicled in a one-hour documentary shown on The Sports Network (TSN),
one of Canada’s national sports broadcasters, and throughout the year on the
NHL Network. Later still, Paralympic champions Chantal Petitclerc and Benoît
Huot visited Mali, and 2004 Olympic gold medalist kayaker Adam van
Koeverden joined the International Athlete Forum trip to Liberia (after winning
the 2007 World Championship while racing in a Right To Play -branded boat). 

Jose Calderon of the National Basketball Association’s (NBA) Toronto Raptors
did his part on two continents selling self-designed Calderon–Right To Play 
T-shirts in his native Spain and at Toronto’s Air Canada Centre where his team’s
home games are played, as well as participating in the first Right To Play Night
with the Toronto Raptors. Through all of his initiatives, Jose helped raise nearly
$50,000. He also appeared at a press conference with Toronto Blue Jays
catcher Gregg Zaun (Major League Baseball) and Toronto-area schools to
announce the Make Your Goals Count program, which allows students across
Canada to share their athletic success with children in Right To Play programs
overseas (see www.righttoplay.com/goals). Gregg provided the impetus to the
program by donating $25,000 based on the number of runners he “threw out”
during the 2007 baseball season. 

Strong Grassroots Movement
Right To Play also was named one of two official charities of Toronto’s new
Major League Soccer (MLS) team, Toronto Football Club (Toronto FC). Official
Right To Play Days in Toronto and Vancouver, and numerous other fundraising
and awareness events generated valuable publicity, reinforcing Right To Play’s
strong grassroots movement. 

Right To Play’s Canadian School Program “Learning To Play, Playing To Learn”
was, by year - end, available for use in more than 3,500 schools teaching
grades four-to-six across the country, and continued to generate rave reviews
from educators. “Learning To Play, Playing To Learn” is a free educational
resource incorporating curriculum-based lesson plans covering social studies,
character education and balances literacy with creative and active play ideas. 

Right To Play was honoured to be named the official charity of CBC Sports, 
as selected in a vote by CBC Sports employees, and to welcome CBC 
Sports Executive Director Scott Moore to its Canadian Advisory Board. 
Right To Play was the beneficiary of the first annual CBC Sports Hall of 
Fame Induction Dinner.

The second Harris Steel Right To Play Skate, partnering with Canadian NHL
teams in participating markets, again attracted hundreds of participants and
dozens of high profile athletes spread across five markets. A huge thank you
goes out to all Skate participants, athletes and donors.

Landmark Support
To cap off the year, Hon. Bev Oda, Minister of International Cooperation,
joined Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO, Right To Play, at a November
press conference to announce the ongoing support of the Canadian government
through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). CIDA has
generously made a three-year funding commitment to Right To Play.  

Thank You
To all our partners and donors, thank you for joining us in support of children 
in Right To Play programs, and for sharing our vision of a healthier and safer
world through the power of sport and play.
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Canada
ABOVE: Athlete Ambassador and World Champion kayaker Adam van
Koeverden shares smiles and laughter with new friends during a
November visit to Right To Play projects in Liberia
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Right To Play Netherlands continued to expand throughout 2007.
The number of full-time employees in 2007 grew to 6, while the
number of volunteers who were actively involved grew 

to 181, an increase of 13 per cent. 

Going Digital
In 2007, Right To Play Netherlands pioneered the use of an online, digital 
magazine as an innovative communications tool. This creative web-based 
application uses video and interactivity to update readers on Right To Play
activities, events and initiatives in the Netherlands.

Government, Foundations & Corporate Fund Raising
On the government side, Right To Play Netherlands was very active in raising
awareness amongst Members of the European Parliament (MEP) about Sport for
Development and Peace and the Sport for Development and Peace International
Working Group. In May 2007, Right To Play Netherlands organized an 
informal working lunch in Brussels, co-hosted by two Dutch MEPs, around this
theme. Dr. Dennis Bright, the then Minister of Youth and Sport in Sierra Leone,
spoke passionately about the importance of sport as a tool for peace in his
country. This meeting resulted in getting Sport for Development and Peace on
the agenda of the African, Caribbean and Pacific–European Union (ACP-EU)
Joint Parliamentary Assembly in Slovenia in March 2008.

In September, Right To Play developed a framework for future events that included
various activities to better inform, inspire and involve partners and friends. This
program was launched at the Right To Play Business Meeting in September.

One of the events resulting from the newly implemented framework included
Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO, Right To Play, as one of the distinguished
guests at the 5th Annual Night of the UN. The event, which was a forum for
debate with workshops and music, was attended by highly recognized speakers
and more than 2,000 young people. The Night focused on peace, security 
and the UN Millennium Development Goals. The special theme was athletes 
as role models in sustainable development. The Dutch Minister of Development
Cooperation, Bert Koenders and Johann Olav Koss discussed the effects of
sport on children and communities, development cooperation, and Right To
Play's work in the field.

Since 2004 Right To Play Netherlands has raised a significant portion of its
total funds from the business community. In 2007 Right To Play Netherlands
advanced significantly in this area. In order to strengthen its approach towards
business, two experienced relationship managers were hired. The team developed
various tools to increase efficiency and service for its business relationships. 
By the end of 2007, we had 51 Partners and Business Friends. 

Athlete Ambassadors Give Back
A total number of 69 Dutch athletes and members of teams are now Athlete
Ambassadors for Right To Play Netherlands. The athletes gave their full support
by visiting events, participating in clinics or donating signed sports memorabilia
for auctions. 

Among the year’s highlights, was the field visit of Right To Play Athlete
Ambassador Chiel Warners (athletics, decathlon) to the International Athlete
Forum in Liberia. This visit had an enormous positive impact on him, and his 
personal accounts of the trip where chronicled in one of the Netherlands’
national newspapers. He has already given presentations about his trip at 
Right To Play events. 

Other Athlete Ambassadors
were active as well. Floris Jan
Bovelander (field hockey) set up
his own project, which raised
over C= 22,000 and involved
many hockey players and fans.
Arnold Vanderlyde (boxing) 
represented Right To Play at 
various occasions such as the
Bep van Klaveren Memorial
(Rotterdam), the Night of the
UN (Amsterdam), the Orange
Ball (London) and the Right 
To Play Charity Dinner
(Rotterdam) when he inspired
many people with his devotion
to Right To Play. 

An Eventful Year
In 2007 Right To Play was 
the beneficiary at more than
200 events. These varied from 
birthday celebrations to major
events. 

There were two major fundraising events for Right To Play this year. The
Entrepreneurs Gala in The Hague, a festive formal evening with a lottery and
auction, set a record by raising C= 250,000 for Right To Play’s program in southern
Sudan. The second event was the Right To Play Run, organised in cooperation
with AEGON, one of the world’s largest life insurance and pension companies.
The Run took place for the third consecutive year and raised C= 120,000.

The Culinary Tour of The Hague was organised again for 2007 and all the 
proceeds went to Right To Play. This cycling tour for business teams led participants
through the centre of The Hague, along beautiful sites and exclusive restaurants.

A special event at the end of 2007 took place when the Port of Rotterdam
processed the 10 millionth shipping container that year. To mark this occasion,
the Port donated the cost of delivery of adidas red balls to Right To Play projects
in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. A sea container was emblazoned with the
Right To Play logo in bright colours.
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ABOVE: Dutch Athlete Ambassador Chiel
Warners participates in Right To Play games
with children in Liberia



Unite for Children
The most memorable event for Right To Play Norway in 2007 was
the October 21st Norwegian TV Telethon “Unite for Children”. 

One of the largest of its kind in the world, the nationally broadcast fundraiser
smashed previous records to raise an astounding 237 million NOK to support
an estimated 15 million children affected by HIV and AIDS around the world.
Ten per cent of the net amount raised will support Right To Play’s sport and 
play activities in Uganda and Mozambique. 

The Telethon mobilized more 
than 100,000 volunteers across
Norway, including many of Right
To Play’s Athlete Ambassadors, 
volunteers and staff who took to
the streets and knocked on more
than a million doors in only a few
hours. Leading up to the event,
Right To Play’s President and CEO,
Johann Olav Koss joined others 
on the streets and took part in
numerous media interviews and
appearances that generated
awareness for the fundraiser.

For the past 34 years, the
Norwegian Broadcasting
Association (NRK) has devoted 
an entire Sunday to broadcasting
information, creating awareness
and raising funds for a specific
cause. This year, UNICEF Norway

was the main benefactor of the fundraiser, which was organized in partnership
with Right To Play Norway, the Norwegian Olympic Committee and the
Confederation of Sports. To be chosen as part of the Norwegian TV Telethon 
is an honour for Right To Play after only five years of operation in Norway. 
This achievement has allowed Right To Play Norway to further raise national
awareness and has resulted in program funding of nearly 20 million NOK for
Right To Play.

Funders and Partners
Right To Play Norway received funding totalling
more than 17.7 million NOK in 2007 from
NORAD and the Royal Norwegian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The funding benefits projects in
Tanzania, Uganda and Mozambique, Sudanese
refugees in Chad as well as refugees and 
internally displaced people in Lebanon,
Pakistan and the occupied Palestinian territory.  

We would like to thank our five National Partners: Kjopmannshuset (SPAR,
Joker and MIX), Wilh Wilhelmsen, Scandic Hotels, Glitnir Bank and Eniro
Norway, and our two National Supporters, Synsam Optical Chain and Selvaag
for their strong support and interest in Right To Play and for being generously
involved in the TV Telethon. Thanks to the dedication and commitment of our
sponsors, Right To Play Norway received unrestricted funding in 2007 of 
more than 4.4 million NOK from corporate partners and donors, through gifts
and events. 

Athlete Ambassadors Visit Uganda
A team of Athlete Ambassadors visited Right To Play’s projects in Uganda in
May 2007 to get first-hand experience of how sport can play an important 
role in children’s lives. The group included Marit Breivik, Head Coach of the
Norwegian Women’s National Handball Team and two of her players – 
Kari Mette Johansen and Linn-Kristin Riegelhuth – together with speed skaters
Maren Haugli and Eskil Ervik. Right To Play was also very honoured that
Norwegian Minister of Development and Environment Mr. Erik Solheim 
joined the play and fun at one of the Play Days during the athletes’ visit to
Kampala, Uganda.

Handball Lessons and Play Creates Strong Individuals 
While in Soroti, Uganda, Head Coach Marit Breivik organized a group of 
curious girls and boys and facilitated handball lessons for them, leaving behind
handballs brought from Norway for the children to continue playing. The children
took quickly to the sport – especially the girls – and had fun adopting this new,
exciting sport immediately. “It was amazing to see what quick learners they
were, how interested they were in doing something new and how easy it was
for the girls to join in,” said Marit. 

Key Events 
In 2007, Right To Play hosted and participated in several high profile events.
Many of our Athlete Ambassadors and partners contributed and the events
brought in important funding for Right To Play. In particular, thanks to the 
Oslo Horse Show, Floro Fotballflora with Liverpool Legends, and the Scandic 
Family Day in Bergen. 

NATIONAL OFFICESNorway
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�To see the big smiles of children playing and 
having fun; to have a hand to hold on to and to see the appreciation of small things in life.      

This makes you understand how the little things in life change another�s everyday life. 
It sets your own life in a different perspective.�  

MARIT BREIVIK, HEAD COACH, 
NORWEGIAN WOMEN’S NATIONAL HANDBALL TEAM AND ATHLETE AMBASSADOR

ABOVE: Norwegian Athlete Ambassadors
took away lasting memories from playing
handball with children in refugee camps 
in Soroti, Uganda

LEFT: Girls in Soroti, Uganda were quick to
learn the new sport



Thanks to several new private and corporate donors as well as 
additional support from foundations, Right To Play Switzerland had 
a successful year and was able to expand its fundraising base in

2007. Through various partnerships, growing athlete support and high profile
events, the presence of Right To Play in Switzerland was further secured.

Extreme Events
Throughout the year, Right To Play engaged in a variety of fundraising and
awareness events, many of which were supported by our Swiss Athlete
Ambassadors. Special thanks go to the teams of athletes, sports personalities,
Right To Play Board members and friends that participated in the Swiss
Gigathlon 2007. In teams of five, participants conquered mountains, canyons,
lakes and lowlands in five different disciplines totaling 1,433 kilometers across
Switzerland and fundraised close to CHF 200’000 for Right To Play’s project 
in Kono, Sierra Leone. 

Additional awareness for Right To Play was generated through a number of 
successful fundraising events. In one such event, 200 guests bought tickets to
attend a private showing of the IMAX film “The Alps”, which resulted in a total
amount raised of CHF 25’000. A second event worth noting was the Dragon
Boat Race that challenged Right To Play athletes to compete against local politicians
at the legendary BKW-Armadacup. Proceeds from the event amounted to CHF 10’000.

New Partners
A new and valuable partnership was formed with Coca-Cola whereby Right 
To Play was given the opportunity to promote the sale of Right To Play/adidas 
mini balls during the famous Coca-Cola Christmas Truck Tour in December. The
partnership, publicized throughout Switzerland, also included generous financial
support from Coca-Cola through its online member community. The initiative
raised CHF 50’000.

Building the Momentum
An initiative of special note was the advertising campaign valued at more than 1 million
CHF sponsored by EFG Bank, a subsidiary of EFG International, which helped
raise significant awareness for Right To Play in Switzerland and led to new
funding opportunities. With the assistance of EFG Bank, Right To Play was 
able to support the Imvepi refugee camp project in northern Uganda, which
has been a source of inspiration to Right To Play Switzerland as well as many 
EFG Bank employees who have offered their time and personal financial 
contributions to the project. 

In order to match the funds donated by EFG Bank employees and build on their
enthusiasm, EFG Bank decided to finance another Right To Play project that
would help children in Sri Lanka. This project seeks to rebuild the lives of young
people affected (both directly and indirectly) by the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.   

Our Athletes
Right To Play Switzerland added several new Athlete Ambassadors to its roster
in 2007. They included: Andreas Wenzel and Marc Berthod (Alpine Skiing),
Laurence Rochat (cross country skiing), Andreas Küttel (ski jumping) and
Alexander Martinez (triple jump).

Learning to Play, Playing to Learn 
Right To Play Switzerland also marked the launch of the Right To Play school 
program, “Learning to Play, Playing to Learn”, through a pilot project in cooper-
ation with the education board in St. Moritz and with the help and support of
Credit Suisse Private Banking St. Moritz. This is a free educational resource 
for teachers designed to help children become and stay active, build character,
and create engaged global citizens. 

Swiss Board of Directors
Mr. David J. Blumer, Head of Financial Markets and Member of the Executive
Committee of Swiss Re (former CEO of Credit Suisse Asset Management AG),
joined as a Board member of Right To Play Switzerland in 2007.

Thank You
Special thanks to all our funders, Board members, partners, athletes, friends
and supporters for a great year!

SwitzerlandNATIONAL OFFICES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

27
LEFT: Teams that competed at the Swiss Gigathlon 2007 
included Right To Play’s Athlete Ambassadors, Board members 
and members of the Swiss Academic Skiclub

ABOVE: Ad from EFG Bank campaign

There are millions of children who are dodging bullets instead of catching balls.



August 1, 2007 marked Right To Play UK’s first full year of 
operation and it was an active and exciting 12 months. The year
began with the launch of Right To Play’s six-year partnership with

Premiership football team Chelsea Football Club (Chelsea F.C.) at the House of
Commons in January and culminated with a move into Soho, central London at
the end of the year.  Along the way, the Right To Play UK team signed some 
high profile national and international partnerships, and increased our list of 
Athlete Ambassadors from seven in January to 33 by year-end. In addition to 
these milestones, we were joined by many friends, supporters, fundraisers
and donors. 

Chelsea F.C. and Right To Play
Together in 2007, Right To Play UK and Chelsea F.C. raised more than
£281,000 for our sport and play programs around the world. In May,
Chelsea F.C., Reuters and Right To Play organized the Right To Play
World Cup at Stamford Bridge, the home of Chelsea F.C. Sixteen 
corporate football teams from across London took part in a knock-out
World Cup-styled event. Ethiopia (represented by IBM) won, and the
event raised £100,000 for Right To Play. 

In June, Jose Mourinho (Chelsea F.C. Manager 2004-2007), Michael
Essien (Chelsea F.C. player and native of Ghana) and other members of
the Chelsea Youth Team visited Right To Play’s programs in Ghana. The
trip created an overwhelming amount of media attention in the UK and around
the world, and helped to significantly raise awareness for Right To Play’s work. 

The Power of Football
In July, Right To Play UK signed a three-year partnership with GTV, a new digital
TV service that broadcasts across 43 countries in Africa. GTV own the rights for
the English Premier League across Sub-Saharan Africa and in 2007 supported
seven of Right To Play’s programs. GTV shares Right To Play’s beliefs that 
sport and play can make a valuable contribution to children’s lives. 

Challenge Yourself, Change the World
Right To Play UK urged individuals to find unique ways to Challenge Yourself,
Change the World. People from across the UK started to run, climb mountains
and undertake triathlons to raise money for Right To Play programs. In 2007, 
our Challenge participants raised more than £35,000, which we hope to see
double in 2008. 

Athlete Ambassadors
In 2007, Right To Play UK was joined by
some respected athletes past and present,

including: Frank Lampard (Chelsea F.C. and England footballer), Alastair Cook
(England cricketer), Mo Farah (British Olympian, athletics), Chemmy Alcott (British
skier and Olympian), Marcel Desailly (World Cup winning footballer), Michael
Essien (Chelsea F.C. and Ghana footballer), Henry Paul (rugby league) and 
many more.

Right To Play UK Board of Trustees 
In addition to holding the position of Chair of the UK Board of Directors, Carl
Liederman was named to Right To Play’s International Board of Directors. In 
addition, two new members joined the UK Board of Trustees: Martin Large 
and Leslie McCormack-Gathy. 

Thank You
The Right To Play UK team would like to thank our Board, and all of our supporters,
athletes and Challenge fundraisers for their enthusiasm and drive to make a 
difference for Right To Play UK and the children who we champion around the
world. At the end of 2007, we moved office from Guildford, where we had
enjoyed pro-bono facilities for 18 months thanks to Standard Life Healthcare, 
to our new offices in Soho, in the heart of London. 
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�Right To Play UK is an excellent partner. We work 
closely together and we are looking forward to continuing 

our work over the forthcoming years.�
PETER KENYON, CEO, CHELSEA FOOTBALL CLUB 

ABOVE: Ghanaian football star, Chelsea
F.C. legend, and Right To Play Athlete
Ambassador Michael Essien visiting 
Right To Play programs in Ghana in
May 2007

LEFT: Rosenborg BK v Chelsea F.C.
November 2007, Captain’s Vidar Riseth
(left) and John Terry (right), show their
support for Right To Play by wearing
Right To Play Captain’s armbands during
their clubs UEFA Champions League clash



adidas and the Red Ball Campaign come to the USA 
In 2007, Right To Play and adidas joined forces to bring the
positive impact of sport and play to children in disadvantaged

communities around the world. More than 400 adidas performance stores
around the world celebrated Right To Play Month during which time they sold
limited edition mini red balls. For one week in June, the New York City adidas
flagship store was covered from floor-to-ceiling, nearly wall-to-wall, with Right 
To Play window posters, cash-desk displays, and stacks of mini red balls. In
addition, the legendary French soccer phenom, Zinedine Zidane, who is now
devoting much of his time to working with children, partnered with adidas to 
be a key driver of Right To Play’s initiative. In conjunction, the Adi Dassler 
Fund provided 100,000 full-size red balls for use in 20 countries where Right 
To Play works. 

USA Team Expands
Right To Play continued to grow thanks to the enthusiasm and support of many
individual donors across the country, particularly in Boston, New York City,
Washington, DC, San Francisco, Salt Lake City, and Los Angeles. Foundations
and corporations also offered support and purchased some mini red balls for 
corporate gifts.  

Strategic Partnerships on the Rise
Right To Play USA expanded its partnerships in 2007, signing agreements with
Major League Soccer (MLS) W.O.R.K.S. and Hollywood United Football Club.

In July, MLS W.O.R.K.S. announced its first joint-community outreach initiative
with Right To Play. Twenty MLS soccer stars from around the world joined Right
To Play as Athlete Ambassadors to raise awareness and funds to support sport
and play programs in disadvantaged communities. The Los Angeles Galaxy’s
Cobi Jones and the New York Red Bulls’ Claudio Reyna topped the list of 
players supporting Right To Play.  

The partnership culminated at the Final Cup in
November in Washington, DC, where Right
To Play hosted a Football for Development
clinic modeled after the approach in Africa,
Asia, and the Middle East. 

Hollywood United
Football Club, a touring
team of Hollywood
celebrities and former
soccer greats, also
announced that it was
pairing up with Right 
To Play to use soccer to
raise awareness and
funds that would help 
the children who are
participating in Right To
Play’s programs.  

“As we build Hollywood
United FC on the 
international stage, 
we are thrilled to be 
partnering with Right To Play, a global leader 
in Sport for Development and Peace,” said
Hollywood United owner and goalkeeper Anthony
LaPaglia. “Our players are bonded by their 
passion for soccer and their desire to give back 
to the international community through sport.”

Right To Play Documentary
Kate Duhamel, Right To Play USA’s newest Board
member and an accomplished filmmaker, travelled
to Liberia and Lebanon to document Right To Play’s
work in the field. In November, Kate Duhamel 
presented two well-received preview screenings 
of her film on the west coast.  

On the Run 
Right To Play continued to have a visible presence
at the New York Road Runners’ “Grete’s Great
Gallop” and the New York City Marathon. At
Grete’s Great Gallop, a half marathon through
Central Park, Devon Harris, Jamaican bobsled
Olympian, and Kate Johnson, a US Olympic 
silver medalist rower, were at the finish line 
to congratulate runners and speak about their 
involvement with Right To Play. In November, 
a Right To Play team from Holland joined Right 
To Play’s President and CEO, Johann Olav Koss, 
to run the New York City Marathon.   

USA NATIONAL OFFICES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
�As a professional athlete, I know how important sport and 

play are when you are growing up. I�m excited to have the chance
to support Right To Play and its dedication to using sport and play   

to improve the lives of children globally.� 
COBI JONES, LOS ANGELES GALAXY
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ABOVE: Hollywood United’s
Anthony LaPaglia believes 
in the power of sport 
and play 

TOP: adidas lights up
Broadway Avenue for 
Right To Play

LEFT: Cobi Jones, Assistant
Coach for the Los Angeles
Galaxy, participates in a
Football for Development
clinic during the MLS Cup
Final in Washington, DC



FINANCIAL REPORT 2007

Right To Play had another exceptional year in 2007. We continued
to grow and expand our international programs further.
Since inception in 2001, we have increased revenues by over
15 times as shown in the chart on page 32. 

Our total revenues increased 36% to $27.6 million in 2007.
Restricted revenues from governments, foundations and other
sources grew 43% as we expanded our programs in the field.
Unrestricted revenues increased 38% to $10.3 million as our
National Offices continued to increase their fundraising efforts.
Donations-in-kind of $1.1 million were recognized for the value

of time volunteered by our International Program Coordinators. We also received
donations-in-kind from adidas in the form of red soccer balls and merchandise.

In 2007 we expanded our operational decentralization to the field and hired more
local people at all levels to engage in our work and build on our delivery model. This
strengthens our ability to expand into more projects, help reach more children in the
future, and provide local ownership and long-term sustainability of our programs.

Total program expenses increased by 35% to $23.4 million as we continued to
grow our international programs. These expenses include resource development
and delivery of our programs in 23 countries, as well as research, policy and
cross-cultural global education on the opportunities that Sport for Development
and Peace bring to children and youth. 

Our non-program expenses, which consist of administrative and fundraising
expenses, increased by $1.0 million and $219,000 respectively, as we increased
our organizational capacity, had a full year of expenses for our National Office 
in the UK, and added some new fundraising activities.

Our full consolidated financial statements, audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP, are
available on our website at www.righttoplay.com. 

DENNIS LEPHOLTZ
Chief Financial Officer
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AUDITORS’ REPORT

On Summarized Consolidated 
Financial Statements

To the Members of
Right To Play International

The accompanying summarized consolidated balance
sheet and consolidated statement of operations and
changes in net assets are derived from the complete 
consolidated financial statements of Right To Play
International as at December 31, 2007 and for the 
year then ended on which we expressed an opinion
without reservation in our report dated April 9, 2008.
The fair summarization of the complete consolidated
financial statements is the responsibility of management.
Our responsibility, in accordance with the applicable
Assurance Guideline of The Canadian Institute of
Chartered Accountants, is to report on the summarized
financial statements.

In our opinion, the accompanying summarized consolidated
financial statements fairly summarize, in all material
respects, the related complete consolidated financial
statements in accordance with the criteria described in
the Guideline referred to above.

These summarized consolidated financial statements do
not contain all the disclosures required by Canadian
generally accepted accounting principles. Readers are
cautioned that these statements may not be appropriate
for their purposes. For more information on the
Corporation’s financial position, results of operations
and cash flows, reference should be made to the related
complete consolidated financial statements.

Chartered Accountants
Licensed Public Accountants

April 9, 2008

RIGHT TO PLAY INTERNATIONAL

Summarized Consolidated Balance Sheet
December 31, 2007 (stated in thousands of Canadian dollars)

2007 2006
$ $

Assets
Current

Cash 4,763 5,757
Short-term investments 46 -
Contributions receivable 1,918 1,113
Goods and services tax receivable 66 29
Prepaid and other expenses 846 472

7,639 7,371

Capital assets 198 224
7,837 7,595

Liabilities
Current

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 1,619 1,058
Deferred contributions 2,207 1,755
Loan from Right To Play Funding Trust - 1,008

3,826 3,821

Net assets
Invested in capital 198 224
Unrestricted 3,813 3,550

4,011 3,774
7,837 7,595

Complete audited consolidated financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2007 are available upon request.
See accompanying notes to the summarized consolidated financial statements.
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RIGHT TO PLAY INTERNATIONAL

Summarized Consolidated Statement of Operations and Changes in Net Assets
Year ended December 31, 2007 (stated in thousands of Canadian dollars)

2007 2006
$ $

Revenue
Restricted - programs 14,285 9,915
Restricted - others 869 699
Unrestricted 10,333 7,491
Donations-in-kind - programs 1,657 2,002
Donations-in-kind - other 421 185
Total revenue 27,565 20,292

Expenses
Program expenses

International programs 15,790 11,184
Program support 1,468 857
Operations support 132 179
Development education 2,183 2,271
Program development and monitoring and evaluation 833 358
Program research 204 -
Sport for Development and Peace (IWG) 1,169 517
Donations-in-kind - programs 1,657 2,002

Total program expenses 23,436 17,368

Non-program expenses
Administrative 2,402 1,375
Fund raising 1,490 1,270

Total non-program expenses 3,892 2,645

Total expenses 27,328 20,013

Excess of revenue over expenses 237 279
Net assets, beginning of year 3,774 3,495
Net assets, end of year 4,011 3,774

Complete audited consolidated financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2007 are available upon request.
See accompanying notes to the summarized consolidated financial statements.
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RIGHT TO PLAY INTERNATIONAL

Notes to the Summarized Consolidated Financial Statements
December 31, 2007

1. Financial Statement Presentation
These summarized consolidated financial statements include 100% of the assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses of the following 
controlled entities:

Stiftelsen Right To Play (Norway)
Stichting Right To Play (Netherlands)
Right To Play Association (Switzerland)
Right To Play UK Limited (United Kingdom)
Right To Play Onlus (Italy)
Sports Humanitarian Group, Inc. (USA)

The Corporation has the ability to appoint the majority of the Board of Directors of the controlled entities.

The controlled entities are responsible for fundraising and educating others about Sport for Development in their respective countries and
for maintaining relations with the various government funders of Right To Play programs.

2. Contingencies
The terms of contribution agreements may allow contributors to conduct audits to ensure program expenditures are in accordance with
the terms and conditions of funding agreements. Ineligible expenditures, if any, may result in the Corporation reimbursing a portion of
the funding. Management is of the opinion that the Corporation has incurred no material ineligible expenditures and has, accordingly,
not recorded any liability for reimbursement of related funding.

3. Guarantees
In the normal course of business, the Corporation enters into agreements that meet the definition of a guarantee. The Corporation’s 
primary guarantees are as follows:

(a) Indemnity has been provided to all directors and or officers of the Corporation for various items including, but not limited to, all costs
to settle suits or actions due to involvement with the Corporation, subject to certain restrictions. The Corporation has purchased directors’
and officers’ liability insurance to mitigate the cost of any potential future suits or actions. The term of the indemnification is not
explicitly defined, but is limited to the period over which the indemnified party served as a trustee, director or officer of the
Corporation. The maximum amount of any future payment cannot be reasonably estimated.

(b) In the normal course of business, the Corporation has entered into agreements that include indemnities in favour of third parties, such
as engagement letters with advisors. These indemnification agreements may require the Corporation to compensate counterparties 
for losses incurred by the counterparties as a result of breaches in representation and regulations or as a result of litigation claims 
or statutory sanctions that may be suffered by the counterparties as a consequence of the transaction. The terms of these indemnities
are not explicitly defined and the maximum amount of any potential reimbursement cannot be reasonably estimated.

FinancialsFINANCIAL STATEMENTS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Global Corporate Partners

We would like to acknowledge and thank The Woodbridge
Company Ltd., whose generosity over the past four years makes 
it possible for Right To Play to occupy prime office space in 
downtown Toronto.

CANADA

Advisory Board
Wayne Gretzky (Honorary Chair)
Clara Hughes (Co-Chair), Olympian
Ralph Lean (Co-Chair), Cassels, 

Brock & Blackwell, 
Beckie Scott (Co-Chair), Olympian

Kevin Albrecht, Insight Sports
Geoff Beattie, The Woodbridge Company Ltd.
John Bitove, Priszm 
Jordan Bitove, Vision Group of Companies
David Braley, Orlick Industries
Michael Budman, Roots Canada Ltd.
Terry Donnelly, Mandrake
John Harris, Harris Steel Group Inc.
Chris Jordan, Y&R
Nancy Lee, Olympic Broadcast Services 

Vancouver
Jim Leech, Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan
Ron Lloyd, Credit Suisse First Boston Canada
Scott Moore, CBC Sports
Elizabeth Mulholland, Private Consultant
Heather Reisman, Indigo Books & Music Inc.
Kevin Sullivan, GMP Securities LP
Larry Tanenbaum, Kilmer Van Nostrand Co. 

Limited
Garrick Tiplady, Rogers Communications
Brian Williams, CTV-TSN
Eric Young, EYE

Platinum
Blakes, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Harris Steel Group Inc.
Lothlorien
Skylink 
Torys LLP
The Woodbridge Company Ltd.
XanGo Juice (via Operation Kids)

Gold
CTVglobemedia 
First Energy Capital Corp./Brett Wilson
The OneXOne Foundation
Heather Reisman + Gerry Schwartz
GMP Capital/Kevin Sullivan
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like to thank the 

following individuals,
corporations, 

organizations and
foundations for 
their generous 

support in 2007. 

�

In 2007, Right To Play signed a four-year agreement with 
adidas. Sharing the belief that sport has the power to change
the world, the partnership saw Zinedine Zidane and adidas
join Right To Play to launch the Red Ball Initiative. At the centre
of this global initiative was a specially-designed Right To
Play/adidas mini ball. Thousands of balls were sold across
Europe, North America, Latin America and Asia with proceeds
directly benefiting Right To Play programs around the world. 
In addition, adidas provided soccer balls for use in the field. 

Throughout 2007, Right To Play worked closely with global
partner Johnson & Johnson. With the support of the 
Johnson & Johnson Family Health Initiative in China, 
Right To Play successfully piloted programs in schools in the
Beijing and Tianjin districts. Right To Play will continue to 
work with Johnson & Johnson in the lead up to and during 
the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Silver
Bell Canada
Biovail Corporation
Jose Calderon
Canon Canada
John Harris
Kahanoff Foundation
Scotiabank
The Lawrence and Judith Tanenbaum Family Charitable Foundation
Toronto FC 
Gregg Zaun 

Bronze
ARC Financial Corp.
B’Nai Brith Sports Celebrity Dinner (Hamilton)
CBC Sports 
The Calgary Foundation
Glen Baxter
Leacross Foundation
Allan Markin
Joe Thornton
Raptors Foundation
Royal Commonwealth
TrojanOne
Mark Zibert

CHINA 

Partner
Johnson & Johnson Family Health Initiative

Supporter
Ministry of Sport, Public Sport Department

Value-In-Kind Supporter
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe (Beijing and Shanghai)

DUBAI

HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein, Wife of HH Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,Vice-President 
and Prime Minister of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai

Dubai Duty Free
Dubai Flea Market
Dubai Sports Council
DP World 
Goltens Co, Ltd Dubai Branch
Infinity (Ferrari Bicycle)
Knowledge and Human Development Authority
Linklaters

NETHERLANDS

Platinum partners
AEGON
Atos Origin

Partners
Arcadis
Avantage
BAM Utiliteitsbouw, regio Noordwest
Deloitte
General Motors Nederland
KLM
Marvin Smart Visual Communications
O&i
Redevco
Summit Sports
Teekens Karstens Advocaten Notarissen 
The Advanced Travel Partner
Westland Kaas
Xandrion

Business Friends
Adviesburo Bejan
Alleblas Stucadoors
AMEX Logistics
Bal met Verhaal
Basically Sales
Berk Accountants
Bilderberg Parkhotel Rotterdam 
Blooming Forever
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Branson & Guevara
ClubMessage
Coach Consultancy
De Jong Ursem
De Mollige Haan
Dhr. J. Dura
Fix Factory
Fondel Finance
Gabol
Het Frankrijk Huis
Hotel en Congrescentrum Papendal
I-CY
Interselling
Juno IT
Kaldi
Match Support
New Business School
NoRisk Keymanagement
Op'maat Media Consultancy
Pluimen
RSM Erasmus University
Saton Beheer
Snowworld Zoetermeer
Stichting Rozenhof
Stouten Communicatie
Time Out Sport Licenties
Vehoec Aannemers
Verkerk Groep
Via Appia

Sport Partners
adidas
Asics
Den Haag Marketing
Giant
Judo Bond Nederland
Koninklijke Nederlandse Atletiek Unie
Koninklijke Nederlandse Gymnastiek Unie
Koninklijke Nederlandse Hockey Bond
Koninklijke Nederlandse Lawn Tennis Bond
Koninklijke Nederlandse Schaatsenrijders Bond
Koninklijk Nederlands Korfbalverbond
Nationale Sportpas
Nederlandse Frisbee Bond
Nike
NOC*NSF
Rabo Wielerplan
Rotterdam Topsport

Media Partners
AD Sportwereld
Bex*communicatie
Fast Forward
Koninklijke de Swart
Lemniscaat
NDEdit
Nikon
RTV Rijnmond
Vandenberg drukwerken

(N)GO Partners & Foundations
Gemeente Den Haag
Kici
NCDO
Unicef

Education Partners
ACLO
Hogeschool Rotterdam
ROC Midden Nederland

Event Partners
Bep van Klaveren Memorial
CHIO Rotterdam
Haegsche Culi-Tour
Ordina Open
Rabobank Sixdays Rotterdam
Sixdays Amsterdam

NORWAY

Board of Directors
Adne Sondraal (Chair)

Kristin Kloster Aasen
Hanne Bjerknes 
Tormod Hermansen
Ase Kleveland 
Johann Olav Koss
Bjorge Stensboel 

National Partners
Eniro Norway
Glitnir Bank 
Kjopmannshuset (SPAR, Joker, MIX)
Scandic Hotels
Wilh. Wilhelmsen36
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National Supporters
Allsidige Nord 
Løren Project by Selvaag
Pure Norwegian Water
Synsam Optical Chain

Other Partners
etica.no
Trigcom – Blackberry

Sports Partners
Norwegian Equestrian Federation
Norwegian Handball Federation
Norwegian Olympic Committee and Confederation of Sports
Norwegian Skating Association
Norwegian Ski Federation
Norwegian Volleyball Federation

Event Partners
Floro Fotballflora 
Jentebolgen 
Oslo Horse Show
TV Telethon’07 “Unite for Children”

SWITZERLAND

Board of Directors
Johann Olav Koss (Chair), President and CEO, Right To Play 
Jean Pierre Cuoni (Vice Chair), Chairman of the Board, EFG International

Peter Ackermann, Lawyer, LL. M.
Martin Bidermann, Private Banker
Philippe Blatter, CEO, Infront Sports & Media Group
David J. Blumer, Head of Financial Markets and Member of the Executive 

Committee of Swiss Re (former CEO of Credit Suisse Asset Management AG)
Barbara Keller, Volunteer National Director, Right To Play Switzerland
Karin Howell, Entrepreneur
Morten Kleven, Entrepreneur
Bernhard Russi, World Champion, Olympic Gold Medalist, Alpine Skiing

Founding Members
Family Hans Bidermann
Dorry Keller-Bodmer
Esther Heer Caduff
Fondation Les Cèdres
Caroline Demole
EFG Bank
James Lee 
Fredrik Olsen jr.
Dr. Thomas Straumann
Stiftung Kids in Motion

Foundations
Frey Charitable Foundation
Foundation for Sport and Sport History 
Vontobel Stiftung
Walter Haefner Stiftung

Value-In-Kind Supporters
Arnel Informatik AG
Benaja Websolutions
Bill, Isenegger & Ackermann
Cami - Multimediale Produktionen
Carlsdorff Partners AG
Credit Suisse Private Banking, St. Moritz
EFG Bank 
Mountainforce AG
Rahn und Bodmer Banquiers
Teleclub AG
Tresag Treuhand- & Unternehmensberatungs AG
Viva AG für Kommunikation

Donors
4iS Four Eyes AG
Austrian Ski Federation
Badminton Players Federation
Rahn & Bodmer Banquiers
BKW FMB Energie AG
Philippe Blatter
Candil Ltd.
Clariden Leu 
Coca-Cola Schweiz
Credit Suisse Asset Management AG, Zurich
Credit Suisse Private Banking, St. Moritz
DKSH Management AG
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EFG Bank
EFG Bank Key Staff 
Yvonne und Max Heuscher
Holmenkol Sport-Technologies
Skiclub Davos/ICMA 
Infront Sports & Media AG
International Football Arena
Adrian Keller
Micarna SA
Irmin Nauer
WM Partners
Red Ball Members
Marc Russenberger
Swiss Exchange
and other private persons and foundations

UNITED KINGDOM

Board of Trustees 
Carl Liederman (Chair)

Debbie Lye 
Johann Olav Koss
Leslie McCormack-Gathy 
Martin Large 
Stephen Peel
Dwight Poler
Dag Skattum 
Petri Vainio

Foundations
Bain Children’s Charity
The Monica Rabagliati Trust

Corporate Partners
Ask.com 
Bain & Co 
Bridge Partnership 
Chelsea Football Club
COS – the Complete Office Solution
GTV 
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe (London)
Standard Life Healthcare 
Winston & Strawn LLP
Xerox

Major Donors 
Martin Large 
Dwight Poler
Dag Skattum

Supporters 
Zoe Ashcroft
Caroline Heaton
Harriet Hewitson 
Johnny Hewitson 
Dominic Holland 
Ron Jarman 
Simon Mackenzie
Pat Manning 
Julian McIntyre
Louisa Watt
Stewart Worthy 

UNITED STATES

Strategic Advisory Committee
Gary Ireland
Constantine Karides
Mary Klever
Sarah Leary
Nathaniel Mills
Kathy Schlein
Walt Spevak
Nikki Stone
Eli Wolff
Ann Wool

Young Trustee Committee
Harrie Baskt
Christine Bove
C.J. Cash
Nikki Dryden
Michael C. Fox
Christian Gardner
Kate Johnson
Josh Romney
Matt Satnick
Kendra Zanotto
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Trustees
Joshua and Anita Bekenstein, Bain Capital, LLC
Tim and Maureen Dibble, Alta Communications
Paul and Sandy Edgerley, Bain Capital, LLC
Forever Young Foundation 
Kem C. Gardner, Gardner Company
Bob Gay
JSJN Children’s Charitable Trust
Bruce Karsh, Oaktree Capital Management, L.P.
Andy and Linda McLane, TA Associates, Inc.
Meridee Moore, Watershed Asset Management, L.L.C. 
Monitor Group
New Profit Inc.
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 
Steve and Judy Pagliuca, Bain Capital, LLC
Tony Ressler, Ares Management LLC
Mitt and Ann Romney
Robert K. Steel
Vinik Family Foundation
William J. Clinton Foundation

Gold
Danhakl Family Foundation
The Lynch Foundation
Steamboat Foundation
Tom Steyer and Kat Taylor 

Silver
Avenue Capital Management II, LP
Bain Capital Children’s Charity Ltd. 
The Carson Family Charitable Trust
Hawley Family Charitable Foundation
The McCance Foundation Trust
Geoffrey & Laura Rehnert Charitable Fund
Jim and Susan Swartz

Bronze
Combined Federal Campaign
George S. and Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation
Rocky and Lycia Fried
Market America, Inc.
Tudor Foundation, Inc.

Friends
Madelyn Bucksbaum Adamson 
Philip Arnautou
ASHR Israel Bar Mitzvah Fund of The Jewish 

Community Federation of Cleveland 
Grace Bransford
Brickyard Family Fund at the East Bay Community 

Foundation
Janet Brenner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Ceremsak
Mark G. Conroe
Tench and Simone Otus Coxe
Joshua Dapice
Cathy and Sandy Dean
Joseph F. Downes
Mark and Catherine Ensio Family Foundation, Inc.
Jan-Roelof Falkena
Jason Fish and Courtney Benoist
Hamill Family Foundation
Mark D. Hausknecht, MD
Karen Jordon
Kari Kauniskangas
The Landegger Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Amy Laughlin
Andrew Oberwager
Marie O’Gara Lipman
Larry Litvak and Jane Cooperman
The John Lyddon Family Foundation
McDonald’s Corporation
Russ O’Haver
Leo Parker
Roland H. Parker
Willard H. Reynolds
Peter R. Rosekrans
The San Francisco Foundation
Frances M. Shloss
Snow We Livin’ LLC
Marjorie Spevak
Walt Spevak
The Star Hill Fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation
John and Shawn Sylvia
United Nations Foundation 
Washington Capitals Charities
Winston & Strawn Foundation

A Special Thanks to
Kate Duhamel 
Ketchum Inc.
Reed Smith LLP
Stoel Rives LLP 39
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GOVERNMENT AND UN AGENCY FUNDING

Right To Play would like to thank the following governments and 
United Nations Agencies for their generous support of Right To Play’s 
projects in 2007

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Canadian Heritage
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
Federal Chancellery of Austria
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD)
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
UK Sport
US Department of State: Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM)
US Agency for International Development (USAID): through CARE USA/

CORE Initiative and the American Refugee Committee (ARC)
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)


