
when children play, the world wins
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Right To Play’s 

vision is to create 

a healthier and safer

world for children 

through the power 

of sport and play. 

Right To Play’s guiding principles are inclusion and sustainability. 
Inclusion recognizes the importance of children who may be marginalized for reasons of gender, religion, ability, ethnicity, disability, or social background. 

Sustainability ensures lasting impact of Right To Play’s programs. 
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Offices were established in the field: in
Thailand for the Asia region, in Uganda
for the Eastern and Southern Africa
region, and in Sierra Leone for the West

Africa region. 

We also opened
three new Right To
Play National Offices
in Italy, the UK and
Canada in 2005. With National
Offices worldwide, Right To Play is
ensuring our growth as a grassroots
movement of  g lobal  c i t izens
engaged in bringing sport and play
to children in the most disadvant-
aged areas. 

In addition, in 2005 Right To Play
initiated two new sport and play projects:
in the Serengeti District of Tanzania with
a community and school-based program;
and along the Thailand-Myanmar/Burma
border with Myanmar/Burmese migrant
individuals and local Thais. In addition,
preliminary groundwork has been done
for the set-up of projects in Chad and

Liberia (full project roll out is planned for 2006).

Right To Play’s programs include four comprehensive,
customized sport and play modules. In this Report we will
focus on the Live Safe, Play Safe module, which strives to
contribute to the overall HIV/AIDS prevention effort by
educating children and youth about HIV/AIDS and its preven-
tion through specifically designed sport and play programs.

CELEBRATING THE POWER OF SPORT & PLAY: MESSAGE
FROM INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHAIR,
AND PRESIDENT & CEO

In 2005, Right To Play celebrated five years
of leadership in using sport and play as a
strategic and innovative par t of the
international development agenda for
chi ldren and youth l iving in the most
disadvantaged areas around the world. 

In 2005, Right To Play made the critical
strategic decision to focus our commitment
and e f fo r t s  on decen t ra l iz ing the
management  o f  our  opera t ions  and
increasing cultural diversity within our
workforce. In this regard, three new Regional2
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Right To Play employs an
ethnically diverse workforce
with more than 17 countries
represented by staff in the
International Headquarters
alone. Just over 64 percent
of Headquarters staff are
female.

“Looking back to November 2000 when

Right To Play was incorporated as a

charitable organization we can see how

successful we have been in being able 

to reach an impressive half a million

children with Right To Play sport and 

play programs to date.”

Each of these Regional
Offices are run by Right To
Play staff from nations
around the globe who are
well poised to support and
ensure increased efficiency
and effect iveness of the
projects in their regions,
and maintain cul tural
diversity of the local teams
who run them. 

Johann Olav Koss,
President & CEO, 
Right To Play (right),
with Right To Play Local
Coach Y�asman,
Y�asman�s wife and
youngest child Fergus
(named after an
International Volunteer)
in Lugufu refugee
camp, Tanzania.
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Sport is now recognized as an effective tool in the pursuit
of development, health and peace by international experts
in the fields of development, education, health, sport,
economics and conflict resolution. In 2005, Right To Play,
in its role as the Secretariat to the Sport for Development
and Peace International Working Group (SDP IWG),
continued its outreach to governments worldwide 
to support Sport for Development and Peace policy in 
all countries. As
fur ther evidence
that the SDP IWG
is achieving this
goal, two new
g o v e r n m e n t s
joined the SDP
IWG in 2005. 3

To close, we wanted to
share with you our
experiences in visi t ing
Right To Play’s projects in
Tanzania in 2005. As
always, being able to meet
the Local Coaches, International Volunteers and, of course,
the children in our programs is inspiring.  We had the
chance to meet in person Coaches such as Y’asman
whose life had been greatly enriched by his decision to
be a Right To Play Coach.  When we walked into his
home, his walls were plastered with his Right To Play
coaching certificates and posters, which he proudly
pointed out to us. He brimmed with confidence and
inspired all those around him. We witnessed a young man
who, with Right To Play’s opportunity, had become a
leader in his community. The dedication and passion of

Coaches such as Y’asman leaves
a lasting impression. Children
and their communities are being
empowered across the globe
because of Local Coaches such
as Y’asman, who use the

incredible power of sport and play to create a better
tomorrow for children each and every day.

Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO

Silken Laumann, Chair, International Board of Directors
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“Right To Play is ensuring

our growth as a grassroots

movement of global

citizens engaged in

bringing sport and play to

children in the most

disadvantaged areas.”

The SDP IWG is helping to ensure that sport and
play is used worldwide as an effective and
powerful tool to meet the Millennium Development
Goals set out by the United Nations. 

Please read the special pull-out
section on Live Safe, Play Safe in
this Annual Report and learn
more about the disease that is
threatening a generation of
young people and what Right To
Play is doing to help prevent it.

Ph
ot

o 
� 

C
yn

dy
 W

ar
w

ic
k

Silken Laumann, Chair, Right To Play International Board of
Directors, playing a Right To Play game with children in Lugufu
refugee camp, Tanzania.



Right To Play at a Glance
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research and policy development in this area. The
organization’s aim is to engage leaders on all sides of

development, spor t,
business and media to
ensure every child benefits
from the positive power of
sport and play.
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level and that project impact is sustainable over the 
long term.  

To reach as many children as
possible, Right To Play works
with international and local
par tner organizations such 
as the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
the United National Development Programme (UNDP) and
the International Red Cross. See page 43 for a full list of
Right To Play’s partners.

Right To Play is committed to every child’s right to play as
is outlined in the International Convention on the Rights of
the Child. As such, Right To Play takes an active role in

RIGHT TO PLAY is an athlete-driven international
humanitarian organization that uses sport and play as a
tool for development of children and youth in the most
disadvantaged areas of the world. Right To Play is
committed to improving the lives of these children and to
strengthening their communities by translating the best
practices of sport and play into opportunities to promote
development, health and peace. 

Right To Play’s unique delivery model utilizes a team of
International Volunteers from countries around the world,
as Project Coordinators, who together with experienced
Right To Play Local Coaches, train individuals and teachers
in the communities to become motivated Right To Play
Local Coaches. Right To Play Local Coaches ensure that
communities take ownership of projects at the grassroots 

Everyday Right To Play

witnesses the positive impact

sport has on refugee children,

former child combatants,

children with a disability, 

and young people at risk or

orphaned by poverty, war 

or disease. 

Right To Play promotes the best practices of sport
and play: fair play, team work, respect,
commitment, compassion, leadership, optimism,
joy and integrity.
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Eh Say (pictured in yellow), Right To Play Master Trainer,
Physical Education & Specialized Training, Tham Hin
Refugee Camp, Thailand, leads trainers in the Human

Knot game during a ’Training of Trainers’ session 
held at Ban Don Yang Refugee Camp, Thailand.



end of the year. In 2005, Right To Play also opened its
third Regional Office in Kampala, Uganda to service
Eastern and Southern Africa. Finally, Right To Play’s

four th  Regional  Of f ice was
established in Freetown, Sierra
Leone to service West Africa. 

Early in 2006, the West Africa
Regional Office in Sierra Leone
will be moved to Accra, Ghana.
In addition, in 2006 the Middle
Eas t  Regional  Of f ice in  the

Palestinian Territories will be moved to Dubai, United
Arab Emirates (UAE) to service the Middle East.

By the end of 2005, Right To Play was active in 20
countries: Azerbaijan, Benin, Chad, Ethiopia, Ghana,

As part of Right To Play’s commitment to decentralize the
management of its operations and maintain cultural
diversity within its workforce, it is in the process of
opening Regional Offices to more
effectively manage projects locally.
These Regional Offices ensure that
ownership and cultural sensitivities are
sustained at a greater community level
by staffing offices as much as possible
with individuals from the regions.

As such, in 2004 Right To Play’s first
Regional  Of f ice was es tabl i shed in Jerusa lem,
Palest inian Terr i tor ies. The second phase of this
decentralization in 2005 established an Asia Regional
Office in Bangkok, Thailand with a full-time Regional
Manager and Deputy Regional Manager in place by the6
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Headquarters: Toronto, Canada

National Offices: Canada, Italy, UK, U.S.A.,
Netherlands, Norway, Switzerland

Regional Field Offices: Kampala (Uganda),
Bangkok (Thailand), Freetown (Sierra Leone),
Jerusalem (Palestinian Territories)

Field Projects: Azerbaijan, Benin, Chad,
Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Israel, Kenya,
Liberia, Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan,
Palestinian Territories, Rwanda, Sierra
Leone, Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda,
Zambia

A total of 77 International
Volunteers were sent to the field in
2005. To date more than 6,000
Local Coaches trained by Right To
Play work to reach 500,000
children.
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The objective of Right To Play’s Coach2Coach program is
to create a pool of motivated Local Coaches that can
implement and manage daily sport and play activities with
children. This program helps to set the foundation for
individual leadership and grassroots community ownership. 

Right To Play’s Red Ball Child Play module is based on a
holistic approach to child development represented by
five different coloured balls. Each ball represents games
that correspond to a specific area of child development:

mind, body, spirit, health and peace.
Red Ball Child Play�s health module is
used to educate children on topics such
as HIV/AIDS prevention, based on the
World Health Organization’s (WHO)
def in i t ion of  heal th :  “a s ta te of
complete physical, mental and social

well-being, and not merely the absence of disease or
infirmity.” 

Right To Play’s Live Safe, Play Safe module is a skills-based
health education program that uses games and activities to
carry prevention and information messages about
HIV/AIDS among young people in order to help them
prevent HIV/AIDS infection. This Annual Report will focus
on Right To Play’s Live Safe, Play Safe activities.

In collaboration with local partner The Peres Center for
Peace, Right To Play’s fourth module is a special Peace
Project in the Middle East. The program brings together
Palestinian and Israeli children for regular sport and play
activities, supervised by trained Israeli and Palestinian
Local Coaches. In the program children participate in
specifically designed sport and play activities that focus on
conflict resolution and peace education.

Guinea, Israel, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Mozambique,
Pakistan, Palestinian Territories, Rwanda, Sierra Leone,
Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, Uganda and Zambia.

Preliminary start-up was also underway in Lebanon and
the tsunami-affected areas of Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 

RIGHT TO PLAY MODULES: Right To Play’s customized
sport and play programs/modules teach the importance
of healthy child development and help build stronger
communities. The modules are also used to
mobilize communities around key health
issues in a fun and social way specifically
to support national health objectives and
campaigns (e.g., HIV/AIDS awareness
and prevent ion, and vaccinat ion
campaigns). 7
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Red Bal l  Child Play;
Coach2Coach; and Live
Safe, Play Safe are the
names of Right To Play’s
sport and play modules. 

Red Ball Child Play and Coach2Coach are implemented in all of Right 

To Play’s project locations. Live Safe, Play Safe strongly depends on

collaboration with local partners in-field who have additional technical

expertise and experience in HIV/AIDS education. The Live Safe, Play

Safe module is part of all Right To Play programs in project locations

where HIV/AIDS is identified as a national health priority. Specifically,

Live Safe, Play Safe is implemented in: Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia,

Zambia, Sierra Leone, Benin, Ghana, Mali and Rwanda.

Photo � Right To Play

Two girls participate in a Right To Play Play Day in Jericho,
Palestinian Territories.



National Offices
Photo � Pakistan, Karin Beate
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RIGHT TO PLAY’S NATIONAL OFFICES employ a diverse set
of global ci t izens who str ive to give back to the
international community through the power of sport and
play to create happier, educated children and safer, more
peaceful communities. These National Offices aim to be
catalysts for a global social movement Right To Play calls
The Red Ball Movement, which contributes to health,
development and peace by harnessing the ful l
humanitarian potential of sport and play. National Offices
are also key to fundraising and building awareness for the
organization, and assist in the recruitment of International
Volunteers. Funds raised nationally are allocated to
projects based on National Offices’ strategic priorities.

In order to better promote Right To Play around the globe,
Right To Play moved forward with two new National
Offices in Italy and the UK in 2005. In addition, a

Right To Play U.S.A.
Chelsea Piers, 
Pier 59, Rm 5925
New York, NY, U.S.A. 
10011 
Tel: +1 646-248-2442   
www.righttoplay.us 

The following pages provide an overview of the work conducted
by each National Office in 2005. 

Canadian National Office was established later that year.
(In 2006 a new National Office will be set up in the United
Arab Emirates or UAE.) As of December 2005, there were a
total of seven Right To Play National Offices in: U.S.A.,
Canada, Italy, UK, Switzerland, Netherlands, and Norway. 

Right To Play Canada
Dominion Square, 
468 Queen Street East, LL1
Toronto, Ontario M5A 1T7
Tel: +1 416-498-1922 x 249   
www.righttoplay.ca

Right To Play Italia Onlus 
BasicVillage, 
Largo Maurizio Vitale,1 
10152 Torino, Italy
Tel: +39 340 7249681   
www.righttoplay.it

Right To Play Netherlands
Postbus 8258, 
3009 AG Rotterdam
Tel: +31 (0) 10 447 2803   
www.righttoplay.nl

Right To Play Norway
Idrettens Hus, 
Servicebox 1 - Ullevaal Stadion, 
N-0840 Oslo, Norway
Tel: +47 901 72 813   
www.righttoplay.no

Right To Play Switzerland
Kirchgasse 48, P.O. Box 775
CH-8024 Zurich, Switzerland
Tel: +41 44 562 28 62   
www.righttoplay.ch

Right To Play UK
P.O. Box 50431, London 
W8 9AL, United Kingdom
Tel: +44 207 937 7935   
www.righttoplay.org.uk

Girls playing a Right To Play Red Ball Child Play game called
�Tunnel Ball� in Peshawar, Pakistan.
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In April, Canadian Advisory Board member James Leech
visited a Right To Play project in Uganda. Upon James’
return, Chair Ralph Lean hosted a well-attended corporate
luncheon at which James spoke of his incredible Right To
Play field experience. 

Key Awareness Raising: In June, thanks to Advisory Board
member Chris Jordan and his team at Y&R, Right To Play
adopted a wonderful new tag line when children play, the
world wins, which was applied to an extremely well
received Public Service Announcement (PSA) campaign
featuring a 30-second television spot and two print
executions. Thanks to the tremendous support of Bell
Globemedia, Right To Play has been able to get this
award-winning creative message out to Canadians across
the countr y via TV and print media. In fact, Bel l
Globemedia broadcasters aired the TV PSA approximately

2,000 times between the months of November and
December 2005. In addition, in the same two months
other Canadian broadcasters aired the PSA approximately
300 times. The print PSA ran in several newspapers and
publications including The Globe and Mail.

Also in June, The FAN 590 sports radio station in Toronto
graciously produced both a fundraising campaign as well
as a radio PSA, voiced by Advisory Board member Brian
Williams. Throughout the summer and fall, The FAN 590
donated air time to publicize both campaigns. 

In addition, in 2005 a great deal of progress was made in
the development of the first ever Right To Play School
Program, Learning To Play, Playing To Learn. Created in
partnership with Silken Laumann’s Active Kids’ Movement,
the program will be available to teachers in spring 2006. A

RIGHT TO PLAY CANADA 

Staff & Office: The start of 2005 welcomed a new
National Director responsible for all marketing and
fundraising in Canada who focused efforts on the
development of a strong network of strategic partners and
supporters throughout the country to help raise funds and
drive awareness in support of Right To Play. A second staff
member was hired later in the year. 

Government, Corporate & Foundation Funds: In 2005 the
Canadian Government, through the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA), continued to be a major
contributor to the implementation of Right To Play
programs by providing strategic capacity-building funding
as well as supporting a community based reintegration
project in Kono, Sierra Leone, and SportWorks projects in
Sierra Leone, Kenya and Guinea. 

Right To Play Canadian Athlete
Ambassadors Curt Harnett (right) and

Beckie Scott lead the Over Under
game at a Play Day event in Ottawa.

Photo � Right To Play
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free grades 4-6 resource, the program incorporates
curriculum-based lesson plans covering social studies,
character education and balanced literacy with creative and
active play ideas. Activities feature an exploration of children
around the world, the countries in which they live and a study
of rights and responsibilities in the world community.

Major Special Events: In
February, Ron Lloyd, Canadian
Advisory Board member,
spearheaded a successful
Merrill Lynch hockey fundraising
event involving members of the
Canadian Women’s Hockey
Team. The event made the front
cover of Toronto’s daily Metro
newspaper.  

ice playing hockey with Leafs legends Darryl Sittler and
Wendel Clark.

In addition to all the events in September, a “Right To Play
Night” was held at the Rogers Centre on September 13th
when the Toronto Blue Jays played host to the Boston Red
Sox. With the tremendous support of the Blue Jays
organization and Athlete Ambassadors Marnie McBean
and Steve Podborski, Right To Play was able to make a
memorable impression with fans at the Rogers Centre and
with viewers across the country through the TSN broadcast.

Right To Play Canada is extremely privileged to have the
suppor t of over 50 wonderful Canadian Athlete
Ambassadors who donate their time for the purpose of
fundraising and spreading Right To Play awareness as well
as motivating and inspiring children and Local Coaches in
Right To Play’s projects. 

“Right To Play brings opportunities

and hope to children who have been

robbed of their childhood through

war, poverty and disease. It's a cause

that resonates deeply with me. By

donating to Right To Play, I can do my

part to help these children shape their

lives for the better and give them

back a chance to dream.”

Tahirah Shadforth, Canadian Donor

Canadian Advisory Board member James Leech with children
in a Right To Play project in the Nakivale refugee settlement,
Mbarara, Uganda. 

In June, Right To Play, The National Capital Commission and
the Canada and the World Pavilion proudly kicked off a two-
day “Play Day” event in Ottawa that marked the International
Year of Sport and Physical Education 2005. The event
included support from Athlete Ambassadors Beckie Scott,
Catriona Le May Doan, Curt Harnett and Benoît Huot, and

was covered by CBC TV’s Sports Saturday.

In September Johann Olav Koss was
honoured as a Humanitarian Award recipient
at the ONEXONE Gala. The Award included
a generous donation on behalf of The Lou
Adler Foundation.

Also in September, as part of The FAN
590 fundraising campaign previously
noted, a small group of Right To Play
supporters spent a memorable hour on the

“Altogether 2005 was a great
development year for Right To Play
Canada. With many new partners
and supporters on-board, Right To
Play Canada headed into 2006
with a great deal of momentum.” 

Warren Spires, National Director, 
Right To Play Canada 

Photo � Jam
es Leech
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Right To Play UK was established as a limited company in
April and obtained charitable status from the Charities

Commission in
December. A
dynamic Board
of Directors was
established, an
Office Manager
was hired and
recruitment for a
National Director
continues. ( In

May 2006, a National Director was
hired.) During the year, the UK
hosted numerous small functions and attracted several
large donors to help Right To Play reach its global mission

and future activities in the UK. There has been tremendous
interest and support in the UK, especially with the

approaching 2012 Olympic
Games in London. 

RIGHT TO PLAY ITALY & UK 

Right To Play’s newest National Offices in the UK and Italy
were established
in 2005. Right
To Play I talia
e s t a b l i s h e d
official onlus
( c h a r i t a b l e )
status in 2005
and hired a local
Project Manager
with the main
priority of preparing for the 2006 Winter Olympic Games
in Torino where the international organization will have a
major presence. 

“This is a very dynamic period for Right To
Play UK, especially with the excitement
building up to the 2012 Olympic Games in
London. We hope that this energy will make
the official launch of Right To Play UK a real
success in order to make a difference for
children around the world!” 

Lina Molokotos-Liederman, Office Manager,
Right To Play UK

“I look forward to a great year of growth and
opportunity for Right To Play Italia in 2006 with the
Olympic Games in Torino. I hope that the fire started
now will burn bright at the Games and will not die,
but will continue to help Right To Play help more and
more children all around the world.” 

Barbara Curti, Project Manager, Right To Play Italia

Two boys playing a Right To Play game in Juba, Sudan.
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“In 2005 Right To Play

Netherlands’ fundraising

revenues increased 

by 72 percent.”

Frank Overhand, volunteer National
Director, Right To Play Netherlands 

RIGHT TO PLAY NETHERLANDS (NL)

Staff & Office: In 2005 the Right To Play Netherlands team
was supported by 67 volunteers who helped with different
special events. 

Key Awareness Raising: The main communications tools in
the Netherlands are its quarterly magazine, electronic
newsletter and website. In November the Office started an
application to receive the CBF (Central Bureau of
Fundraising) quality mark. The quality mark certifies that
an organization employs transparent and reliable means
of reporting, spending and accounting. 

Government, Corporate & Foundation Funds: To raise
funds Right To Play NL approaches the government,
companies and individuals as structural donors, sponsors
and partners. Partners are companies or organizations

that commit themselves for several years and offer their
services, products or financial means free of charge. Right
To Play NL believes in close cooperation with sponsors
and often plans joint sponsor activities or events. In 2005
a por t ion of the organization’s fundraising and
communications budgets was being sponsored, thus
enabling Right To Play NL to maintain a cost percentage
fundraising of only 13 percent. 

In 2005 Right To Play NL, initiated by the Netherlands
Olympic Committee * Netherlands Sport Confederation
(NOC*NSF), prepared and signed par tnership
agreements with six sport federations. In addition, together
with the KNVB (Royal Dutch Soccer Federation), Right To
Play NL sent two coaches to train Right To Play Local
Coaches in the Palestinian Territories. 

Growing Dutch Athlete Ambassador Support: In total, 49
Athletes Ambassadors and teams have joined Right To
Play NL in 2005. (Please see the Athlete Ambassador
section for a full list.) These Ambassadors provided
memorabilia for auctions and talked at various events
about their sport experiences to help mobilize communities
and motivate individuals. Two Ambassadors, Falko
Zandstra (speed skating) and Margriet Matthijsse (sailing),
visited Right To Play’s project in Rhino refugee camp,
Arua, Uganda. Their visit generated daily newspaper
coverage, several magazine articles and broadcast
footage that was used for awareness and event
promotions in the Netherlands.

In addition, Athlete Ambassador Bart Veldkamp visited the
Palestinian Territories projects together with a Dutch

Photo � Right To Play

Olympian and Right To Play Athlete Ambassador Bart Veldkamp
(right) with Coach Zeyad el Sheikh Ali cheering on children during
a Play Day activity in Ein el Sultan Refugee Camp in Jericho, the
Palestinian Territories.
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television crew. (For more information on these field visits,
please see the Athlete Ambassador section in this Report.)

Major Special Events: In 2005 Right To Play NL was
present at 107 big and small (sport) events. Right To
P lay NL a lso organized i t s  own
fundraising events such as the Right To
Play NL Run from December 27-30th.
(For more information on the Run,
please see the Athlete Ambassador
section in this Report.)

At the end of 2005 a Right To Play NL
children’s book was launched in Dutch and English. To
research the book writer Jesse Goossens, from the
publishing agency Lemniscaat, visited Right To Play’s
projects in Mali, Israel and Sierra Leone. The book

contains pictures and stories about the children in Right
To P lay projects .  In addi t ion, the book inc ludes
information about poverty and health issues, as well as
descr ip t ions of  some Right  To P lay games.  The
publication of this book was supported partly by the

Nat ional  Commi t tee for
International Cooperation and
Sus ta inable Deve lopment
(NCDO) on behal f  o f  the
International Year of Sport and
Phys ica l  Educat ion 2005
(IYSPE 2005). Already several

municipalities purchased the book to include in primary
school curricula. 

In December, NCDO and their members from the
Platform Sport and Development Cooperation (of which

Right To Play NL is a member) organized a big event to
mark the close of the IYSPE 2005 for Members of
Parliament (MP). The aim of the event was to inform
Dutch politicians about the UN-backed IYSPE 2005 to
garner further support for Sport for Development on
poli t ical agendas. Right To Play NL was actively
involved in the organization of the “Millennium Goals
Match” for the MPs, which showed how sport can
contribute to the realization of the UN Millennium
Development Goals.

“In 2006 Right To Play NL will focus
on communication toward children.”

Frank Overhand, volunteer National
Director, Right To Play NL 
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Two participants run arm in arm at the Right To Play Run along the
outdoor ice skating rinks in the Netherlands.

Falko Zandstra, Olympian and Right To Play Athlete
Ambassador, playing a Right To Play game with

children in the Rhino refugee camp, Uganda.
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RIGHT TO PLAY NORWAY 

Government, Corporate & Foundation Funds: Right To Play
Norway had a very successful year raising
corporate, government and foundation funds.
NORAD (Norwegian Agency for Development
Cooperation) and The Norwegion Ministry of
Foreign Affairs committed a significant amount to
support projects in Benin, Pakistan, the Palestinian
Territories, Chad, the Twinned School Project in
cooperation with The Peres Center for Peace, as
well as projects in Ghana, Tanzania and Uganda. 

Another significant amount was raised from the
corporate sponsor agreement with grocery-store
chain SPAR Norway (changed its name to Kjopmannshuset
and now includes the chains SPAR, MIX and Joker).

Additional funds were also raised directly by the
employees and retailers of Kjopmannshuset, which were

matched five-fold by Norgesgruppen. Following this
campaign, Kjopmannshuset invited all their retailers

(2,000 in total) to a cruise in the Mediterranean in
September where Johann Olav Koss addressed the group
and Athlete Ambassador and Head Coach Gunnar
Pettersen (Men’s National Handball Team) organized a Right
To Play ball-shooting activity for all the guests of the cruise.

Finally, the Tom Wilhelmsen Foundation became a major
donor for Right To Play. 

Major Special Events: The Special Advisor to the United
Nations Secretary-General on Sport for Development, Mr.
Adolf Ogi, held an appeal for Right To Play at the
Holmenkollen Ski Festival in March focusing on the
International Year of Sport and Physical Education 2005.
Johann Olav Koss appeared as the in-studio guest on
national breakfast television, TV2, to talk about the event.

“A noteworthy 23 percent of

Norway’s population have heard

about Right To Play according to a

recognition survey in January 2006 –

a strong number after only three

years of operation in Norway.”

Laila Andresen
National Director, Right To Play Norway

Head Coach Gunnar Pettersen (right), Norwegian Men�s
National Handball Team, coaching guests in a handball

shooting contest on the Kjopmannshuset cruise.
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In addition, the annual Norwegian Crown Prince Couple’s
Humanitarian Fund was donated to Right To Play for projects
focusing on internally displaced persons in Uganda. A cheque
presentation ceremony by the Crown Prince – including a
presentation on Right To Play by Johann Olav Koss showing a
video specially made for the Crown Prince couple by Right To
Play program staff in Uganda – was conducted in Norway to
an audience of over 1,000 people. The news was covered in
every newspaper, TV and radio station in the country. 
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In July, Chair of Right To Play Norway and Athlete
Ambassador Ådne Søndrål held an appeal for Right To
Play at the reopening of Bislett Games to a completely full
stadium. A Right To Play promotional video was shown at
the Games and fundraising was conducted by selling mini
red key-chains. 

On December 3rd a charity concert in the Oslo Concert
Hall was arranged to raise funds and awareness for Right
To Play. Johann Olav Koss urged listeners to donate
following the presentation of a short Right To Play video.
The concert was initiated and organized by a Right To
Play enthusiast, 78 year old Claus Dahl. Over 1,000
spectators attended the concert, which also raised a large
amount of money for Right To Play. 

All of the various fundraising-centred events held by Right To
Play Norway raised a great deal of funds throughout 2005.

Growing Norwegian Athlete Ambassador Support: In
2005 Right To Play Norway increased the number of
Athlete Ambassadors that support the organization from
16 to 40 (please see the Athlete Ambassador section of
this Annual Report for a full list of the new Norwegian
Athletes). All of the new Athlete Ambassadors are high-
profile athletes in their sports and support the organization
in a variety of manners. 

One Athlete highlight is the field mission by Olympic gold
medalist in sailing Siren Sundby, and top-ranked female
ski jumper Anette Sagen to Israel and the Palestinian
Territories. 

A second highlight is the fundraising and awareness
campaign by Athlete Ambassadors John Arne Riise,
Liverpool FC, and Håvard Tvedten, handball player from

the Norwegian national team, with radio media partner
“Kanal24.” Both Athletes participated in a broadcast
auction that raised awareness and funds. Riise personally
donated football tickets. Travel and accommodation in
Liverpool, UK, were donated by Radisson SAS Hotel
Liverpool and Kanal24. Håvard Tvedten recorded radio
spots for an auction of tickets, travel and accommodation
to the Men’s European Championship in Handball in
Switzerland donated by sponsor SPAR and MIX. 

Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO,
Right To Play (right), accepts a cheque
from the Norwegian Crown Prince.

Photo � Right To Play

Siren Sundby (third from left in top row) and Anette Sagen (fourth
from left in middle row), both Right To Play Athlete Ambassadors,
visiting the happy girls participating in Right To Play programs at
the Jalazon Girls� School, Ramallah, Palestinian Territories.

Photo � Right To Play
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RIGHT TO PLAY SWITZERLAND

Staff and Office: In the first half of 2005 the team was
busy creating a solid, sustainable grassroots organization
in Switzerland. Tax exemption for the canton of Zurich was
obtained. Further, with the generous support of McKinsey
& Cie., Zurich, a business plan was also developed for
Right To Play Switzerland.

Corporate & Foundation Funds: Positive news can also be
reported on the fundraising front. The Foundation for Sport
and Sport History in Basel provided three-year funding for
a Right To Play Zambia project; the Kids in Motion
Foundation provided matching funds for the SportWorks
program in Thailand; a cooperation contract with EFG
Bank was concluded; and six new Founding Members
signed on for five-year commitments. In addition, a number

of individual
and corporate
d o n a t i o n s
were realized
during the
year. 

Major Special
Events: On the
special events
front 2005
was also a
busy year and
included several events such as the Legend’s Race at the
Rowing Worldcup in Lucerne where 24 international
rowing greats were brought “back into the boat.” The first-
time event ran on the legendary Rotsee Lake and helped

raise awareness and
understanding of the power
of Sport for Development.
The event was wel l
at tended and received
significant media coverage
in the international rowing
community. 

Furthermore, as a highlight
of the International Year of
Spor t and Physical
Education 2005 ( IYSPE

2005), Right To Play Switzerland partnered with the
Pestalozzi Children’s Foundation in Trogen for an event
called Play for Peace. Right To Play conceptualized,
organized and implemented the sport and play element

“Altogether, 2005 was an exciting year 

of organizational development and

increasing support at all levels for Right

To Play Switzerland. We are grateful for

the support of our Board and all of our

Swiss friends, partners, donors and

Athlete Ambassadors. Particularly we

would like to mention the tremendous

support of Adolf Ogi, Special Advisor to

the UN Secretary-General on Sport for

Development and Peace. We look

forward to great opportunities ahead.” 

Barbara Keller, volunteer National Director, 
Right To Play Switzerland

“There are three things that convinced me to become a Founding
Member of Right To Play Switzerland: 

• Sport as an instrument for Development and Peace 

• Barbara Keller and the fact that she is a volunteer National
Director together with the fact that the Swiss organisation in
general is very lean with lots of optimism; and

• Sustainable approach through local community ownership as the
ultimate aim must be that the communities work without us.”

Esther Heer Caduff, Swiss Founding Member

Olympic rowing medalist and Chair, Right To Play International Board of Directors
Silken Laumann (front) and her team in the Legend�s Race at the Rowing
Worldcup in Lucerne, Switzerland. 
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of the project for disadvantaged children from various
countr ies.  The event  was f inanced by the Swiss
Development Corporation (SDC). It was covered all
over Switzerland in major newspapers, and on major
radio and television stations. For additional information
on the event, please see the Athlete Ambassador
section in this Report. 

Key Awareness Raising: Also in light of the IYSPE 2005,
three extensive documentaries on Right To Play projects
were shown on Swiss National TV. In addition two large
articles about the work of Right To Play were published in
two major Swiss newspapers and significant awareness
was raised through the joint advertising campaign with
EFG Bank, where joint EFG Bank/Right To Play
advertisements ran in a number of Swiss financial and
economic newspapers and magazines. 

Growing Swiss Athlete Ambassador Support: A great
deal of publicity was achieved through new Swiss Athlete
Ambassadors: Flavio Marazzi, Bernhard Russi, Vreni
Schneider and Martina Hingis. In addition, Patrick
Heuscher, Athens Olympic bronze medalist, was officially
appointed as a Right To Play Athlete Ambassador at the
FIVB (FØdØration Internationale de Volleyball ) Beach
Volleyball World Tour 2005 to a packed stadium in
Gstaad, Switzerland by Adolf Ogi, Special Adviser to the
Uni ted Nations Secretar y-General on Spor t  for
Development and Peace. At the event Bruno Kernen,
world champion and Olympic bronze medalist in alpine
skiing, spoke to the crowd about his commitment to Right
To Play and officially welcomed Patrick to the Right To
Play team. Further, at a media conference for the Zurich
Tennis Open 2005 – part of the WTA (Women’s Tennis

Association) Tour – Adolf Ogi also officially announced
and, together with Vreni Schneider, welcomed Martina
Hingis as Right To Play Switzerland’s newest Athlete
Ambassador. The news was covered in major
newspapers in and around Zurich.

“Overall 2005 was a very intensive and

successful year filled with lots of fun.” 

Barbara Keller volunteer National Director, 
Right To Play Switzerland

Student participants from Indonesia throw the Right To Play Red
Ball at the Play for Peace event in Trogen, Switzerland. 
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Right To Play/EFG
Bank advertisement.

The National Offices section continues on page 27 with
an overview of the U.S. National Office.



Live Safe, Play Safe
Photo � Tanzania, Sandy Pereira
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THE GLOBAL HIV/AIDS REALITY: In the 20 years since its
discovery, HIV/AIDS has become a global epidemic. 

By the end of 2005 there were 40.3 million people
living with HIV/AIDS in the world, double the number
from 1995 (UNAIDS, AIDS Epidemic Update 2005). Of
these, 17.5 million were women and 2.3 million were
children under 15 years of age (UNAIDS, AIDS Epidemic
Update 2005).

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is rooted in issues surrounding
social and gender inequality. In several Southern African
countries more than three-quarters of all young people living
with HIV/AIDS are women (WHO, Regional Bureau for
Africa), while in sub-Saharan Africa overall, young women
between the ages of 15-24 are three times as likely to be
living with HIV/AIDS than young men (UNAIDS, 2004).

Children and young people are the most vulnerable to the
epidemic. In 2004, for example, an estimated 15 million
ch i ld ren had los t  
one or both parents 
to HIV/AIDS, the vast
majori ty of them in
Af r ica (UNAIDS,
2004). 

HIV/AIDS prevention
strategies with a focus
on children and youth
are critical to combat
the crisis. Actively
involving children and youth in HIV/AIDS prevention
efforts is crucial to successfully engage their communities
(UNAIDS, UNICEF, USAID, �Children on the Brink 2004�).

�Inclusion,� as one of Right To Play�s guiding principles,
ensures that women and girls � who, due to low 
socio-economic status, minimal education, economic
dependence on men, rape and sexual coercion, are at
increased risk of infection � build capacity to protect
themselves against HIV/AIDS. Through its inclusive
activi t ies, Right To Play contributes to reducing
HIV/AIDS-related stigma and discrimination and
contributes to the prevention of HIV/AIDS infection.
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Right To Play International Volunteer and Local Coach look on
at performances during the launch of the World AIDS Day

campaign in Kigali, Rwanda on Nov. 27th.
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LIVE SAFE, PLAY SAFE is Right To Play�s skills-based health
education module that uses games and activies to carry
prevention and information messages about HIV/AIDS
among young people in order to help prevent HIV/AIDS
infection. HIV/AIDS-related stigma is one of the biggest
impacts that people living with HIV/AIDS face; Live Safe,
Play Safe contributes to reducing stigma associated with
the disease through inclusive sport and play activities.

Live Safe, Play Safe uses physical activity and active discussion
to engage children and youth in the development of key
knowledge, attitudes and skills that can be expected to influence
the development of health-promoting behaviours in real life. This
module strongly depends on collaboration with local partners in-
field who have the technical expertise and experience in
HIV/AIDS education. Right To Play provides an active and
enjoyable learning environment through games and discussion.

Knowledge refers to what participants understand and
learn. Knowledge covered in Live Safe, Play Safe
includes learning how HIV/AIDS is transmitted, how
sexually transmitted infections increase the risk of
HIV/AIDS and ways to prevent infection.

Attitudes refers to feelings, values and beliefs about the self,
others and life issues. Attitudes covered in Live Safe, Play
Safe include self-confidence, self-esteem and non-
discrimination for those affected and infected by HIV/AIDS.

Skills refers to participants� ability to carry out specific
behaviours. Skills covered in Live Safe, Play Safe include
responding assertively to peer-pressure, planning for the
future and the ability to use condoms properly.

GAME: CONDOM TAG

Purpose: Reinforces learning that condoms protect against
HIV/AIDS
Equipment:
Several condom balloons
Instructions:
1. Object of game is to be last person tagged
2. Pick one student to be �HIV/AIDS.� He/she tries to tag

other participants by touching them on any part of body
3. Pass out condom balloons to other players. A person is

�safe� from being tagged when he/she has condom
balloon � condom provides protection from HIV/AIDS

4. Players help person being chased by �HIV/AIDS� by
passing him/her balloon

5. When someone is tagged, he/she leaves the game.
When everyone is tagged, new game starts  
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Right To Play Local Coach Kelvin
Phiri after leading Live Safe, Play

Safe activities (in background) 
in Chikumbi, Zambia.



Discussion points:
� Game reinforces message that condoms are one of the 

best ways to protect against HIV/AIDS
� HIV/AIDS is not spread by casual contact � game

played to ignite discussion
� Stigma � game requires people to escape from

�HIV/AIDS,� but in real life people should not run away
from those living with HIV/AIDS 

During the Live Safe, Play Safe program a Right To Play
Local Coach or teacher guides a group of 10-20 children
and youth between the ages of 10-18 through seven
lessons. Each lesson emphasizes a different life skill in
relation to the prevention of HIV/AIDS.

GAME: DON�T TRUST YOUR EYES

Purpose:
Promotes discussion of HIV/AIDS-related stigma and
discrimination
Players: Unlimited
Equipment: 
Small object (for example, a ball or rock) 
Formation:
Two lines facing each other
Instructions: 
1. Divide participants into two equal teams 
2. Teams line up shoulder-to-shoulder facing one another

across 5-10 metre space 
3. First team passes small object among themselves behind

their backs, while second team claps and counts to 30 
4. When the second team reaches 30 the first team must

stop passing object 

5. The second team then has three chances to guess which
player on first team is holding object 

6. Both teams should have several opportunities to pass
object or guess

Discussion points:
� The object represents HIV/AIDS. Anyone can have it,

and it is difficult to tell who has it. You must protect
yourself against HIV/AIDS (the A, B, Cs of prevention)
because you may not know who has HIV/AIDS.

� Do you see people with HIV/AIDS stigmatized in your
community? How? 

� Do you see people with HIV/AIDS discriminated against
in your community? How? 

� What causes stigma and discrimination? 
� How should we respond to people who have HIV/AIDS?
� How can we fight stigma and discrimination?
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•Sport-based programs like ours 

in Sironko are helping to save

lives.  When we share health

messages with the youth in our

programs, we equip them with

the knowledge.  They then

safeguard themselves and they

don•t have unprotected sex.Ž  

Lillian Kisolo Nabuduwa, Right To Play Local Coach, 
Sironko, Uganda

Photo � Right To Play

A Right To Play Local Coach in SOS Village, Freetown, Sierra
Leone, leads children in the �Don�t Trust Your Eyes� Live Safe, Play
Safe game (see explanation below) during a Play Day in July.

22
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MY PHOTO, MY VISION � HIV/AIDS SENSITIZATION
THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY AND PLAY IN RWANDA: A
dynamic photography project was conducted by Right To
Play Rwanda to help educate children on the impact of
HIV/AIDS for World AIDS Day 2005. This project helped
build on the Live Safe, Play Safe sport and play activities
already taking place in Rwanda. 

The project, sponsored by GTZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Technische Zusammenarbeit GmbH ) in collaboration with
EspØrance: L�Association des Jeunes Sportifs de Kigali,
taught five encadreurs (trainers) about photography. They
in turn trained 21 additional youth.

The project gave students aged 13-17 the opportunity and
tools to express themselves about sport and play, as well
as their lives, dreams and feelings about HIV/AIDS.

Students had themes to
address in their photo
assignments, including sport
and HIV/AIDS in my life.
The themes were designed
to al low the students to
better see where HIV/AIDS
may be an impediment to
reaching their goals.

�These games are a very good 

way of teaching the different

ways of protecting yourself

[against HIV/AIDS].� 

An 18-year old World AIDS Day 
participant in Accra, Ghana

The first public exhibit of the photos was held in February
2005 at the Novotel Umubano in Kigali, Rwanda. At the
exhibit 40 selected photos were sold with 25 percent of the
income going to pay school materials for the children and
the remaining 75 percent to be used to hold a similar
project in 2007. Now, the photographs are on permanent
display at the Youth Centre at Kimisagara. They will be on

display at the AIDS 2006
international conference 
in Toronto. 

�The last assignment about HIV/AIDS was the
toughest,� said Firdawsi Benimana*, one of the
encadreurs. �I sat down with the children and talked to
them all about HIV/AIDS, and how it has impacted my
life. Afterwards, the children went back to their
communities to take photographs of what HIV/AIDS
represented in their lives.�
(*Firdawsi does not have HIV/AIDS.)

Three of the students who participated in the program
said, �It has become�no more interesting to say HIV
or to write about it. People�pay attention no more
about the messages. So it is better to use new ways in
order to attract people�s attention, like using photos as
we did.�

Two student participants in the My Photo, My Vision project
(bottom right) and a selection of photos taken by the

students involved in the photography project.

23
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�Live Safe, Play Safe  is an 

effective program as it provides 

an alternative outlet for children 

to learn about HIV/AIDS. If the

dissemination of HIV/AIDS

information and education is left

solely to parents, it won�t be done

� primarily due to it being such a

sensitive and complex topic.� 

Augustina Ralph-Laryea, Right To Play Local Coach,
Accra, Ghana

DYNAMIC PROGRAMS FOR A DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENT �
VALUABLE HEALTH AND LIFESTYLE KNOWLEDGE DELIVERED
IN ZAMBIA: Kamanga Community School (KCS) is located in
the township of Kamanga, Lusaka, Zambia and is a vibrant
cooperative school presently run by five volunteer teachers
from the local neighbourhood. It is home to more than 240
children with few opportunities, many of whom
come from broken homes (30%), are
considered vulnerable* children (30%) or are
orphaned (40%). Yet since 2000 it is in this
challenging environment that Amos Sakala and
his unpaid peer teachers, Cecilia, Edward,
Steve and Watson, have been running the
Right To Play Live Safe, Play Safe program,
which has become a regular fixture in their
school�s curriculum.

While speaking about the advantages of the Live Safe, Play
Safe program, Senior Teacher Amos Sakala finds value not
only in the simplicity of the communicated messages, but also
in the ability of the curriculum to be utilized as required.

This flexibility is one of the many strengths of the Live
Safe, Play Safe program
according to the teachers.
With Live Safe, Play Safe
teachers are able to modify
content as necessary, while
address ing cons i s ten t
themes and games with
which the chi ldren are
comfortable. In a community
such as Kamanga, things
change qu ick ly  �  fo r

example, the malaria epidemic of the previous months was
recently replaced with a deadly cholera outbreak.

Equipped with valuable health and lifestyle knowledge
delivered through the Right To Play Live Safe, Play Safe
module, these children will have a greater chance at
remaining healthy and safe. 

Glenn Shaw, Communications Coordinator, Right To Play
Zambia 

*Vulnerable children in this context relates to either: a wholly orphaned
child (both parents have passed away); a single orphaned child (one
parent has passed away); or a child who is living in relatively imminent
social danger from hunger, destitution, lack of decent social care and
welfare.
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�[The] health messages [in the Live
Safe, Play Safe curriculum] address
[information] clearly so the children
grasp whatever is being spoken
about� [when] talking about
HIV/AIDS...�

Amos Sakala, Senior Teacher, Right
To Play Zambia
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A boy participates in Right To Play Live Safe, Play Safe activities
at partner (Lubya Youth Man Power Association - LYMPDA) site in

the Kampala community of Nakulabye, Uganda. 
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L IVE SAFE,  PLAY SAFE IN ETHIOPIA ENHANCES
HIV/AIDS MESSAGES: Fuad and Subsibe are two Right
To  P lay  Loca l  Coaches  who work  wi th  par tne r
organization Family Guidance Association Ethiopia
(FGAE) to conduct
Right To Play Live
Sa fe ,  P lay  Sa fe
activities in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia.
They  work  wi th
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
100 children who
come to  the i r
weekly sport and play programs. What is most
impressive about Fuad and Subsibe is how they
have managed to balance the theory and practical

information on HIV/AIDS to effectively get the message
across to children in a fun and interactive way.

Fuad has been trained by FGAE as a Peer Support Provider
in sexual and reproductive health.  Every
Sunday, FGAE gathers the children to discuss
HIV/AIDS and other health information.  Fuad
and Subsibe then use Live Safe, Play Safe
activities to further enhance the HIV/AIDS
messages. They meet the children on Tuesdays
and Thursdays and play Live Safe, Play Safe
games related to the health message they
discussed the previous Sunday in order to

really get the message across to the kids.

“It is a great way for the children to be active, have fun
and learn at the same time. This is just one example of

how working together we can all help to create happier
and healthier communities across the world.”

Andrea MacDonald, Country Representative, Right To Play
Ethiopia

“Recently, I ran into a difficult situation.

One of my students told me that he

didn’t believe in AIDS and argued that if

it did exist we would be able to catch it

from mosquitoes, therefore, many more

Malians would be infected. I didn’t know

how to respond to this question. But

now, after what I have learned from

Right To Play, I feel confident that I will

be able to answer questions like this.” 
A Right To Play Local Coach at the Ecole Razel Live Safe,
Play Safe training in April 2005, Bamako, Mali

Right To Play programs promote the best
practices and values of sport and play – fair
play, teamwork, respect, commitment,
compassion, leadership, optimism, joy and
integrity – to children and communities
around the world.
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Girls from Addis Ababa, Ethiopia participate in a game that
teaches balance and trust.
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LOCAL ATHLETE AMBASSADOR IN MOZAMBIQUE HELPS
RIGHT TO PLAY HOST HIV/AIDS FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT:
Long-time Right To Play Athlete Ambassador and former
Mozambican “Footballer (Soccer) of the Year” Danito
Primeiro h o s t e d  a n  HIV/AIDS football (soccer)
tournament in his home
community of Infulene,
Mozambique. The
tournament was held
over three days using
the HIV/AIDS rules,
which are footbal l
(soccer) rules that
reinforce HIV/AIDS
messages developed by
a local organization

called FIFFAA (Film Futebol and the Fight Against AIDS) –
Desporto pela Vida. In this version of the game, the field is
split into an attacking and defending half. Conceding a
goal represents “the virus entering the
body,” resulting in one of the team’s

defenders moving
to the other half of
the field (making it
much more likely
that the opposing
team will score).
This process
continues unti l
there are no defenders left on one side
– or when “full -blown AIDS takes
hold.” The competition’s final match

was held on World AIDS Day, December 1, drawing huge
numbers of cheering children and community spectators.
Awards were given to best player, goalkeeper and best

“ f a i r p l a y ”
player of the
tournament. 

Blake Gray,
Team Leader,
Right To Play
Mozambique
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“Right To Play is pleased to have Danito as an
Athlete Ambassador and role model for the
children in Mozambique. Danito was again
successful this year in organizing a quality
tournament that educated the players,
spectators and the community about HIV/AIDS
through play.” 

Tracy Perreault, Project Coordinator, Right To
Play Mozambique

Local Coach Ali Rahman (purple track
pants) and International Volunteer Kate

Forster (green tee-shirt on right) lead
children in a Right To Play Live Safe, Play

Safe activity in Foulah Town, Sierra Leone.

Danito Primeiro, 
Athlete Ambassador, 

Right To Play Mozambique
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“With so much behind me, I feel I have a lot to give. I
retired as a professional football [soccer] player in
2000, so now I spend my time coaching children. I find
that through sport, children are prepared for the ups and
downs in life, as they also learn to be healthy and to
stay positive.”
Danito Primeiro, Athlete Ambassador, Right To Play
Mozambique
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RIGHT TO PLAY UNITED STATES 

Staff & Office: In 2005, the U.S. officially became a Right To Play
country with a new National Director in place. (In 2006, the U.S.
office will be moving to New York’s top sports centre, Chelsea Piers.)

Board of Directors: Throughout the year, Right To Play signed up
Board members, partners, donors and supporters that are sure to
turn the U.S. operation into an instant strong team. Meridee
Moore, a member of Team North America, joined Right To Play’s
International Board of Directors and accompanied the
International Board of Directors’ Chair, Silken Laumann, and Right
To Play Friend, Donna de Varona, on a visit to Right To Play’s
Tanzania projects in Dar es Salaam and the Lugufu refugee camp
in the Kasulu region.

Corporate & Foundation Funds: More good news came out of
Boston. Right To Play U.S.A. confirmed that New Profit Inc. and

Monitor Group would invest financially and strategically in Right
To Play for the next four years, focusing on establishing a strong
fundraising team in the United States. New Profit Inc. and Monitor
Group are providing valuable assistance on a global strategy and
alignment of the International Board of Directors.

Growing U.S. Athlete Ambassador Suppor t: U.S. Athlete
Ambassadors all pumped energy into the U.S. Right To Play spirit.
For example, Abby Wambach, U.S. Women’s Soccer (Football)
Team Member, spent ten days visiting programs in Rwanda and
Uganda. Abby’s participation in a Local Coach Coach2Coach
training session in Uganda helped to motivate participants,
especially the female Local Coaches who had the opportunity to
witness a female star in a sport dominated by men in Africa.
Abby was also a part of launching a streetfootball tournament
with partner EspØrance in Rwanda that helped to mobilize 5,000
members of the community. Her field mission with Right To Play

was covered by FOX Soccer U.S.A. TV. (For more information on
Abby’s field mission, please see the Athlete Ambassador section
of this Report.)

In February, U.S. supporters gathered on the slopes at the home
of Kathy Schlein in Park City, Utah, along with several Athlete
Ambassadors, including Olympians Jenny Thompson, Johnny
Spillane, Nikki Stone and Dawn Lewis. It was a good mix of
water and ice for the donor appreciation event. Some of the
supporters that joined Kathy were Jim and Geralyn Dreyfus,
Dexter and Susan Paine, Carl Liederman, Mike Levinthal, Meridee
Moore, Kevin King, and Jeff and Rachel Kearl.

“The Right To Play team

in the U.S.A. is ready,

set to go for the gold!

We are all proud to be

a part of such a

dynamic international

team and plan to make

the U.S.A. a powerhouse of support

for all of our overseas programs.”

Mary Dixon, National Director, Right To Play U.S.A.

U.S. supporters and Athlete Ambassadors at a
donor appreciation event in Park City, Utah. 

Nikki Stone, U.S. Olympian and Right To Play Athlete
Ambassador, with children in Right To Play�s program in Tanzania.
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For an overview of the other six Right To Play National Offices
including those in Canada, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway,
Switzerland, and the UK, please see pages 8-18.



Right To Play 
Athlete Ambassadors 
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ATHLETE AMBASSADORS are heroes on the international
stage and local heroes in project countries. They inspire
children and communities, and help raise awareness of the
humanitarian potential of sport. These Athletes help to
mobilize communities around important health issues by
acting as role models for children and their communities and
as motivators for Local Coaches. Athletes also raise
awareness of Right To Play and the Sport for Development
and Peace movement through media coverage and events.
They also  generate funds for the organization. The following
Athlete Ambassadors joined Right To Play in 2005:

AFRICA Ethiopia: Ti lahun Jamaneh (Paralympic
Powerlifting) Mali: Aminata Sininta (Basketball), Diaty
Ndiaye (Football), Fatou Camara (Football), Mamadou
Keita (Football), Moussa Savadogo (Track & Field) Seydou
Keita (Football), Yah Koita (Long Jump/Track & Field)

Bakken (Athletics), Nila Håkedal (Beach Volleyball),
Norwegian National Women’s Handball Team, Peter Müller
(Speed Skating/Coach for the Norwegian Speed Skating
team), Raphael Poiree (Biathlon), Roar Ljøkelsøy (Ski
Jumping), Rune Stordal (Speed Skating), Tarjei Skarlund
(Beach Volleyball) Switzerland: Bernhard Russi (Alpine
Skiing), Flavio Marazzi (Sailing), Marcel Fischer (Fencing),
Martina Hingis (Tennis), Patrick Heuscher (Beach Volleyball)
NORTH AMERICA Canada: Arne Dankers (Speed
Skating), Charmaine Reid (Badminton), Tiffany Manchester
(Whitewater Kayaking) USA: Diana Taurasi (Basketball),
Julia Mancuso (Skiing) 

For a full list of the 250 professional, Olympic and Paralympic
Athlete Ambassadors from 40 countries representing 46
different sports please visit www.righttoplay.com.
In North America “football” is referred to as “soccer.”

Rwanda: Dominic Bizimana (Standing Volleyball), Jimmy
Gatete (Football) Sierra Leone: Ekoh Nelson (Football),
Ibrahim Kargbo (Football), Michael Freeman (Football),
Victor Amara (Football) MIDDLE EAST & ASIA Palestinian
Territories: Husam Azzam (Shot Put) China: Gao Hong
(Football) EUROPE Netherlands: Falko Zandstra (Speed
Skating), Margriet Matthijsse (Sailing), Rebekka Kadijk
(Beach Volleyball) Norway: Anne Margrethe Hausken
(Orientation), Anette Sagen (Ski Jumping), Bjørn Maaseide
(Beach Volleyball), Christopher Gundersen (Sailing), Petter
Andersen (Speed Skating), Even Wetten, (Speed Skating),
Gunn Rita Dahle Flesjå (Mountain Biking), Halvard
Hanevold (Biathlon), Heidi Tjugum (Handball), Ingrid Tørlen,
(Beach Volleyball), John Arne Riise (Football), Jørre
Kjemperud (Beach Volleyball), Kjersti Østgaard Buaas
(Snowboard), Kristian Kjelling (Handball), Lasse Kjus (Alpine
Skiing), Liv Grete Skjelbreid-Poiree (Biathlon), Marius

“Through providing an environment to

play, children…gain friendship and the

desire for peace. They learn valuable

lessons in mutual respect and

teamwork.”

Gao Hong, Right To Play Athlete Ambassador, China

�Every child has the right to health, and I am very happy to
be able to support this campaign to protect young lives.�

Carlos Queiroz, Assistant Manager, Manchester United and
Right To Play Athlete supporter shakes hands with children

participating in a football (soccer) tournament as part of the
National Measles & Polio Immunization Campaign he

supported with partner EspØrance in his native
Mozambique.

Gao Hong, 
Right To Play Athlete Ambassador, 
Goalkeeper, Chinese National Football
(Soccer) Team
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Siren and Anette in their local newspapers. As Right 
To Play Norway’s main sponsor,
Kjopmannshuset produced a film from
the field visit to further raise awareness
of Right To Play with i ts 12,000
employees and retai lers al l  over
Norway.

• Five-time tennis Grand Slam champion
Martina Hingis, top sailor Flavio Marazzi
and the world famous ski legends Vreni
Schneider and Bernhard Russi attended
the Play for Peace Youth Camp in Trogen,
Switzerland where Right To Play
Switzerland helped design programs to
teach approximately 200 children from 20 different
countries peace, tolerance and leadership skills. The event

was held as the emotional highlight of the International
Year of Sport and Physical Education
2005 in Switzerland generating
national media coverage.  

• Manchester United’s Assistant 
Manager Carlos Queiroz and 
Athlete Supporter of Right To 
Play helped promote a National 
Measles & Polio Immunizat- 
ion Campaign in his native 
Mozambique. The visit spear-
headed media coverage ex-
plaining the impor tance of
immunizing Mozambique’s

children, and promoted a Right To Play organized soccer
(football) tournament designed to drive vaccinations.

EACH YEAR RIGHT TO PLAY ATHLETE AMBASSADORS
PARTICIPATE IN RIGHT TO PLAY’S PROJECTS to inspire,
motivate, rally children and communities around specific
health initiatives and events, and help to promote Right To
Play and the power of Sport for Development and Peace
to the world. Athlete Ambassadors also help bring media
attention to Right To Play, directly fundraising, and/or
helping to boost attendance at events. Successful Athlete
Ambassador field campaigns in 2005 included:

•  Olympic sailing gold medallist Siren Sundby and top-
ranked female sk i  jumper Anet te Sagen ,  wi th
Norwegian sponsor Kjopmannshuset, visited Right To
Play’s projects in Ramallah and Bethlehem as well as
the Twinned School Project in East Jerusalem. National
news coverage was generated in Norway’s biggest
newspaper, and local coverage was secured by both

U.S. Women�s Soccer (Football) Team player
Abby Wambach spent ten days visiting Right To

Play projects in Rwanda and Uganda. Abby
helped launch a streetfootball tournament 
in Kigali, Rwanda with partner EspØrance 

where approximately five thousand people
participated and saw first-hand that women

can be professional football (soccer) players
too. Abby helped to energize the community

and inspired attendees who, in a country
where soccer is so male dominated, had their
first experience with a female soccer (football)

star. Back in the U.S., the motivational story
was covered by FOX Soccer USA TV.  

Athletes are part of what makes
Right To Play unique. Born from
the spiri t  of the 1994
Lillehammer Olympic Games,
Right To Play has evolved into
an international humanitarian
organization under the
leadership of President and
CEO Johann Olav Koss, the
original and lead Athlete
Ambassador. 

“Right To Play is supported by

an international team of

Olympic, Paralympic and

professional athletes who, like

me, donate their time to give

back through sport. We help to

promote the Sport for

Development and Peace

movement.”

Kalusha Bwalya, 
Right To Play Athlete Ambassador, Zambia
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Television and radio broadcasts featuring Carlos
appeared across Mozambique in Portugese, which
increased awareness
for the campaign and
encouraged children 
to get immunized. (See
photo on page 29.)

•  Rower Marit van
Eupen, field hockey
player Floris Jan
Bovenlander, cyclist
and speed skater
Jeroen Straathof,
swimmer Chantal
Boonacker, and Olympic bronze medal speed skater
Carl Verheijen, all from the Netherlands, took part in the

Right To Play Run. During this relay funded by 
Dutch speed skating associate companies, hundreds of

people and Athlete
Ambassadors ran for
four days along the ice-
skating rinks in Holland.
Money was raised for
Right To Play’s Rhino
re fugee pro jec t  in
Uganda. The funds were
used to train 500 new
Loca l  Coaches  to
organize 4,000 sport
and play activities for

children in the camp. 

• During “Right To Play Night” at the Rogers Centre, as

the Toronto Blue Jays played host to the Boston Red Sox,
rowing gold medalist Marnie McBean and skiing bronze
medalist Steve Podborski threw the first pitch of the
game, a red baseball. They also visited Canadian
broadcaster TSN during the 4th inning presenting Right
To Play to over 400,000 Canadians across the country.
In addition, U.S. Women’s National Hockey Team
Olympic gold, silver and bronze medalist Angela
Ruggiero visi ted American broadcaster NESN
championing Right To Play to over 300,000 people
across the American Northeast.

*For more information on these Athlete Ambassador
campaigns, please see the respective National Office
sections in this Annual Report.

Emmanuel Yeboah, a cyclist from
Ghana with a physical disability,

helped launch the Sport for
Development and Peace 

International Working Group 
(SDP IWG) at the UN in 

New York in 2005. 
(For further information on 

the SDP IWG, please visit the 
section about it in this Report.)

“My mother told me never to 
let anyone put me down because 
of my disability. That advice was 
a gift, and sport for me was the 
only way to achieve that goal in a
country where those with physical
disabilities were viewed as cursed
and sometimes became the victims of
infanticide.  Now, I want to share my
life-building experiences in sport with
disadvantaged children in my own
country and throughout the world.” 

Emmanuel Yeboah, Right To Play 
Athlete Ambassador, Ghana

“Star athletes are... the heroes of children, in fact of whole
nations, and the special social status and public profile that
they are granted gives them unique access to decision makers
and amplifies their voices when they speak publicly on the
important role that sports can play in child and community
development.”

HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein (Wife of HH Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum), Right To Play Athlete
Ambassador, Jordan; International Board of Directors member 
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TRANSLATING SPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE into
action requires an operational framework at national
levels for countries
around the globe. To
follow through on Right
To Play’s commitment to
every chi ld’s r ight to
play, the organization
takes an active role in
research, pol icy and
advocacy in the area of
Sport for Development
and Peace wi th  the  
goal of incorporating sport as a tool for development 
in national and international programs and strategies. 

Through its role as the Secretariat of a four-year policy
ini t iat ive, the Spor t for Development and Peace

International Working Group
(SDP IWG), Right To Play aims to
engage leaders globally from
both developed and developing
nations to ensure that every child,
around the world, experiences
the positive benefits of sport and
play, and that sport is accessible
to all. In its role as the SDP IWG
Secretariat, Right To Play is
working towards the articulation
and adoption of policy

recommendations to incorporate sport and physical
activity into development and foreign assistance strategies
and programs.

Launch of SDP IWG: The SDP IWG was official ly
launched at the UN headquarters in New York in
2005.  Over  70 de lega tes  and gues t s  f rom 15
countries attended the meeting in New York. Guests
included Ministers of Youth and/or Sport, Directors of
various UN agencies and international NGOs. The
delegates discussed the contribution of Spor t for
Development to the attainment of the UN Millennium
Development Goals. The meeting in New York was a
catalyst for a number of governments to develop their
own policies in Sport for Development and Peace,
and  to  s ta r t  u s ing  spo r t  and  p lay  as  too l s  fo r
development. For example, the Ghanian Ministry of
You th  and  Spor t ,  upon  t he  re t u r n  o f  t he i r
representat ives from New York, launched a new
National Sports Policy Statement.

Sport for Development and Peace Definition: All
forms of physical activity that contribute to physical
fitness, mental well-being and social interaction,
such as play, recreation, organized or competitive
sport, and indigenous sports and games.

Spor t for Development and Peace: Towards
Achieving the Millennium Development Goals, UN
Inter-Agency Task Force Report (2003)

“Sport should not be the exclusive

domain of the talented and strong. 

It should attract and engage also the

old and young, men and women,

able or challenged, so that its essence

shall seep through the vein of the

wider society and transform the

thinking of a world that is wrought

today with conflicts and problems 

that need not be there.”  
Dr. Dennis Bright 

Minister of Youth and Sport, Sierra Leone

Photo
� Right To Play
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Boy running with Red Ball in Nakivale, Uganda. The Red Ball is
Right To Play�s symbol. Written on the Red Ball is Right To Play�s
philosophy: �LOOK AFTER YOURSELF LOOK AFTER ONE
ANOTHER�.�  

Adolf Ogi, Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General on Sport
for Development and Peace, with Palestinian and Israeli youth
participating in a Right To Play and The Peres Center for Peace
special Peace Project football (soccer) match.
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“Many countries do not have

national sports initiatives, and those

that do often miss the opportunities

created when sport and

development programs collaborate.

With the policy tools it creates, the

Sport for Development and Peace

International Working Group will

make it easier for these countries 

to set up their own sport programs

and reap the development benefits.”

Mr. Bruce Jenks, UNDP Assistant Administrator, 
Chair of the SDP IWG

In 2005, the SDP IWG galvanized governments around
Sport for Development and Peace, and in part, thanks to
these efforts, Sport for Development and Peace visibility on
governments’ agendas increased. The SDP IWG meetings
were the impetus for the development of national policies,
and engaged new governments in the Spor t for
Development and Peace discourse. Building on this
success, in 2005 the government of Austria became a new
funder of the initiative, joining the governments of Norway,
Canada and Switzerland. 

IYSPE 2005: An initiative integral to the efforts undertaken
during the International Year of Sport and Physical Education
2005 (IYSPE 2005), the SDP IWG also draws on the
meetings and governmental commitments made during the
IYSPE 2005. The SDP IWG is working on its preliminary
report, Sport for Development and Peace: From Practice to

Policy to be presented at its next meeting in Torino, Italy, on
the day of the Opening Ceremonies of the Paralympic
Games 2006. The final report will be presented in Beijing 
in 2008.

Magglingen, Switzerland: In December 2005, the SDP
IWG held its second Bureau meeting in Magglingen,
Switzerland, during the Second International Conference
on Sport for Development. 

With the successes of 2005, it is clear that the SDP IWG is
en route to widespread success in reaching out to national
governments the world over. 

For more information on the SDP IWG, please visit:
http://www.sportanddev.org/en/sdpiwg.htm or contact
the SDP IWG Secretariat at:
IWGSecretariat@righttoplay.com.

Israeli and Palestinian youth, participating in the Right To Play and
The Peres Center for Peace special Peace Program, line up for a

football (soccer) match.
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2005 

The year 2005 was another successful one for Right To
Play. We continue to increase the number of our programs
in the field while keeping our non-program expenses low.

This year we have changed the presentation of the
Consolidated Statement of Operations to give a better
breakdown of program and non-program expenses. This
change also enables the reader to easily determine the
percentage of program and non-program expenses, which
we are proud to report is 88% and 12% respectively for
2005. 

Our programs include development and delivery of
projects, as well as research, policy and cross-cultural
global education on the opportunities that Sport for
Development and Peace bring to children and youth in the

world’s most disadvantaged areas. Non-program
expenses include costs associated with fundraising (6%)
and administration (6%).

In addition to Canada, Norway, the Netherlands,
Switzerland and the United States, new operations in the
United Kingdom and Italy are included in our consolidated
results for 2005.

Our total revenues increased 14% to $14.7 million in
2005. Restricted revenues from governments and
foundations grew 23% as we enhanced and expanded
our programs in the field. Donations-in-kind of $2.2 million
were recognized for the value of time volunteered by our
program Local Coaches.

Total program expenses increased by 17% to $11.8
million as we expanded our international programs. Our

Children gather after Right To Play activities in a school in Ban
Don Yang Refugee Camp, Thailand.

Photo � Right To Play

non-program expenses, which consist of administrative and
fundraising expenses, decreased by 3.3% as we continue
to ensure that program delivery remains the primary use of
the funds we manage.

Our full consolidated financial statements, audited by
Deloitte & Touche LLP, are available on our website at
www.righttoplay.com. 

Dennis Lepholtz

Chief Financial Officer
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RIGHT TO PLAY INTERNATIONAL  Summarized Consolidated Balance Sheet  
December 31, 2005  (stated in thousands of Canadian dollars)

2005 2004
ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash and cash equivalents $ 4,921 $ 3,856
Contributions receivable 1,964 879
Goods and services tax receivable 22 79
Prepaid and other expenses 301 169

7,208 4,983
CAPITAL ASSETS 165 292

$ 7,373 $ 5,275
LIABILITIES
CURRENT
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $    819 $    666
Deferred contributions 3,048 2,350
Deferred rent 11 58

3,878 3,074
DEFERRED RENT – 10

3,878 3,084
NET ASSETS
INVESTED IN CAPITAL ASSET 165 292
UNRESTRICTED 3,330 1,899

3,495 2,191
$ 7,373 $ 5,275

See accompanying notes to the summarized consolidated financial statements.

Complete audited financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2005 are available upon request.

AUDITORS’ REPORT ON SUMMARIZED CONSOLIDATED
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Members of  Right To Play International

The accompanying summarized consolidated balance
sheet and consolidated statement of operations and
changes in net assets are derived from the complete
financial statements of Right To Play International as at
December 31, 2005 and for the year then ended on which
we expressed an opinion without reservation in our report
dated April 7, 2006. The fair summarization of the
complete financial statements is the responsibility of
management. Our responsibility, in accordance with the
applicable Assurance Guideline of The Canadian Institute
of Chartered Accountants, is to report on the summarized
financial statements.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements
fairly summarize, in all material respects, the related
complete financial statements in accordance with the
criteria described in the Guideline referred to above.

These summarized financial statements do not contain all
the disclosures required by Canadian generally accepted
accounting principles.  Readers are cautioned that these
statements may not be appropriate for their purposes.  For
more information on the Corporation’s financial position,
results of operations and cash flows, reference should be
made to the related complete financial statements.

Chartered Accountants,  Toronto, Ontario   April 7, 2006
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RIGHT TO PLAY INTERNATIONAL Summarized Consolidated Statement of Operations and Changes in Net Assets
Year ended December 31, 2005  (stated in thousands of Canadian dollars)

2005 2004
REVENUE
Restricted funding - programs $ 7,488 $ 6,397
Restricted funding - others 354 –
Unrestricted income 4,498 4,338
Donations-in-kind - programs 2,189 1,992
Donations-in-kind - other 124 104
Total revenue 14,653 12,831

EXPENSES
Program expenses
International programs 7,488 6,397
Donations-in-kind - programs 2,189 1,992
Program support 472 605
Operations support 161 74
Global Development Education and SDP IWG 1,440 1,006
Program development, research and monitoring and evaluation 69 –

Total program expenses 11,819 10,074

Non-program expenses
Administrative expenses 794 1,278
Fundraising expenses 736 305

Total non-program expenses 1,530 1,583

TOTAL EXPENSES 13,349 11,657
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES 1,304 1,174

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 2,191 1,017
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR $ 3,495 $ 2,191
See accompanying notes to the summarized consolidated financial statements.

Complete audited financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2005 are available upon request.

Programs and 
Global Education

Administration

Fundraising

HOW DONATIONS FLOW TO CHILDREN

Gov•t Organizations

Foundations

Individuals &
Corporations

Other

Donations-in-kind

48%
31%

16%2%

3%

2005 FUNDING SOURCES

6% 6%

88%
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Children line up to start a Right To Play Red Ball
Child Play Game run in schools in Tham Hin

Refugee Camp, Thailand

Notes to the Summarized Consolidated Financial
Statements
1. FINANCIAL STATEMENT PRESENTATION AND PRIOR YEAR

RESTATEMENT
These consolidated financial statements include 100% of the
assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses of the following
controlled entities:
Stiftelsen Right To Play (Norway)/(Formerly Sport Humanitarian
Group Stiftelsen) 
Stichting Right To Play (Netherlands)
Right To Play Association (Switzerland)
Right To Play UK Limited (United Kingdom)
Right To Play Onlus (Italy)
Sports Humanitarian Group, Inc. (U.S.A.)

The Corporation has the ability to appoint the majority of the
Board of Directors of the controlled entities.

The Corporation does not have any economic interest in the
controlled entities, which are responsible for fundraising and

educating others about Sport for Development in their respective
countries and for maintaining relations with the various
government funders of Right To Play programs.
The 2004 comparative amounts have been reclassified to
conform with this year’s presentation. 

2. CONTINGENCIES
The terms of contribution agreements may allow contributors to
conduct audits to ensure program expenditures are in accordance
with the terms and conditions of funding agreements. Ineligible
expenditures, if any, may result in the Corporation reimbursing a
portion of the funding.  Management is of the opinion that the
Corporation has incurred no material ineligible expenditures and
has, accordingly, not recorded any liability for reimbursement of
related funding.

3. GUARANTEES
In the normal course of business, the Corporation enters into
agreements that meet the definition of a guarantee. The
Corporation’s primary guarantees are as follows:

(a) Indemnity has been provided to all directors and or officers of
the Corporation for various items including, but not limited to, all
costs to settle suits or actions due to involvement with the
Corporation, subject to certain restrictions. The Corporation has
purchased directors’ and officers’ liability insurance to mitigate
the cost of any potential future suits or actions. The term of the
indemnification is not explicitly defined, but is limited to the
period over which the indemnified party served as a trustee,
director or officer of the Corporation.  The maximum amount of
any future payment cannot be reasonably estimated.
(b) In the normal course of business, the Corporation has entered into
agreements that include indemnities in favour of third parties, such as
engagement letters with advisors. These indemnification agreements
may require the Corporation to compensate counterparties for losses
incurred by the counterparties as a result of breaches in
representation and regulations or as a result of litigation claims or
statutory sanctions that may be suffered by the counterparties as a
consequence of the transaction. The terms of these indemnities are
not explicitly defined and the maximum amount of any potential
reimbursement cannot be reasonably estimated.
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SPONSORS
Right To Play would like to thank the following individuals,
corporations, organizations, foundations and municipal
governments for their generous support: 

INTERNATIONAL
Johnson & Johnson

International Board of Directors
Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO, Right To Play
International
Silken Laumann, Chair, Right To Play International 
Board of Directors

Charmaine Crooks 
Geoff Beattie
HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein Wife of HH Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
James Leech  
Johan G. van der Werf 
Meridee A. Moore
Steve Pagliuca 
T. A. Ganda (Tommy) Sithole 
W. Dexter Paine, III

CANADA
Team Canada Advisory Board
Wayne Gretzky, Honourary Chair
Ralph Lean, Chair, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP

Brian Williams, CBC Sports (In 2006, moved to CTV Sports)
Chris Jordan, Y&R
David Braley, Orlick Industries
Eric Young, EYE
Geoff Beattie, The Woodbridge Company Ltd.
Heather Reisman, Indigo Books & Music Inc. 
James Leech, Teachers’ Private Capital
John Bitove, Priszm Brandz
Jordan Bitove, Vision Group of Companies
Kevin Albrecht, International Management Group
Larry Tanenbaum, Kilmer Van Nostrand Co. Limited
Michael Budman, Roots Canada Ltd. 
Ron Lloyd, Credit Suisse First Boston Canada
Terry Donnelly, Mandrake

Platinum Sponsors
Bell Globemedia
The Woodbridge Company Ltd. 

Gold Sponsors
Dynamic Mutual Funds
SkyLink Aviation Inc.
The FAN 590
Torys LLP
The Lou Adler Foundation
Y&R

Silver Sponsors
GMP Capital Corp
KPMG

Bronze Sponsors
Max Gotlieb, Cassels Brock & Blackwell LLP
Merrill Lynch
Roots Canada Ltd. 
Sharon Mah-Gin
Toronto Blue Jays Baseball Club
Vision Group of Companies

Friends of Right To Play
Aron Spector
Atlantis Systems International
Bodhi Ultimate Team
Brian Williams
Brock University
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC)
Colleen Sullivan
Dr. David Wright
George Brown College
Haynes-Connell Fund
Ken Teslia
Leo DelZotto
Maple Leaf Foods
Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment
Marjorie and Joseph Wright  Foundation
Martin Connell
Robert Rusnov
Saint Mary’s University
St. Joseph’s College School
Starbucks
Stong College
UBC Right To Play Club
William Butt
Wunderman
York University

ITALY
BasicNet S.p.A. (Torino) 
City of Torino 
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe (Milano)
TOROC (Torino Olympic Committee) 

Private Supporter
Ms. Cristina Gabetti 

NETHERLANDS
Advisory Board
Arnold Vanderlyde
Bart Veldkamp
Ellen van Langen
Erica Terpstra
Henk Franken
Jan Rijpstra
Johan van der Werf

Friends
Artcentre Clemens Briels
Berk Accountants
Bon Bon Catering
Crossmarks
Fondel Finance
Hoedje van Papier
Opel
Radder Horecare
Restaurant De Mollige Haan
Skicheque
SnowWorld Zoetermeer
Verkerk Groep

Partners
AD Sportwereld
AEGON
ATP
Avantage
Deloitte
KLM
Ordina
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SWITZERLAND
Board of Directors
Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO, Right To Play/

Chair, Board of Directors
Jean Pierre Cuoni, Chair, EFG Bank/Vice-Chair, Board of 

Directors

Barbara Keller, volunteer National Director, Right To Play 
Switzerland

Bernhard Russi, World Champion, Olympic Gold 
Medalist, Alpine Skiing

Karin Howell, Entrepreneur
Martin Bidermann, Private Banker 
Morten Kleven, Entrepreneur
Peter Ackermann, Lawyer, LL. M.
Philippe Blatter, Designated CEO, Infront Sports & Media 

Group

Founding Members
Caroline Demole
Dr. Thomas Straumann
Dorry Keller-Bodmer
EFG Bank
Esther Heer Caduff
Family Hans Bidermann
Fondation Les Cèdres

Donors
Candil Ltd.
EFG Bank
Hans KOHLER AG
Rahn & Bodmer Banquiers
Wenger Plattner Attorneys at Law
Vogel Stiftung

V.I.K. Supporters
Carlsdorff Partners AG
Diethelm Keller Group
EFG Bank
Peter Ackermann, LL.M.
McKinsey & Company
Robin Grand
Viva AG für Kommunikation

UNITED KINGDOM
National Board of Directors
Carl Liederman, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe (Fellow)
Dwight Poler, Bain Capital (Fellow)
Geoff Beattie, The Woodbridge Company Ltd.
Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO, Right To Play
Petri Vainio, Vainio Investment
Stephen Peel, Texas Pacific Group 
Steve Pagliuca, Bain Capital

V.I.K. Supporters 
Art Review Ltd.
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe

UNITED STATES
Trustees
Ann Romney, Co-Chair, First Lady MA
Steve and Judy Pagliuca, Co-Chair Bain Capital

Andy and Linda McLane, TA Associates 
Andy Walter, Blue Orchid Capital
Bill Achtmeyer, Parthenon Group
Bob Steel, Goldman Sachs
Bruce Karsh, Oaktree Capital Management LLC
Carl Liederman, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe 
Dexter and Susan Paine, Fox Paine & Co. LLC 
Jeff and Penny Vinik, Vinik Investments
Jim Pallotta, Tudor Investment Corp.
Jim and Susan Swartz, Accel Partners 
Josh and Anita Bekenstein, Bain Capital
Kem Gardner, Gardner Company
Meridee Moore, Watershed Asset Management LLC
Paul and Sandy Edgerley, Bain Capital
Paul Tudor Jones, Tudor Investment Corp.
Peter Lynch, Fidelity Investments
Tim and Maureen Dibble, Alta Communications
Tony Ressler, Ares Management LLC

Silver Sponsors
Avenue Capital Management II, LP 
Russ Carson

Corporations 
Den Haag Marketing & Events
Gemeente Den Haag
National Committee for International Cooperation and 
Sustainable Development (NCDO) 

ROC Midden Holland
Rotterdam Topsport
Unicef Nederland

Media Partners
Coach Consultancy
Fast Forward
Fotografie van der Graaf
JD Stouten Communicatie
Marvin Smart Visual Communcation
T.E.D. Communicatie

NORWAY
National Board of Directors 
Ådne Søndrål, Chair 

Johann Olav Koss, President and CEO, Right To Play
Johanne Melø 
Kristin Kloster Aasen 
Stein Morten Polden
Tormod Hermansen 

Corporate Sponsors
Kjopmannshuset (SPAR, Joker and MIX)
Wilh. Wilhelmsen

Media Partners
Radio channel “Kanal24”

Supporters
Claus Dahl Foundation
Frithjof E. Rasmussen
Grenland Folk High School
Willy Mørch, Volunteering for Care

V.I.K. Supporters
Deadline TV & Video
MOT Foundation
Radisson SAS Hotel, Liverpool
Rica Grand Hotel, Oslo
SIMCO Industrireklame
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Bronze Sponsors
Bjorn and Debbie Nielsen
Dick Cashin 
Kathleen M. Welsh and Bill Plautz
Kate and Bill Duhamel
Mark Hantho
Mellody Hobson
Ted Schlein

Friends of Right To Play
Carla and David Crane 
Donna de Varona
Douglas and Nancy Abbey 
Jim and Penny Coulter
Kathy Schlein
Lise Nielsen Stolt
Mike Levinthal
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ceremsak
Nathaniel Storch
Unger Family Fund
Walt Spevak

V.I.K. Supporters
JetSet Sports
Monitor Group
The Parthenon Group
New Profit Inc. 
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
Reed Smith LLP

Foundations
Landegger Charitable Foundation
New Profit Inc.
Peninsula Community Foundation
The Lynch Foundation

Special Advisor
Kevin Carroll

PARTNERS

Right To Play would like to thank the following partners for
their generous support: 

International 
American Refugee Committee International (ARC)
CORE Initiative
Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)
Global Alliance for Vaccination and Immunization
Insan Foundation
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
International Paralympics Committee (IPC)
International Platform on Sport for Development and Peace 
International Red Crescent
International Ski Federation (FIS)
Kicking AIDS Out Network
Soccer Life Football Association (SLFA)
Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)
The General Association of International Sports 

Federations
The Olympic Oval
The World Olympians Association
United Nations (UN)
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
United Nations Fund for International Partnerships (UNFIP)
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Sport for

Development and Peace
United Nations Millennium Project
United Nations Office on Sport for Development and 

Peace
World Health Organization (WHO)

Canada
Canadian Soccer Association (CDA)
Diving Plongeon Canada (DPC)
Swimming/Natation Canada (SNC)
The University of Alberta
The University of Toronto
University of Manitoba
University of Waterloo

Italy
Torino Organizing Committee (TOROC)

Netherlands
Netherlands Olympic Committee * Netherlands Sport 

Confederation (NOC*NSF)
Judo Bond Nederland (JBN)
Koninklijke Nederlandse Gymnastiek Unie (KNGU)
Koninklijke Nederlandse Hockey Bond (KNHB)
Koninklijke Nederlandse Atletiek Unie (KNAU)
Koninklijke Nederlandse Schaatsenrijders Bond (KNSB)
Nederlandse Frisbee Bond (NFB)

Norway
Norwegian Olympic Committee and Confederation of 

Sports
Norwegian Handball Federation
Norwegian Skating Association
Norwegian Volleyball Federation

Switzerland
Swiss Academic Skiclub (SAS)
Swiss Olympic Association

U.S.A.
Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health
John F. Kennedy School of Government
University of Nevada
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Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC): 
Swiss Working Group on Sport and Development

The Crown Prince Couples’ Humanitarian Fund (Norway)
Grumeti Fund
The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
U.S. Department of State: Bureau of Population, Refugees 

and Migration (PRM)
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID): 

through CARE USA / CORE Initiative and the American
Refugee Committee (ARC)

GOVERNMENT, FOUNDATIONS AND 
UN AGENCY SPONSORS

Right To Play would like to thank the following
government, foundations and UN agencies for their
generous support of Right To Play projects in 2005:

Canadian Heritage
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
Foundation for Sport and Sport History
Kids in Motion Foundation
Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation 

(NORAD)
Steamboat Foundation

“Right To Play is like a tree. First you

have to plant the seeds, treat it with 

a lot of care, have patience, and then

you will see the tree growing, the

branches expanding and finally the

entire tree will be formed. Right now

at Oruchinga in Uganda, the Right 

To Play tree is already formed. When

you look at what was there at the

beginning (seeds) and what it has

turned out to be right now, I get 

tears in my eyes.”

Vestine, Right To Play Local Coach, Oruchinga, UgandaChildren and youth participate in a Right To Play game in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
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Right To Play’s mission

is to improve the lives of children 

in the most disadvantaged areas of the world by using 

the power of sport and play for development, health and peace. 

Through its programs Right To Play contributes to development goals set by the United Nations and local governments by helping to create: 
• Happier, educated children 

• Safer, more peaceful communities 
• Healthier lifestyle behaviours and improved community health 

• Empowered individuals and communities
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LOOK AFTER YOURSELF LOOK AFTER ONE ANOTHERTM

w w w. r i g h t t o p l a y. c o m

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  H E A D Q U A RT E R S :
R I G H T  T O  P L AY

6 5  Q U E E N  S T R E E T  W E S T
T H O M S O N  B U I L D I N G ,  

S U I T E  1 9 0 0 ,  B O X  6 4
T O R O N T O ,  O N TA R I O  

M 5 H  2 M 5  
C A N A D A

+ 1  4 1 6 - 4 9 8 - 1 9 2 2
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